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Lord ScUDAMORE, 
Mr Lord, 

TH E Author I take the 
Liberty to put under 
your Prote<5tion, wash 
great a Man, that I have Reafon 
to hope your Lordfhip ( who is 
fo good a Judge in Things of 
this Nature ) will not take it HI, 
that I do him the Honour to 
)tefix your Name to his Book. 

It is true, he is obje(5l:ed a- 
g^ft by feme, for placing the 

A 2 Sove- 
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Soveraign Good of .Life inPlca- 
fure, which beijrig malicioufly 
interf^(Stba, ^^ffii4ii*^por- 
tunicy to his Epj^es to Calum- 
niate him, and out of Envy and 
pqP^*«Sf^Wif^*!l*lh# 
he patronizd Voluptuoufnefs > 
and all kind of Excefs. But he 
Vindicates himfelf fufficiently 
from that Impiicii^^|394^can- 
dal, by interpreting wb^. i^ 
means by Pl^fure, aiid givljs us 
plainly to underftaad'that bjf* the 
Word Pkafure, he means no- 
thing elfe than the SaitisfaStiCtfj 
that arifes from a pf accabte and 
luiet (ionfcience, ihat h^ no 
Pernor le nor Unc^mcTs from ill 
A(5tions • • to whicli nappy State; 
if Health of Body was jdyti'd, 
he hought nothing^ w^as; want- 
ing to a Cprifumojaie Felidtj : 
And to convince tne "^ond 6£ 
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the Excellence of his Notions, 
he reduced 'em daco f kiftice, 
and liv'd after fo exemplary a 
tttanner, -that there was not the 
ieaO: room left to Gerifure him 
twi that Sirorcj Tome of the 
Vorft of his Enemies, having 
thought k neceflky for their 
own Honours fake, to do him 
Juftice'in their Writings. 

I have anncx'd to Bpicurusy 
Ifocrates his Advice to Demoni- 
tus , which I have faithfully 
tranflated ftom the Greek, i 
added it here on two Accounts $ 
Tirft, Becaufe the Subjedt of both 
Authors is Moral, and fo have k 
Reciprocal Analogy one to the 
other 5 Secondly, Becaufe I had 
a mind to give my Country a 
Taile of that Famous Maa^s 
Works. 
l' My 
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Mr Lord, 

Having given you an Ac- 
count of the Book I prefent you 
with, Cuftom requires I fhould 
fay fomething with Reference to 
your felf $ But I ihall not Imi- 
tate the Pra(5ticc of moft Ad- 
thoK, who Right or Wrong, 
fwell their Dedicatory Epiftles 
with flrain'd Encomiums of 
their Patron, even to a fulibme 
Flattery ; and though I need not 
be afraid of incurring the fame 
Fault when I write to your 
Lordjhip, whofemany Excellent 
Qualities afford fo large a Field 
to an Orator to expatiate himfelf 
in» that I might fooner hope to 
Tire you with your Juft Praifes, 
than fear faying any Thing you 
do not more than Merit j Yet as 

the 
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the exacfteft Beauties require the 
moft skilful Artifts to reprefent 
*em right, I (hall rather cnule to 
own my Inability, to acquit my 
felf duly of fo great a Task, than 
by my Temerity" and Unskil- 
fulnefs disfigure your Perfedi- 
ons, and Rely upon my two 
Philofophers to convince your 
LorJJhip of the Veneration- and 
Refpedtwith which lapi, 

M^ "Lokd/ 
Your Lordjbifs Moft Obedient, 
And Moft Humble Servant, 



John Digby. 
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PREFACE 

i jTT'^' not in the Nature pf Slander jutd 

CaUmny to reJpeS any Body * nay^ 

it is jb OHtrd^iousfometimes as to cafi 

its Vehotn eijen on the very Throne ; 

1% tn^tnua\e\ it fetfamongji the moji Fir- 

iuoth Societies^ and frequently attacks and 

^pprejfes the moft Innocent 5 The Deity it 

jelf has not been free from its Jifftr^ns ^ 

and as ntofi commonly its fuecefi ^depends 

on certain Cifcumftances^ and the fubiil 

Method it ufes to fa^en itfelf on its Ob^ 

j/efif, thai of the Stoic^ a^ainji Epic\xru$ 

\was of this CharaOer. 

The affeded Exteriour of thefe Philo- 
[fophers, their pretended Zeal for Virtue^ 
. ihefajiuous aufterity of their Precepts^ and 
yihe magnificent Exp^ejjions with i^hicb 
i they cloaked their Impojiures^ procurd*em 
^tfirjl fome fuccefs. It is, fays Dcmoft- 
I henes, the peculiar Property of Calum- 
ny, to fcatter its Poifon for fome time, 
but at laft Truth Triumphs over its Ar- 
tifices, and Ihe is deftroy'd by her own 
Weaknefs. 

[a] '^^ 
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The fcanddous Falfiood of thaty with 
which (mr V\^o^o^\iCt was atUclidj was 
atleHgih dffcover% Mndtbk gteot MAr 
was helovslbji allihe leaned afts^Jime s 
his Cimntrj honor d him with Statues j bk 
Opinion gaind, ground bj his Writing^^ 
injomuch that Pliny reports^ it was thoui 
an honour to have his PiSure in the Hal 
nay^ he was fo far admh^d^ that Perfsms 
ofDifiinSion would have it about *em^ 
and on the twentieth of ihe Moon they ce-^ 
Ubrated a Fejiival in honour of his ImoM 
g^s. 

He lafd open to the Efes of the World; 
the Beauty of his Interiour^ by the Rules 
he prefcriVdfor a Good Life j He defpis^d 
the malicious FiQions of the invubonsA 
not thinking 'em worth confuting. Could 
there be occajion for any other Apology^ 
than a Life without Reproach, and a 
Virtue without the leaft Afl!edation. 

He has found amongji hisprofefs^d Ene- 
mies^ fome Witnejfes of the Integrity pfhis 
Morals. Seneca has writ honourably of 
him^ and if the Authority of that famous 
Stoickji be of any weighty the mojl confix 
derable Men of that Se3^ did not believe^ 
what the vulgar imagind to his Dijadvan- 
tage. His Words are remarkable: I muft 

own (without having the leaft Com- 

plaifance 
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plailancc for the Common Peof)!©) that 
Bfickrm taught noching but what was 
confoimable to Equity and Reafon: 
Nay. J dare affert that if his Precepts 
are dueiy examin'dy there will be no* 
thing found therein, but what is of the 
laft Aufterity : He dtfpLni all bk Ekh 
qumce U evince tbdt this fUujlrioih Greel^ 
h not fi remrtej (as is imagindT) from 
the Ofinion of the Stoicks, and that thej 
have bnt one and the fame Scope and End 3 
differing only in Method. 

Cicero, notvpithjiinding his OlJeSfions 

to^ ti Philofbpher, /hem always a great 

^ i \ him 5 and St. Auftin, 4phofe 

Virtue cannot be fufpeSed 5 is 

Tied away with that furions Zeal 

^'(fes the Minds of feme Perfons^ 

fcruple to condemn Epicurus, 

fk giving ihemfelves the trouble to 

t bis Morals. 

11 ki i Doifor after aferious Re^ 

Hi all the Philofophers^ dechres 

to u rtd Honor ^/Epicurus .• That 

Ibouid prefi^r him to all thofe that 

Antiooity can boafl of, if he had be-* 

licv'd, that in the. other World, there 

were Rewards and Putliihments. 
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W* Philofopber *4 J w jRT i ' 

ihe true Religion 5 P^^^anifm tliat 
frofifs'd tbroHghckt bif Cduntrf^ al- 
mofi alt over the kfumn Worldj /! U 
apologize in fame Meafme 'thh l^ 
ranee i But it caknot te* 4 

Crime fome^ if I venture to 
he led a moral Life : "^ be 

the Puhlici, Faitbj \ I \ j, ' 

injuring the Living^ ly gto Pojtei 
tjfi to reprejent a At as a Po ^ . 
Profligate Wretch^ m fe Life t ' 

oHt the leajl Blemijby Jh i t 
Charms and Beauties of Vir\ , 'i t 
effeSnal Means to Jhun Vice ^ VP y f 
inJirnSed ns how to make Reaf Tri i 
over the irregularity of our PaJJ. , 
requird theyjbould be fifppreji by a ferii 
RefleSion on their Difmal and Melt 
ehoUy Confeqnences. 

1 mufi confefs he gives a falfe Idea Hj 
the Deityj and t»batever Colour be 
fut on vpbat he has faid^ it muji he al 
ed to be injurious-^ but Cicero ^^ i) 
very weO^ that bif Error procei ' f 
the fear he had of incurring the JJiJhlea^ 
fure of the Athenians. He ajferied Jome 
thing Eternal bejldes the Deity ^ and con 
Jequently his Opinion therein mufl be wr 
erroneous^ Jince it is the Property of 4 
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Immwtd Beingy to admit no Sharer in 
fibii/ Prerogative ; and the Moment he af 
figns to the Atome^ the Attribute ofEter^ 
mtf^ be ma\es a partition of what is 'in^ 
fiparablf Godsy mho neither admits 'of Ad^ 
ditiom or Dimimstion. 

The Pagan Philofophers never had a 
right Kmwledge of this Aagnfi and in-^ 
cimfrebenfikle Beings 

htiSioiis giva a ^lery nohk Idea ofbimy 
when he refrefents bim^ as abfolutely, ae- 
ceflary to Nature for its Condu(3r^nd 
Support, as the Pilot is to the Ship, 

? Mafter of Mufick to the Choir, the 

neral to his Army» aad ^s the Law 
) to the Stare ; and yet he injures him at 
J t\ , jince he wU have the IVorld to 
k Ei /. // not that properlf allovoing^ 
4 tm Di\ ties J and by confequence^de^ 
^ flroying'i 

Does t Plato pretend that the Sun^ 
the Moi and Planets ar( Gods; and 

Great a loofe as the Stoicbj give to 
t\ r lafiy ExpreJJions concerning the Ah* 
' of this vaji fmmenpy^ yet they mal^ 
h fibjeO to Diefliny : how Ridiculouf 
is ity to imagine the adorable Omnipotent^ 
to be fnbjeS to the Decrees of Fat^ ^ and 
frove that there is a God only to have the 
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InfoUnt Temertiy to prefer tp him the Cti- 
merical Workpf their Sage. • 

// is no vponder Epicurus i»h§ tr^r 4 
Pagan Jhould be without Light ^ being fmt* 
rounded on all fides withpalpaUe Dari^fs. 
That there is aGod^ is an ineonteftihk 
Truth. But who can pretend to kffow that 
Truth perfeaiyheftdes tkChriftian? 'Tis 
be alone that is convinced of whatever tbofe 
Philofophers doubted or were ignorant of: 
Faith is his Mafier^ flje lights him in the 
Dark^ and mak^s hint nndkrfiand boip me* 
ritorios^ it is to fubmit Reafvn to her ; jhe 
forces him to deliver himfdfup intirely to 
her Condu3y and gives him that Serenity 
cfMindy which Philofophy gives ^ at befi^ 
but faint Hopes of^ /he may be faid to be 
a Spiritual Lookjng-Glafs that reprefents 
myjierious 0bje3s^ according as they are 
considered ^ If we bring the neceffary Hu- . 
mility all is immediately laid open to sfs^ 
There is no Perplexity or Difficulty j we 
immediately partaks of the Felicity of the 
Avgels 3 but if we are incon ((derate enough 
to go beyond what Jhe reprefents to «f , we 
arefuddenlydazTdy our Pride blinds us^ 
and all our knowledge only ferves to de^ 
ccive us. 

Poor 
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Foot difkn^ Reafon I Canfi thou he 
fo weak a$ to tbini\ the Deitf the Wort{ of a 
Sjillogifm ? Canfi thou ever hope to fathom 
what is J and ever will hie Incomprehenjihk i 
To dejire to be comdncd ly any human 
AUans of the Grandeur of his Infinite Ma^ 
jeftjfj were to refemble that deceivdj tkl/ 
Great Mathematician^ who requird no 
mor^ than to be remcvd any where out of 
our Globey to fix it in any other Situation. 
It is, fays St. Gregory Nazianzeii) flat- 
tering our felves with what we can ne« 
ver attain to; like the unhappy T^/r/^- 
Im of the Poets, who tho' near the 
Water could not quench his Thirds 
parch'd up at the fame time with a con* 
rinual Prought : Twere carrying the 
myflerious Science of Numbers, even 
beyond the impradicable Calculation ojF 
the Grains of Sand in the Seas ; 'twere^ 
in fine, undertaking on the Wings of 
the Wind, to difpute with the Eagle the 
fwiftnefs of flight. Nature that would 
not yet exift, had it not been for the 
Goodnefs and Omnipotence of him, 
who neither had Beginning, nor can 
have no End } declares in our Hearts 
the Exiflience of this adorable Be- 
ing. 

[a 4l b 
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1$ is alfo 0bje9ed that Epicurus believd 
the Mortality cf the SotU^ to which ire 
may anfvoer^ that not having (as we 
have) Faith for his Guide ^ he held that 
Opinion J as being a Confequence of his 
Syjiem ; And as he had ejiabtiflfd Body 
and Vacuity for Principles^ and the Ef^ 
ficient Caufes of Nature;^ he was necejjita'>- 
ted to maintain that the Soul was'^ot Spi' 
ritualy and fo by confequence fubjeS to a 
Diffolution. TercuUiau hinsfdf believd 
it Corporeal: but the Reafon St. Au&in 
gives for it isy that he would have it fo 
thought J that its Exifience might not be 
doubted of; but it matters not what our 
Philofopher may have f aid on this SubjeS 5 
Faith tells us what we ought to believe ; 
and An^dmus fays y It is a malignent Te- 
merity to dare to oppofe what ihe 
Teaches, becaufe 'tis above our Com- 
prehenfion : It is altogether abfurd to 
determine the impoflibiiity of a Thing, 
becaufe its Exiftence is not fenfible : It 
is much better, fays he^ to own with 
Humility the, Impcrfedion of our 
Knowledge, and tliat; there are many 
Things beyond our Penetration. The 
S^ulj moji certainly y is not a CoUeHion of 
fubtil Bodies y its Effence is admirable and 
immortal \ But in ^enccz's Opiniony Man 

»' r partakes 
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partakes too much of the Mortal, to 
be able to attain to the Knowledge of 
things that are not conformable to his 
Nature. 

He did not believe neither that the 
World was made of nothing ; and that 
muji be confeji to be the general Opinion of 
ntofi natural Philolbphers. But what 
Syfiem ^/Philofophy is there , that the 
Cbriftian does not fubmit to the Tol^e of 
Faith 5 he Glories in putting a flop to 
the Flight of his GeninSj where he re- 
fieSs that St. Paul the Apofile informs 
bimy that he ought to defpife the Tra- 
dition of Men, and the Principles they, 
eftablifh, when they Interfere with the 
Commands of the Son of God. 

Epicurus maintain dj likfwifi^ that 
the univerfe was not governed by any In-^ 
teOeHnal Beings and that what pafs'a for 
Regular Motions j as the Seafons^ the 
courfe of the Stars^ and many other Things^ 
were only aConfiquence of the fir ft Frame : 
Now this muft be confeft to be fo grofs an 
Error y that Keafon does not think it worth 
the Confuting* It is impojjible Chance 
jbould befo conftantly happy tn its Ef[e3s^ 
as to produce fo many Wonder Sy and we 
need but caft our Eye upon the vaji Extent 
efThingfy and we JbaU difcover by un^ 

deniable 
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deniable Proaffy That nHiing movei but 
by the C^ffcurrefice of him^ who flood im 
need ofmthwg but his oton Will to pro* 
duce all Nature. Can there be anj thmg 
fo Ridiculous, fays St. Auftin, as to 
take from Providence the Guidance of 
the Univerfe, fince we plainly fee, Ihe 
difcovers herielf in the fmalleft things. 

EpicurusV Errors in Phy fical Matter s^ 
are no Ohjiack to the Integrity of his Mo- 
rah ; he has prefirib'd Rules for the Fe» 
Ihify of Life J that are faff of Severity and 
Wifdom ; befets Prudence at the head of \ 
all ike Virtues^ and prefers it even to Phi- 
lofophy itfelf 

Infihey St. Jerome has reftor'd the Re^ 
put at 7 on of our Philofopher ; Is it nocii 
thing worthy our Admiration, fays this 
Father of the Churchy that Epicurus who 
is lopkt upon as the Patron of Volup- 
tuoufnefs, inculcates nothing elfe in his 
Writings than, that to live agreeably, 
wc (land in need, but of Herbs, Fruits, 
and fimple Nouriiliment ? And that the 
being too nice in our Food, creates 
more Pain than Pleafure ? That Bread i 
and Water are liifBcicnt for the Body, I 
and that high Feeding is not neceffary 
for its Prcfcrvation ? 'Tis through a vi* 
"''^us Inclination that wc abandon our 

felves 
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felvcs to cxcefs ; Eadng and Drinking 

aie intended to aUay Hui^ and quenm 
Thirft, and not to flatter our Intempe* 
ranee. They who indulge Feafling 
have g^erally in view unwarrantable 
Pleafures, wbereas they who live So- 
berly do not find in themfelves that un- 
ruly pfbnenefs to Vice ; moreover^ 
Wifdom (which is gained only by La- 
bour ) is not acquirable in that Volup- 
tuouiS kind of Lite. Nature is content 
with little, a plain Diet appeafes Hun- 
ger, and ordinary Cloathing proteds 
it from the Rigour of the Weather^ Ofte 
mould almofl think, thai this Holy DoSor 
had tahfn ibis Paj/age entirely from Por- 
phyrius, where he /peaks of ahftaining 
from Flefi; He there relates EpicurusV 
Sentimetits an4 Precepts eoncermng Fru* 
galitj/j and Sobriety^ nobich he affwes were 
in his TimeflriSly ohjerved by the Follow-* 
ers of this famous Greek. 

Genuftiis Pletho, a great PUtonick^^ 
who livd about Two Hundred Tears ^ce^ 
faysj that Epicurus looted upon the Sere- 
nity of Mind ^ as what confiituted the fe-f 
licity of Life^ and John Gerfon taking 
notice of the diferent Opinions of the anci^ 
ent Philolbphers concerning this fame So- 
veraign Good^ faysj thatfome have placd 
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it^ ntbir "in Plf^fire or TrrnqmUityof 
Mittd at E^iomOu didy whom Seneca 
mesrtioms witbfo mrnb refpeS in iisiEfi^ 
Jifesi for as for tie other Epicurus, Ari- 
itippus, Sardanapaius, and the Ifrfomoiff 
Maiiomec, who helievd that tbeHafpi- 
n^ of Lifo confifiid in the PleaJkrN of 
the B:>dy^ they are unworthy the Name of 
Phiiofophers s This famous Chancellor of 
the Vniver^ty of Palis, thought there had 
been two Epicurus'/, although there was 
but one^ but bis Mifiake proceeded from 
tbis^ that be could not imagin that he 
whom the Scoicks fpokf off and who had 
been Jo mifreprefented ly Jeveral othersy 
coikld be the fame that Senccz Jpeal^s of 
withfo much ejleem. 

But a Modern Author i&^ySf Epicurus'/ 
DoSrine in its true Light ; be has done 
JuJHce to his Virtue by the fine Apologie he 
has writ in his fufiification ; but what I 
bok^upon to be moji to the Honour of this 
Qreat Mtn^ is the Approbation of bsm^ 
who has nicely examind his Marat i This 
learned Succeffour of Geifon, who \oyn^d 
PJetf to Learn ingj Judgment to Penetra^ 
tioUf and Elegance ofExpreJ/ion to the 
S^flidity of the SuhjeSs he bandies^ has in 
a few WordSf made the Elogiutn of our 
Philofophcr j he does Jujiice to the Ver-^ 

tue 
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tue of the PagM/, atid at the fame time 
foevpi tbeExcelkncjf of that ofCbrifiUautyy 
tnd if be pratfis the oue^ it is to mskp 
tbatfiiue more Ghriot(fly winch ve kam 
i» ike School tfReUffott. 
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EPICURUS. 



Written by Monfieur iDu Roudcl. 



EPkwrm was born at a little Town 
caird Qargainm^ belonging to the 
Athenian Territory, in the Third Year 
of the Hundred and Ninth O^w^^^ ; he 
was carried in his Infancy to Samos by 
his Father and Mother, ISeocles and Che^ 
refirate ; Their Family which defcended 
from Philtm^ one of the Sons of the fa- 
mous Ajax^ being of the Number of 
thofe the AtheniM Counfel caus'd to be 
Tranfported to Samos y in order to efta- 
bU(h a Colony there, the better to Curb 
the Samidnsy who were at that time fuf- 

pe(5i:ed 
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peded to have 111 Defigns againft that 
Republick. 

'Twas here Epicurus^ (who conftant- 
ly went with his Mother to the Temple 
of J^^o) Jearnt that Inexpnffibk Pietj 
by the Greeks^ call'd, hai^rnmt a?\£icmy 
and that profound Veneration for the 
Gods, which fince made the moft con- 
fiderable part of his Virtue. 

This magnificent Temple, the De- 
cency and Pomp of the Ceremonies, thfe 
Melodious Hymns, and the vaft Conr 
courfe of People 5 that reforted thithet 
from all Parts, together with the Dre^d 
that the awful Prefence of the Goddeis 
caus'd, made without doubt animpret 
fion bn the Heart of Epicufus^ as yet 
Young and Tender, and infpir'd hiib 
with that extraordinary Devotion, Tha 
made him and bis Mother repair to dejerh 
ed and Hf chanted Houfis^ p9 drive out if 
their Praters the Evil Spirits that haunted 

He begdn at the Age of Fourteen to 
have an Inclination for Philofophy ^ ahd 
as a Grammarian was expounding a 
Verfe out of Beftodus^ concerning the 
Origin of the Chaos, Epicurus ask*d 

him 
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him, what the Chaos was ? Whence it 
had its beginning, and what Hands 
coulddifpofc it into that Order, what it 
was in itfeif ? nothing but Confufibn.Thc 
Grammarian anfwered him, that the 
Philofophers muft refolve him, as to 
thofe Points J Why then, fzys Epicftruf^ 
rii repair to 'em, and they (hall explain 
to^ me this Chaios, /we they are skfud in 
Natural Cdufes^ which thou art Ignorant 
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He firft frequented Pawphilus the 
Platonick, afterwards Naufiphams the 
Ifythagoreatty and at laft he applied him- 
felf to the Writings of Anaxagoras^ De- 
mocritnsy and ArcbilaSy Socrates^A Ma- 
iler. 

He found in all of 'em Ibmethinjg that 
fleas'd him 5 But not being fadsfied 
with any of 'em particularly, he ima- 
[in'd it was but making a Judicious 
)hoice of their moft reafonable Senti- 
ments, to compofe a perfed Syftem; 
Accordingly he did fo. The Work took 
him up Eighteen Yeats to finifli, which 
done, he open'd a Stool at Mpileney 
and afterwards at Lampfacum. 

At firft, he ptofefs'd himfelf bnly a 
Difciple of Dcmocritm J but his Curiofi- 

[b] tji 
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cy, or fome Domellick Afiair, caufing 
TjeArch-himto go to Athens^ during the Arch- 
on w^ji^ ooihip o( AftaxscratesjhQttiQtc converse 
1*^^S with aU the Philofophers ; after which 
Athens, he made himfelf the Head of a Party. 

That which mov'd him to do thiS| 
was the perplexity he found Democritm 
in, who believing the Operations of 
Nature to be necelTary, was there hard 
put to it to fave Free-will. For altho' 
it be true, that Things ad only accor- 
ding to dieir Caufes, and that thefe 
Caufes are capable of being CaufeSi 
only by Reafon of others, that preced- j 
ed them ; neverthelefs 'tis certain, there \ 
are fome, thaf ad of thcmfelves, and 
are themfelves the Principles of theit 
Motions. 

For Example, 'Tis true, that this. 
Years Fruits were produced by Tre( 
That rfiefe Trees were themfelves pro- 
duced by others, and fo upward for 
Ages paft, 'Tis true, thefe Trees nc- 
ceflarily produce their Fruits, all the 
Conditions jrequifite concurring; where- 
as, I that write the Life of Epicurus^ 
might chufe whether I would write it or 
not, notwithfianding I have a Pen, Ink 
and Paper by me, and that I have read 
the AnciencSy and the Life of Bpu^rus^ 

by 
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by the famous Oahjjendy. He therefore 
thought it neceflary to admit of certain 
Atoms^ for the Caufe of the Motion of 
Declination iyx^imof;^ without which 
there would be no Liberty left to Man, 
that is to fay, all his Adions would de« 
pend on Neceffity and inevitable Fata-. 
Uty J from whence it would follow, 
chat they could not reafonably be blam'd 
nor prais'd, and fo could not be inno- 
cently punifli'd, either by the Authori- 
ty of Juftice, or Religion. 
He had another Reafon to quit De* 
critti/s Opinion, which was becaufe 
this Philofopher did not fufficiently ex- 
plain the Beginmng, and End of the fe- 
deral Worlds, and that they who read 
his Works, could conceive no other O- ■ 
pinion than that thefe Worlds appear'd ! 
and difappear'd at the fame time^ 1 

As this Opinion made 'em uneafy, 
with Reference to the Comets, which 
were by feveral ofDewocritHs's Difciples^ 
as well as thofe of Pythagoras ind Or^ 
Jfbeusjtook to be fo many diftind Worlds, 
which they faw plainly difappear, JSp/- 
^HTus invented lb many Wturls,^ aviTT^o- 
td; as there were Worlds, in which each 
3f 'em might fuffer a Diflblution, and 
eafliime afrefh, being without any De- 

[b a] triment 
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triment to the Univerfe in general. 
My Defigti is not to relate here all 
BficurHss Notions 5 what I have alrea- 
dy faid, is only to fliew the Neceffity 
he was under, to leave Democritus^s Sen- 
timents. Tis true, he forfakes hirii on 
other Scores not altogether fo plaufible; 
but that was becaufe he was perfwaded, 
that we ought not to be too bold in 
mixing Mathematical Speculations witli 
Natural Philofophy, and that wc ought 
rather to be determined by our Senfes 
and Experience, than all the Reafonings 
ofMen. 

'Twas what made him abandon this 
* Great Naturalift, for as no body has 
ever been in thofe Regions, as Lucian 
obferves, he very reafonably conceived 
that it was eaiy to make a Miftake con- 
cerning many .things, without risking 
the Danger of being efteem'd either Ig- 
norant or Rafh. 

In truth,is it not a Pity, to behold the 
Aftronomers even of our own learned 
and clear-fighted Age, contefting about 
thebignefs of the Sun? CopermcHs vaikts 
it, One hundred fixty two times bigger 
than the Earth; Tycho^ One hundred 
and thirty nine. Lmjpergitis^ Four 
hundred and thirty four j and Kepkr^ 

Three 
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Three thoufind four hundred fixty nine : 
and this as they all think without err- 
ing a little, and what is ftill more plea- 
fant, they all pretend to prove their 
Opinion by Mathematical Demonftra- 
lion. 
Epicurus was then in the Right, to 

fey, (i^^^rai Tas "sr^j&i^n/J^oL irwrecty 
that pdjfibly tbefi Thinj^s might be^ no Bo-^ 
dy knowing the Truth thereof, nor in- 
deed any thing certain about 'em. But 
he is flill more cunning than all thefe 
Philofophers, for he exprefs'd in two 
Words, all that they laboured to make 
out with fo much Oftentation, and 
Strife. According to him^ the Sun wa* 
very large, xa^ cturov in it felf, and 
very little with rcfped: to us, 3cx7d ri 
"sr^ fijuLoi^y by reafon of its remotenefs. 

'Twas after this manner that he left 
DemocritHs's Opinion concerning the 
Earth. This imagin'd it to be flat Hke 
a Bafon, and the' other to be flat after 
the manner of a Quoit, but fomewhat 
inclining towards the South Pole, and 
very Mountainous towards that of the 
North. 'Twas beyond all doubt to re- 
cover all the Particles of Fire that reful- 
ted and flew off at their fall into the 
Sfanijh Seas, and which rebounding^ 

[b3] reappear'd 
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reappear d again at a great diftance, be« 
hind thofe Mountains, towards the Eaft, 
according to the Report of all the Ma- 
riners of thofe Times 3 or rather it was 
to avoid all the Turnings and Shiftings 
of die PhilofopherS) that he feem'd to 
Back the Relation of thofe Sailors ; for 
as to himfelf, he was well enough fatif* 
fiedi with his own, o^M^raiy it may b§ 

Be it as it will) he did not bUndly 
follow the Did:ates of any Body in 
Phyfical Matters : and looking upon all 
theQueftions of this Science, as trifling 
things, and the Work of the Mind of 
Man"; and only with relation to natural 
HappinefS) he would have us confider 
it amply, as a proper Occupation for 
US, and as a Means to free us, from 
the Hopes and Fears that torment us* 
'Twas a Pleafureto hear him, as he was 
well vers'd in the Opinions of the PAl» 
lofopbers^ and had a Great and Nohlc 
Mind, a fine turn, and happy Expreffion, 
and that all this was difplay'd in one of 
the delightfulleft Gardens of tlie World, 
amidfl a Thoufand Flowers that per< 
fum'd his Auditory, his Hearers were in 
a manner enchanted in io plealanc a 
Place ; and it was impoffible to leave it 

without 
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without being Eficums's Friend, and 
believing what he faid. 

However, 'twas without abufing his 
Mind, that he triumph'd in thefe A& 
iemblies. There never was any Man 
lefs dogmatical than he ; Twas always, 

it fiims to tne ; it maj befo j '/// frobabte^ 
tii')^. Q^^i^aiy &aui. There was no 
haughty imperious Air in this Man ; he 
never :^ke any thing in a Magifterial 
way J and his Acjtions were always ac^ 
companied with Gentlenefs and Mode- 
ration. This extraordinary Behaviour 
was very engaging ,• all Athetts rung of 
it, infomuch that Crowds of People re- 
ibrted to him with Pieafure 5 and in a 
few Days Eficurus had more Difciples, 
than any other Phiiofbpher of his Time, 
This difpleafed thole Philofophcrs, 
but particularly theStoicks; and bc- 
paufe Diotimus was the moft proper 
Perlbn for fo bold an Undprtaking, he 
waspicch'd upon to write ^ainfl: Epicn^ 
rus : A great many of his Satyrical Let- 
ters were fcattered all over Gteece ; no- 
thing was to be heard in all the Porches 
pf Athetts but Infamous Reports con- 
cerm'ng Epicurus ^ \ one while, that he 
had had to do with Leotttiurtt^ or Themi* 
fie; aaodier Time he had pafs'd the 
' " [b4] Night, 
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Night, either in Drinking or Gaming^ 
or Roving up and down the Streets ; in 
fine, this day they charged him with 
one Crime, the next with another. To 
all which Epicurus remained fiient ; he 
conddered that our Reputation does not 
abfolutely depend on our felves, and 
therefore, if we injurioufly fuffer in it, 
through the Malice of others, it ought 
not to diflurbus^ the Teftimony of a 
Good Confciencc is worth a Thouland 
Witneflcs ; and he thought he was hap- 
py enough, that he had nothing to re- 
proach himfelf with ; and as Calumny 
looner or later wears off 5 he judged he 
had nothing to do but to continue his 
Virtuous Pradtices, to undeceive the 
World : The fincft Revenge in his Opi- 
nion, was to flight the Injuries, he was 
loaded with through Envy, and leave 
It to Fofteriry ( who would not be by- 
afs'd by the Fadions of his Time) to do 
his Memory Juftice, and dilcover the 
Malignity of his Enemies. 

As to Diotimusy he was fo far from 
being Angry with him, that he rather 
pity 'd him, and left him to his Deftiny, 
that had only given him Folly for hi? 
Portion ; he would frequently fay, that 
f^j Writwgs wen more drvertifrg ta him 

than 
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than any ^Ariftophanes'/ Comedies^ and 
th^t be Jhould be nnvpillingto cufe being 
iheSuhjeH of his Fooleries. 

When the Stoicl{s perceived that no- 
thing was able to fliake his Conftancy, 
and that Spight could not difturb him 
in his Duty, they bethought themfelves 
of crying down his Dodrinc, as much 
as lay in their Power. Immediately 
Epicurus was reprefented an Impious 
profligate Wretch, that deferv'd to be 
caft headlong from a Precipice, as one 
who taught his Dilciples nothing but a 
Criminal Voluptuoufnels, and Idleneft. 

This is faying much in a few Words j 
for making him pafs for Impious, was 
raifing againft him, the whole Priefthood 
of the World i and branding him with 
Voluptuoufnels, was alarming all the Fa- 
thers and Mothers of Greece and Italy^ 
as againft a General Corrupter of Youth ; 
and the Malicious Interpretation they put 
upon his Precept of living privately and 
retir d, was no lefs than arming againft 
him,all the Magiftrates,as againft a Man 
who prejudiced Youth againft the taking 
any part of the Government upon 'em. 

Thefe cruel Accufations being capa- 
ble of doing Epicurus a Great deal of 
of har m, he thought it adviJTable to 

flicw 



xii TA^r Life (/EPICURUS. 



fliew the Injuftice of 'cm, for which 
purpofe, he publifli'd his Works j his 
Hegejianax^ or Treatife on Holyncfs and 
Piety, and his Cbaridemus^ or concern- 
ing the Nature of the Gods, were 
dleen^d by Cicero (who had perus'd 
'cm ) to be fo perfcd in their Kindsf^ 
that the Pontiffs Coruncanus and ScsvoU^ 
could not have writ better 5 and without 
all doubt, it was a Mortification to him, 
that fome of bis Friends were not the 
Authors of thefe excellent Works. As 
there are only fome Fragments left of 
thefe Books, among the Works of the 
Ancients^ I ihall take notice of what I 
have learnt from them concerning 'em. 
'Tis mod certain, that Epicurus pro? 
fell the Belief of a Plurality of Gods } 
be was daily in the Temples 5 he fre- 
quently ofler'd Sacrifices, and was very 
Converfant with the Priefts. In that 
quarter pf die Town which he inhabit- 
ed ( whi^i was the Old Town) there 
was a Fenus done by Alc^wenus^ which 
by I know not what Accident, was not; 
fo much in Vogue as it deferv*d ) he by 
his Devotion and Piety fet it in efleem ) 
and in a little time made it as famous 
as the Penui Vrania^ of Phidias, 



I 
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I fliall not cake notice of nCSpindiBg 
a Chappel at Samos^ in the Temple of 

2unoi nor of the Dardcular Venera^Oh^ 
e paid to AfoUo apicwrins 5 But I moft 
not omit ( as an indifputabie Token of 
his Piety ) That being hated and envied 
at Athens^ by the Generality of Pbih* 
fipheri 3 he had not fail'd being baniih- 
ed from the Town, as ArijUtU was 5 
or fwallowing the bitter Potion like So^ 
^ratet^ if his Enemies could have had 
fufficient hold of him, on the Score of 
Religion. 

Another invincible Proof of his Piety 
iS) that none of the Gentiles ever ador'd 
the Gods with the fame Purity and Sin- 
I cerity he did. Mod commonly their 
Prayers were leifi/hj they either im- 
pior'd the Blefling of fome additional 
Good, or the avoiding fome impending 
Evil ; Nay, fome of "em were fo irre- 
verent in their Petitions; that the more > 
Modeft and Religious were for having 
die Gods prayed to after a publick 
Manner^ and with an audible Voice ; to 
avoki the Infamy of thofe who fhould 
beg Impertinencies. But as for Eficu^ 
fw/ he approach'd the Gods, neither 
through Avaricioufuefs nor Fear 5 'T was 
always with a FiUal Duty, and out of 

an 
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an awfto rcfpedl to their Power and Ma- 
jefty ; and with a regard to the Excel- 
lency of their Nature. Deum Colebat^ 
(iays Seneca ) ntdta fpe^ nuUo pretio in* 
duSus^ fed propUr majeflatem ejus exim^ 
am^ fupremamti'iy Naluram. 'Twas to 
thank 'cm for fome particular Difcove- 
ry that Day ; for fome new Attainments; 
for being given to underftand that his 
Friends vj^ere in good Health, *or on the 
Store of the Pubiick Welfare and 
Peace, &c. But mod commonly it was 
to thank 'em that he had a Trufty and 
True Friend ; that he was prepared for 
Calamities and C roffes ^v^fOL^jtajZ v/^lv^ 
Z r3sc(, &c. 

He was a very afliduous frequenter 
pf the Temples, in fo much that Diodes 
(Avho had a contrary Opinion of him ) 
perceiving him there, could not forbear 
breaking into this Exclamation, What a 
Solemnity is here f What a.uoble SpeSack 
do I behold ? Epicurus in a Temple ^ AB 
wj Sufpicions vanijh^ Piety rejnmes its 
Place^ affd Jupiter never appears fo^reat 
MS vphtn Epicurus is on his Knees^ oi ^ra- 
vfyJt/^ opiSa/\//?r, &c. 

I muft at the fame time own, That 
he contributed a little to his Calumnies, 
by his Notions concerning Provid^nco: 

He 
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He believed the Gods led a peaceable, 
quiet, undifturb'd Life ( in their Intra- 
mundane Spaces) in the full Fruition of 
a profound Security, and every way en- 
joying a perfed Eafe, had no other Em- 
ployment than the Contemplation ofthem* 
felvefy and their hlifsfnl State^ and thus 
vorapt Hf in their own Happinefjy and filled 
with theif proper Excellency^ they tfonld 
not concern themfelves with the Govern* 
ment of the World y hht left it entirely ta 
tak^ its Chance. I(^ 

But Epicurus thought thus only with 
reference to the Revolution of the Sea- 
fons, Generations, and Corruptions, 
and other Phyfical Matters. He ima- 
gined the World was Vigorous and 
ftrong enough to fupport and maintain 
it felf in the ftate it was in. He believ'd 
that every thing had its peculiar Fundti-. 
6ns, and that after fo perfcdit and eafy 
a manner, that the Birds for Example, 
could fly up and down in the Air ; and • 
the Fiih fwim to and fro in the Water, 
and each in their refpc(9:ive Element feek 
their proper Food, &c. without any 
neceflity of a Divine Providence to 
Guide and Dired: thefe Motions. But 
as for what related to the Morals, he 
thought the Gods made that their Care, 

as 
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as it appears by thcfe Divine Words^ 
T* a verj hard and difficult Thing far 
bint^ who by his A3$ons njiolaUSy and 
injures Human Society j to pafs his Days 
quietly and eapy j for if it was poJ/iUe fir 
him to deceive the Godsj (which it k 
not even in thought) and although hi 
might imfofe upon Men^ yet he mufi needs 
kpow that this cannot laji always. A Sur^ 
prize y a Dream ^ a ft of Sicknefs fljall un^^ 
iye a Mans Tougue^^ and mak§ him dif 
tove^fhe Sins he has fo indujirioufly con* 
ceaFd. In fine^ he thai Tranfgreffes and 
Commits a CrimCj is never at quiety hut 
always refilefs and uneafy^ and in perpetu* 
al Expe&ation of the Punijhment he hoi 
defervd. 

Lucretius expreflcs this Thought very 
well, fo does Petronius and Lucian^ 
Every Body knows they were all three 
Epicureans : Lucretius has it thus, 

NeC facile efi ptacidam^&facatam degere Vitam^ 
Qui violatfa£iisy Ommunia fcedera PacUj 
Etfifattit enim Divttm Genus^ humanumq^ 
Ptrfetuo tamen id fore Gamy diffidere debet ^ 
Quiff e ubife tnultiy per fomnia fdfe Loquentes^ 
Aut Morbo delirantesy frocreare feruntwr 5 
Et Celata diu in Medium feccata dediffe* ' 

Thus Englilhed, by Mr. Creech. 

Nor 
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Nor can thoie Mea expeft to live at eale, 
Who riolate the Qmmon Bonds of Peace ; 
Tho' now they lie conceal'd, from Men and 

CGod, 
They ftill mult fear^ 'twill fometinies codie 

; £abroa45 
Sincefbme2)//f4i'/^,andromeby NighthUC2Cf^ 
The Wicked Adioos they have done By day, 
Tho hid in Night i fcarce HeU fo dccf as they. 

Petronius. MM ^ft extra legem vivenpbm^ 
Meruere Jemper exfeBant^ \jpiiatfmi^ 

The Vicious never paft their Time; but ill. 
Always expeding, what will follow ftilL 

Lucian. Ov Aifeii^ J ^k^'^l Ao5^^(f/^(gL. 

You can't deceive the Gods, contrive it 

, tae'er fo well. 

How odd foever this Opinion^ iHjiy 

appear, it has, notwithftandirig, * teen 

received by fome of our Predeceflbrs. A 

famous Author has pretended, that 

God's Providence concern'd it felf with 

nothing but what related cithfer to Mo- 

rality or Divinity. As for the refpe- 

dive Members of the Univerfe, he 

thinks they may be confidered as a great 

and magnificent piece of Clockwork,- 

that 'God had framed for many Ages, 

and which of it Telf would laft for the 

intended time, without being out of, 

ordr 
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order, by reafon of the Skilfulaefs of 
the Workman, and the Goodnefs of the 
Work. 

As to his Opinion concerning Plca- 
ittre, there is hardly fuch an Inftance df 
Injuftice being done to any Man, his 
Works have been falfified, corrupted, 
and mifconftrued j and altho' from time 
to time one or other has juftified Efku-^ 
rus^ the Stoic^s^ who were always the 
•noft prevalent with the People, by 
their Hypocrify, always found fome 
means or other to fruftrate thofe Vindi*. 
cations. 

Epicurus his Notion in reference to 
Pleafure was this, he believed that to 
be happy, as far as our Mortal Conditio 
cn^ and the frailty of our Nature would 
permit we fhould enjoy a perfeS Tran-- 
qHillity of Miffd^ and an Indole ftcy as to the 
Body^ fjifrci dXyiTv xam crSjuictj fxiftt. 7a- 

epcVTfcSteci TLoum 4^;^. For as we are 
conftantly expos'd to the Revolution of 
the Seafons, to the Intemperance of the 
Air, to Bufincfs, arid the Fatigues of 
Life, &(\ 'tis a great Thing not to be 
diflemper'd, witlk)ut afpiring to a pet- 
fed: Healthy 'twas thus he exprefthim- 
felf, to lliew the difference betwixt his 
Opinion, and that of the CTr«7/e<j/!r/. 

Thtf 
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The Cjnn£ans plac'd the Soveraign 
Goody or Pleajkre oi X4V^4 in Motion ; 
BpicuTMs d» ra\j')(la. in Bii^il and ^kx ; 
The Cjrensans in the Body 5 Eficurus 
chiefly in the Soul 5 the Cynnaans in the 
^reftnty Pajiy and F»^»rf • the Cyrev£^ 
ms elleemed the Pains of the B^;^^ to be 
nfupportable ; whereas Epicurns lookt 
ipon thofe of the Mind^ alone to be ca- 
pable of tormenting us at all Tmesy and 
n all Places. 

Now if we rightly confider after what 
iianner Epicures liv'd, there is not the 
sail Ground to think him a Man of 
eafure and Diverfion ^ moft common- 
ly he liv'd upon Bread and Water, and 
when he had a mind to indulge himfelf 
a little more than ordinary, he required 
no more than a litde Cytbarean Cheefe, 
and a Quarter of a Pint of VJin^. He 
bad contracted fuch an habitual Tem- 
perance^ that lefs than a Penny a Day 
Jefiray'd His Expences : and although 
feveral of his Followers, imitated him 
Fery Zealoufly, yet none came up fo 
near to his Sobriety as Metrodorusy who 
Qotwithftanding, fpent i Penny a Day* 
One of his Enemies fpeaks thus of him s 

^Tis with Pleafure I make me97tion>ofE^ 
picurus, that they who refort to' his Hahu 

[ c ] tatiotty 
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tationj as to M^aradife of Pkafkn^ ^a^ 
Ifpovj that in what fart fo^vir ikej oom 
tbere^ thej mufi live and beham thnofohti 
Soberly and ModeJHjf. If iktf repair A 
his ddigbtfiil Garden J and pfuqnfeio tbeatt 
jelves tbere^ idl fifU of Bkafnre^ byrea/k 
ofthefe Words that are Writ ovtr the QaU < 
Paffetf^er^'tis here than wilt find good Bn 
tertainment ; Tiir here Aat Heafitre i 
ejleemd the Sever aignGood^ The Mi^ 
is always ready to receive thee CourteoUjly] 
bui takf notice of one Thing; then nm) 
expeS only a piece ofCakfy and tifyfiUi 
Water. Here Hunger is not pi:ovokHl 
but fatisfied; Thim is not exdted, 'hi 
quenched; and that^ with what cdSk 
little or nothing. Is this all i Yes, aik« 
this is the Pleafure that Epicurus wii 
charm'd with ; but let us hear what In 
fays himfelf, ^ZA^i^ /uLomplo^ ^i^ & 
Ihankf be to bleffed Nature^ for having^ 
topjtrived it^ that thofe Things that an 
really neceffdryy are eajify procurable^ rrbert 
as thofe that are not neceffary^ are ken 
to be foundy wilt thoufupport iJfe I haiM 
Bread and Water. Wilt thou fair nicefy^ 
Be Hungry; for 'twould be in vain to ran 
fack, the Market for Scarce and ccfilf Di/h 
esj either cfFleJh or Ft jh^ and whatjoevei 
Luxury and a nice Palate might propafe 
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^ ..^^ : 

U fl)uU h fi fdlr ftdik fithfyifig^ that it 
'^aS rafher pfoifokf an Appetite; whereas 
Mt tbefim time^ afmatt matter fiall fnf^ 

■te J iffou only regard jour prejent want. 

s it net pUift^ tbdt Natfire has no other 
J P than to dppeafe Bunger and Thirfi ? 
It does not require an Expenfive Food in 
*0yKindy bntonty^Ti>hatisfiificient. As 
fi^^jfilf, ajlice ofCa1{e^ and a Draffght 
tf Spring Water^ makes me vie with Jupi- 
ter himjdf^ voith his NecSlar and Ambro- 
^a^ imd not in the teaji envy him. For 
tbefi Twenty Tears pajl^ lefs than a Penny 
a ujy has kfpt me. Nay^ fometimesj I 
havt even kffened thaty and dont allow my 
ifdfwhat I could dijpenje with^ in order 
to find out whether any thing be wanting 
to my Pte^itre. 1 have from thence oh-^ 
fervedy that afmaU matter wasfufficient 
for Nature^ that woutd eafily accufiom it 
^Ifto it. Infine^ If it £e the CharaUer 
of the Gods tofiand in need of nothing j 
it is the Charaffer of 4 ffife Man to want 
very little. 

This made him fay ofPithocIes^ who 
had lately inherited large Poffcfliohs^ 
and y«t thiffted after others ; If yon 
have "d Mind to make Pithoclcs liich^ fou 
mfi nof add to his iVealth^ hut confine 
(md leffen his IVifljes. This made him 

[c x] fay 
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fay again to thofc who ' dreaded Pover- 
ty; IfyoHwlllive according to Nature^ 
you need never fear being Poor j' and if 
yon mufi live according to Opinion^ yonH 
fjever he Rich j for Nature requires but lit- 
tie J vphereas the greateji Affluence is not ' 
enovgh for Opinion. 

But if Epicurus w^s Temperate, he 
was not Icfs Chaft 5 Cbryfippus as much 
his Enemy as he was, yet bore him this 
Teftimony j 'Tis true, He faid, it was 
tlirough hfenfihilitji^ Si dvanG^aLxJi^ and 
that certainly he was Impotent. 

I can't tell whether what he faid was 

from Infpcdtion, or whether the Stone, 

which had tormented Epicurus^ almoft, 

during the whole courfe of his Life, had 

not afforded him Icifure to be Amorous. 

But this is molt certain, that never any 

Man had a meaner Opinion of Love 

than he 5 axjuu^aiGLy faid he^^ mr^ fjth 

U/Mvxy dyoL'Tniroy ^ ei' jul)i f58Aa\f€y, Love 

never benefitted any one^ nay^ *tis much ij 

it did no harm. In his Opinion, it was 

a fort of Fever, deftrudive to the Body 

in fine, a fhort Epilepfy. He look'c 

upon it as a ftiortner of the Days of th( 

moft vigorous s and judg*d that th 

Gout, the Weaknefs of the Eyes, dn 

trembling of the Nerves, were all caul 

e( 
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sd by the Commerce with Womcn^ and 
:haf they who defired to live in Health, 
or at lead be free from Infirmity and 
Pain, ought to pradice this Precept 
that he had frequently in his Mouth, 

T^^w^ oi)io^/ii^ "zt&oov amvin Koe} (nripfj/tl^ 

QvuMpvifsv;^ to eat moderately, ufe much 
exercife, and to have nothing to do with 
Women. 

Now although he allow'd his Wifeman 
to Marry upon certain Confiderations, 
j^et he always was againft the illegal 
ufe of Women. There was nothing he 
had more in Abomination, than thofe 
common Proftitutes, who may be pro- 
perly ftyVd, The Sinks ef Luxury and 
Lafdvioufnefs^ and who may be faid to 
be carried away with the Torrent of 
their Paflion. There are (notwithftand- 
ing the Depredation of Time ) fufficient 
Teftimonials in his Writings of his A- 
verfion to fuch Pradices, and the Seve- 
rity with whicn he forbid all his Follow- 
ers, entertaining any Commerce with 
Peribns of that Charader 5 but above 
all, the livrng after the manner of the 
Cyniques. All which fufficiently lhew5 
[lis Chaftity and Modefty. 

[c 3] Bw? 
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But what could be the Caufe of aii/ 
Bodys fuipcding E icuru$ of IncoqtVr 
nency? 1 lUppofe here ic lies; Thean^ 
had allifted puhlickiy ac Pytbagaras 1^% 
Ledures ac S^:ms^ and Lafihtnia of 
Muntifseu^ aiid AxtQth&a of PhJjafi^ had 
heard PUto^ from whexKe Themifia who 
was a Woman of Senle, iaod had aMinidi 
to have more, thought Ihe might with- 
out Refkdioii goto Epki^rMs's G^den ; 
No notice was taken of it at firft ; Bin: as 
foon as MetrodorHs^ Epknrm^s Difcipky 
and famiUar Friend, liad taken theB^Ui^ 
tiful LecMSmm for Concubine; Then Dt- 
otimus pojfidomus and Sopopy began to 
Inveigh againfl: thefe Women, and load 
Epu$pruj with Calumnies, and biacken'd 
his Reputation as much as lay in (heir. 
Power, giving a fuU loofe to theic Inve- 
terate Malice againft him. 

But the Cafe is plain, Epicnriu hsd 
fuflcred Metrodortts to take LeontiHim for 
a Concnbifje becaufe his Cooftitutioti was. 
fuch, that he could not live without a 
Woman 5 both the Athenidn Laws> and 
Civil Laws allowing that fort of Conr 
veriation with Womea; and it feems 
very hard that thefe tlirce zealous Soo- 
icks fliould wink at Arifiotles having 
• ' Rerpjllh, 
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Hirf^lHs^ and yet on fuch fmaQ grounds^ 
titSti outfy vehemently againft EficHrns^ 
iinee lie vras Guihy of no more, than 
bafdy tolerating in his Friend, what bp* 
did not approve of in himfelf. 

There Were not wanting Perfons to 
vindicate Bpicnrm even in ms Life-time, 
as DiocHs^ Htrmacusy &c Nay, fome 
of his Enemies were fd juft as to do it, 
and among the reft Anemias ; who be- 
ing ask'd wl^ leveral came over from 
the other Philofophers to Bficumsj 
when at the fame time none of Epicnrns 
his Sed were obfcrved to go over to 
any other ? he anfwer*d. That it was far 

this Iktapm that it vpas an eajy thing to 
Wfa^f an Bunuch of a Man^ but it was 
tmf^bk to make a Man of an Eunuch. 
St. Uregofy Nazdan%en fays thus of him^^ 

Ipfam Voluptatem Putj^vit pracmium, 
Epicurus extare omnibus Laboribus, 
Mortaliumq; hue tendcre Bona omnia \ 
Ac ne ob Voluptatem improbam 
Quis Crederet, Moderatus & Caftus 

[fuir. 
Dum yixit, Hie, Dogma Moribus pro- 

[bans.. 

[€4] Bui 
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But lee us confider EpicHrus's Precept 
Xoid^ ^wtfW, Live obfcurely. And CXr 
amine whether it be fo pernicious as it 
. is reprelented. 

'Tis moil certain, that this Masum is 
none of Eficurus's^hxxt his Brothers Ne» 
ocles^ who took a particular Delight in 
a Private oblcure way of living. 'Tis 
true, Epicurus advifes not to meddle 
with the Government of the Republickj 
unlefs mov^'d thereto^ by fome preffing 
Caufe : But then we muft reflecSt he was 
forming his Wifeman^ whofe chief Em- 
ployment was to be that of Contempla* 
tidn J for as to thofe who are naturally 
ambitious and covetous of Glory and 
Honour, 'tis none of their Bufmefs to 
live conceal'd 5 on the contrary, he ad- 
vifes 'cm to betake themfelves to an 
adive Life, by fome FuncStion or Of- 
fice in the Government, becaufe tliey 
would lofc their time in a Contempla- 
tive Life, Oj hr i,(jv^^^v^ &c. for 
which Reafon Epicunij would have eve* 
ry Man examine himfelf, by fludying 
his Inclinations, and then follow that 
courfe of Life that is mofl: agreeable to 

'em. dyz^lv ^yjurmv rlw y;^vr,v* The 

Good of every Perfon confifts in what 
he delights in. 



Do not wc find there hare been Bpu$^ 
reans both of the Sword and Gown i 
have there not been of 'em in the Senate^ 
and in the Ar^ty ? Not to mention FeU 
Ujus^ Tarquatuj and Trebatiusy was there 
Qot a Pompomns Atticusj that wife and 
vertuous RomM^ whom Cicero efteem'd 
beyond all his other Friends, and who 
feem'd to be fent into the World, only 
to do it Good, and to teach it how to . 
live. It is but reading his Life by Cor^ 
neUus NepoSj to have a perfedl Idea of 
^n honed and vertuous Man, and of the 
manner how the True followers ofEpp- 
curtts led their Lives. Don't we find in 
the fame Romey Thorins^ Memmius^ L. 
Varus y and feveral other Men of the 
Sword; and, in fine, that C. Cajfius^ 
who had infallibly defeated Auguftus 
had it not been for that unlucky Scoick 
Brutus y who would needs command the 
{light Wing, at the Philippic ASion. 

From all which it is plain that Epicu^ 
THss Do(9:rine contain d nothing Preju- 
dicial to the Commonwealth s ^^d 'tis 
as plain that he did not deferve to be 
cenfured for the Precept of living pri- 
vately. _; 

However, 
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However, 1 fhall % in the behalf of 
Neocles^ that when he firft proposed iq^ 
he had no dtbcr View than the Welt- 
fare of the Private Pec^lc of Aihems^ 
and thofe who Uke himfelf had a Miikf 
to lead a retired and quiet Li|e j for in 
fllort, *tis neither Infcriptions, nor Stsi^ 
tucs, nor Triumphal Arches J nay, not 
even the Triumphs themfetves that zi^ 
capable of making a Man Happy. IB^ 
iiaes. How many are there who ];iaVQ 
really defcrv'd them, and yet have not 
had them ? And^ on the otner fide, how 
many have haiid thofe didinguifhing 
Marks of Honour, and yet have not 
defcrv'd 'em ? What Pains ? What 
Tricks ? What Meannefles have not 
bqen ufed with thefe People to obtain 
'cm ? The Man who has had Three 
hundred Statues eredled to him» has 
been unhappy enough to fee. 'em all 
thrown down before his Death, A 
fmall matter puts you in the Peoples 
Favour, and as fmall a matter puts you 
out. If you are moire Vert uous, and 
better qualified than the reft of the 
PvCpubhck, you are piefently doom'd 
to Banifhment. If you get clear of ' 
that, you're accufed • ftrait of fomc 

other 
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Other Crirpe : It is therefore, fays he, 
rnuch better, to lead an Ob/cure and Pri^ 
van Idfe^ from whence as from a Place 
pf Safety we may behold the Dangers 
tJiat pthers run^ without being con« 
cern'd therein ; whidi Mifchief they 
loeur, by their Miflake, in what Cofi« 
ftittttes Happynefs, through their Chi« 
thecal Notions. 

But it is a Man's Bufinefs U Lime t& 
himfelf, amd p^fs himfilf^ finccT he is 
moft certain, tbut be nmfi die for him- 

P¥- 

ZJfii vrve Tibi^ nam Mariere Tibi. 

But to return to Epicurusy he was not 
only a Man of Couniel, and Merit, but 
alio a Trufty Friend, and an excellent 
Citizen, when Demetrius befieged A- 
thiMj and moft of the Town were ftar- 
yed to that Degree, that a Father and 
Son fought for a dead Rat ; he was fb 
Boijnti&i as to fupport all his Family 
and Diiciples^ 'tis true, the Expence^ 
was iK>t great, for he diftributed to each 
Perfonfo many Beans each Day, how-' 
ever, this was more than he was obli-- 
gcd to 4o, and he thereby ga^e ^em ta 
^ under- 
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underfland how moderately he would 
)iave 'em live at all Times. 

This made him belov'd generally 
throughout all Gref^e, and panicularly 
by his Followers^ who in Plw/s Time, 
were wont to meet every twentieth day 
of the Month, in order to celebrate tx 
Commemoration of this Great Man. 

There was not one of them that had 
not hisPidture by him, or elle engrav'd 
pn feme Piece or other, or in a Ring; 
There were very few among 'em but 
had fome of his Works by Heart j Nay, 
there was a fort of Emulation amongft 
then^, who ihould know mod ^ one of 
'em nam'd Srjron could recite a great 
part of em, tho' Epicurus had writ vaft* 
ly. It is faid he writ Three hundred 
Volumes, and what is very particular, 
without quoting any Author, How- 
ever, it is not to be wondcr'd at, that 
his Difciples ihould vie one with ano* 
tfaer in the learning of 'em by Heart. 
There could be nothing more Polite, 
nothing more natural, nor more judici- 
ous 5 in fine^ they were of a Confum- 
niate Perfedion in their refpedive 
Kinds. One may form a Judgment of 
'cm by the Three fmall Epitomes that 

ar? 
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are yet extant. Cicero fays, they fold 
tnightil^ in his Time^ and were held in 
great efieem. 

I took notice of his being a good Ci« 
tizen, which mull be allowed by every 
one, fince he would never abandon his 
Country, although by reafon of the 
frequent Changes and Revolutions that 
happened in it, Athens fuffered very 
inuch, fo .that feveral Perfons of Diftin- 
dion and Merit removed thcmfclves to 
other Towns. He endard without 
Complaining the infatiable Avarice of 
Demetrius Pbalereus^ and patiently bore 
with all Lachareis Cruelties, and King 
Demetrius his Pride. He conftantly of- 
fered up his Prayers for the Profperity of 
the Republick, and the Rcfloration of 
the Ancient Government ; yet he ac- 
quiefced in the prefent Times^ and the 
Governours appointed it by Providence; 
When thefe Magiftrates were Vexati- 
ous and Cruel he arm'd himfelf with* 
Patience and Fortitude ; when their be- 
haviour was fuch as it ought to be, it 
caus'd in him both Gratitude and Love. 
In fine, he was refolved -to die where 
his Forefathers had lived and died, and 
accordingly he did at the Age of Thrce- 

fcorc 






icore and twelve Years of a Reteatioiii 
of Urine, having been furioufly tnc« 
mented wich the Stone. 

It is impoffiUe to die with greacer 
Conilancy, or rather Joy. He md the 
Sadsfadion to have liv'd, and to finiih 
his Courfe according to his Mind^ leaV'* 
kig his School in a flouriihing Conditi- 
011^ and being himfelf in tl^ greateffi 
fifteem, both in Greece and Itafy^ ih 
both which Countries he had a gxM 
many Statues ered:ed to him. He had 
lerved his Country and his Friends, and 
reflected with Pleafure on the Itate of 
Reft he was going to, in which he was tti 
be freed from thofe conftant Combats he 
had had with Tgnorance andSuperftition. 
Then running over in his Mind what 
had been moft remarkable in his Life, 
and the Refledions Poftcrity would 
make thereon, he had the Satisfadion 
on one fide, to find nothing but what 
was Praife- worthy in the paft, and no- 
thing but what would be glorious to 
him for the future. He therefore chear- 
fully embraced Death, as what would 
certainly fupprefs Envy and render him 
Immortal. 
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BpicHTMs was not miftaken in bis Ac- 
cmnpty for his Dodrine was taught a& 
ter his Death with more Zeal than du- 
ring his Life. 

It had Schools in moft of the £- 
mtnent Towns of the Roman Empire^ 
and notwithflanding^ upon the Ruin 
of the Empire, it underwent the 
fame Fate that attended all the othtr 
Philofophies, wz. illUfage, ncverthe- 
lefSy it has ever had Profeflbrs, either 
Publick or Private ; and iince the Learn- 
ed and Vertuous GaQendns has ex- 
pounded it, it is now more in Efteem 
than ever. 
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Introdugtioi*. t 

WE (hall often hate occalion W make 
mention of th^ Wife Mmin this: 
Treatife, and as the Tetm is va^ 
rioufly accounted for by the Phihfophers^ its , 
requifiic we fhonld explain the Notion and' 
Idea they had of it. 

The Wife Man- then, is he who adhere* 
tof7rrttf,and does nothing bntjbiy the di« 
redion of friidence^ and confcqhently never 
ads any thing b« what i^ fe-aife-worthj 

B and 
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and fit to be admir'd ^ 'tis the molt perfed 
Pattern oi the A&ions of our Life^ but the 
PhiUfofhers have reprefented him in a dific- 
rent manner, according to the particular 
Genius of their refpeftive Sefts. 
1. Meta. jiriftotU will have him to be a Man that 
has penetrated into every thing within the 
Conipafs o£ our Knowledge, that has dif- 
coverM what was unknown to other Men, 
who is imnioveablv fixt, as to his Opinion, 
from the certainty thereof ^ who knows beft 
how to teach the Truth of his Speculations ^ 
and who, in fine, prefers the knowledge ot 
himfelf, of regulating his Life and gover- 
ning his Paffions, to that which has only in 
view the Utility and Benefit of others. 

The Mind of the Wife Man (fays Ifocrates) 
&Vght to he in that ferency cjuiet^ and calm State^ 
that nothing jhou^d he able to ruffle or difiurh \ 
he mvfi reconcile himfelf to the T'imes^ h^j^fi i^ 
his A£tionSy and honefi, in his Converfation \ hi 
mufi bear with the vexatiofu Humors of thofe he 
frequent Sy mufi fitbjugate his Pajfions^ not he de* 
jeEitdin Adverfity^nor he in the leafipufft nf 
when Fortune fmiles : He ought to fofpefsoB 
thefe Qualifications fo perfeSly as to reduce ^tm 
into Practice \ without whichy he is unworthy ibi 
Tttle of WlkMan. 
Lib. 4. This. extraordinary Man ('according to 
Sufc. Cicero) is he who knows how to keep his 
quaft. jMjnd in a juft Moderation, and fuch anuih 
Ihakeable Firmnefs, as fliall caufea profound 
Tranquility ^who never gives way to Me- 
lancholy or Fear i who prefcribes Bounds to 
hisDefires, and who bel^ds all that hap^. 

pens, 
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pens to Mankind, whether vexations or de-* 
lightfnl, with fb indifferent an Eye, as to be 
ficitfaer too ranch difturbM, or pleas'd there- 
at. What can be fuppos'd to appear ex- 
traordinary to him, who has fo frequently 
meditated on the vaft Inimenfity of the Uni- 
verfe, and that of Eternity ? Can he meet 
with one thing in his Studies, or in the (hort 
fpacc of Time he lives, that can furprize 
him, whofe Mind isfo continually apply'd, 
that he fbrefees, expeds, and receives with- 
out Aftonifhment, whatever befalls him ? to 
whom nothfng is ever new, and who pafles 
over his Life without Fright or Difquiet, in 
any place the fickle Wantonnefs of For- 
tune Ihall appoint him ? 

Horace (after having told xx^That the Wife Lib. 3; 
Man ought to be eafy in Mind^ even at the ap- ^^ 3* 

froach of Death) rcY>rcknts him a, Man unal- 
terable in his Refblutions, determin'd never 
to follow the deprav'd Sentiments of the 
Vulgar,andabovc being fcar'd by the Threats 
of the Great j and fo much Matter of him- 
felf, that if the Univerfe was to undergo its 
laft Diflblution, he'd behold himfelf involved 
in its Ruins without Fear. 

*' The truly Wife Man (fays Petrarcha) ne- Dial. 2. 
** ver boafts of wnat he know^, becaufe 'tis 
** diametrically oppofite to Virtue, which he 
*' ought ftridly to adhere to v for he niuft be 
** Wife indeed, and not be fatisfy'd with the 
^* Reputation and Charafter of being fo, but 
** really be fo: He muft refled on the vaft 
** extent of Nature, liiuft examine himfelf 
** ftridly, and befcohi with Grief the many 

B z "Ex- 
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^^ Excellencies are wanting to an abfdlute 
*^and confummate Perfedion in his Attain- 
" ments, with reference to his Mind and 
^' Morals/ 

*''Tis not enough (continues the faid Au- 
*^thor) to fpcakwith Applanfe on all the 
" Sciences V 'tis much more excellent tore- 
'' coUeflrourfelves, and banilh all Fear, to be 
'' more exaft in our Conduft, and to endea- 
^' vour to attain an interiour Wifdom,. be- 
" caufe that diffipates at once the falfeOpiJMr 
*' ons which had feiz'd our Mind, and dif- 
" perfesthatinfolentTemerity thatpromptt 
'^ us on to the undertaking of things full of 
" inevitable Danger, and makes us wifli ne- 
ver to be neceffitated to give an Experi- 
ment of our Wifdom, left our Weakncfi 
" Ihou'd be difcover'd, and our Vanity ap- 
*' pear ridiculous. 
DeConf. Lifjtns defines the Wife Man thus, ** He's 
Hb.i.6j. " a Man ({zys he^ who runs a full Career in 
' " the fruitful Plains of Virtue, who gives 
*' himfelf a full fcope in Knowledge, who 
" informs himfelf of the true Spring from 
*' whence Fear proceeds, and fortifies him- 
** felf againft all the aflaults of the Paffion&r 
" Did you ever hear ("continues he) the 
*' haughty Motto of fome Kings of this Ag«i 
" Without Pear or Hofe ? Tis the true Cha- 
racier of this mighty Man j and he who ever 
can eftablifli himfelf in this happy State, is a- 
bove all crown'd Heads j he's in a perfcd 
Freedom, Fortune can have no hold of hin, 
his Conftitution can never fway his Reafon^ 
he is Subjeft to God alOAd« 
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The Stoick« fwho are no lefs vain than= 
the Pharifees among the J^ws) have been ex- 
travagant in tbe-Drfcription of their Wife' 
Man i the Qualifications tfiey have beftow'd 
upon him, have even drain'd their Imigina- 
tions •, the State they place him in, was the 
Work of thek Pride and VanityVand his At- 
tributesare fi> manyWitnefles of their Folly. 
j This Man^ who had his Exiftehce only in 
■ their Brains, is prefumptuous enough todi- 
' fpute ExceHency, even With the Deity it 
. felf. He would perfwade People, that in 
the vileft Slavery, He is the Only Man that 
bears the Scepter, that ti^e alone rules the 
Commonwealth ^ that He is the Only O- 
rator. Poet, Good Citi2ea,and true Friend j 
He dares to maintain, that uotwithftanding 
all the Deformities of Body, He's the onlf 
beautiful Perfon ; that in the greateft di- 
ftrefs. He's the only Rich Man •, and tho' ex- 
traded from the Dreggs of the People, He's 
the only Noble born. 

He knew all that the reft of Mankind wa* 
ignorant of ^ was incapable of Lyi^ig, fixtin 
his Opinion, out of the infult of th^ Paflions, 
and without the leaft dread of Torments ^ 
in Ihort, always of an even Temper, and 
ever in&llible. 

Neverthelefs, as thefe Philofophers re- 
flcftcd, that the natural Difpofition of Man, 
caus'd in him fuch Motions, that if very 
violent and ftrong, were ftil'd Paflions,hard 
to overcome ^ and that thefe Sallies, pror 
ceeding from Temper and Conftitution, 
were infeparablc from Life ; they bethought 
thcmfelves,by certain fallacious Reafonipgs, 
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to affign to their Wife Mm Ctho'. a partaker 
of all the figns of Human Frailty) fuch a ha- 
bit of Virtue, as ihould diftinguiih him from 
all .the reft of Mankind • , 
. They were fbbold as to maintain, that 
notwithftanding, whoever was addided to 
the Pleafures of Love, to Luxury, Debau- 
chery and Anger, were guilty: Yet the 
Wife Stoick ("altho' paffionately Amorons,in 
the higheft Tranfports of Anger,and amidfk 
the grcateft Merriments and Feafting^ was 
itill innocent, without being fubjed to the 
Tyranny of the Pa (lions. Can there beany 
thing more ridiculous than this way of Rea^ 
foning ? Was ther^ ever a^eft, where good 
Senfe prefided lefs ? It has nbip^ithftanding, 
afforded Great Men ; but if it gain'd a Repn- 
tation among the Greeks and Romans by its 
formalExteriour,'twas becaufe thofeNationi 
were pleas'd well enough with the fuperfi- 
cial part, provided it kept the People attcfl^ 
tive to the outward Appearance, of a felft 
Virtue j and at the lame time left to fuc- 
ceeding Ages the Admiration of a Miracle 
that had never been. 
Pe Tr; Senecd^ who is always boafting of the Bx* 
vi4.C. 7f cellency of his Wife Man, does notfcruplc 
to own, that all the Labour that way has 
been mifpent ^ and that 'tis without any 
Profpeft of Succefs, that we. feek after this 
Extraordinary Man ; he deferving only to 
be efteem'd fo, who is leaft Vicious. 
Ep. 24* For, to come to the point ; Catoj whom 
he fcems to look upon as a perfeft Pattern in 
th^t kind, falls Ihort of this wonderftil Cha^ 

fad^r? 
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rafter: For Truth, that difcoversia us the 
Weaktiefs of our Compofition, triumphs 
there, in fpight of all his haughty i&xprel^ 

[ions. Since the Affairs of Human Kind-^ fays ' 
this Maftcrpiece of Wifdom, are totally de- 
^pair^d ofy let^sfecure Cato. This Great Man^ 
:ontinues Seneca^ jlahVd himfelf mortally ^ and ■ 

Chirurgeons having drefs'd his Wovndsy he 
^vund his ftrengrb decay by the great lofs of 
Blood'f yet remained Jtill fo incens'^d againjt 
Caefar, that (as if enraged againjt himfelf) he 
laid violent hands upon his Wounds ^ and forf^d' 
\)isSoul to take its flighty in Contempt of all his' 
Power. 

Would not aiiy-body imagin, when Senecd 
fpeaks after this manner, that all was loft 
by the Death of Cato^ and that he was to 
have no lefs a Tomb, than the Ruins of the 
Uniyerfe ? 

Let us examin this Eloginm; this Roman 
certainly was not fuch as the Stoicks repre- 
fent their Wife Man. What fignify'd it to 
the reft of Mankind, whether Cafar or PofSr 
fey remain'd Mafter of the World ? The (e- 
parate Intcreft of fome particular Perfons 
were only concerned in thofe great Commo- 
tions^ and if Cato's Party had conquered, his 
Vanity might have led him to believe, that 
all Nations were going to enjoy a profound 
Tranquillity, and that Soul that hun-y'dit 
lelf out of this World, to fhun Subjeftion, 
would in all likelihood have been reconcird 
to Life, if it might have Ruled : If he faced 
Death without Fear, 'twas becaufc the 
Dread he had of being a Speftator of Cafar's 
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Triumph^em'dtohim to have fomething 
mitaiore terrible than Death it felf^ and 
that the Hatred and Envy he bore to this il- 
luftrious Conqueror, prefented to the Mind 
of this haughty Stoick, fomething frightful, 
even in Cc/kr's known and experienc'd Cle* 
mency. 

Can there be any thing more extravagant 
than Seneca s faying, that Cato having Jpip- 
ported and upheld the Univerfe, for a long 
time, he pould not furvive its Ruin ? Wh^n 
at the fame time America^ valtly more large 
than the Roman Empire, did not fo mucli as 
know the Romans by Name*, and£fc/»^ dreads 
ed nothing from the Attempt of their Arms. 
But Man (fays Petrarcha) is aft to rate hiyj> 
felf above his Condition '^ and as allhisWifdom 
is kut Folly before God^ ^tis no ftrange thitig^it 
Jhould be accompanied with Vanity. 
., Pride j which had its birth even in Heaven 
itTelf, had fo poflelt this Great Man's Mind, 
that he feems to be elated without any. Caur 
tion •, and his End bears a proportion to his 
Temerity : For the true Wife Man ought to 
be endu'd with Humility, and not prcfumc 
too much on his own Knowledge ^ always 
fubmitting it to Reafon, and ever preferving 
for the Great Being of all Beings, th^t Reli- 
gious Fear and Veneration, that is the be- 
ginning of true Wifdom- 

But as we have run over the feveral Opi- 
nions of Philofophers, concerning the Wife 
Man, kt us perufe yihzt Eficurus^ and hjs 
Followers, have left us on that Head. 

M AX. 
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Max. I. 

THE Wife Man may be injur'd fome* 
times thro' Hatred, Envy, or Con- 
tempt , without difturbing the 
Calm and Tranquillity of his Mind i becaufc 
in all fhofe Tryals he's fupported by the 
StrengtJi of Reafon. 

Reflection, 

Thq higheft Degree of Wifclom is to pofle(s an 
undifturb'd and peaceable Mind, which is certainly 
the Efiedof Renedion on our felves,and a fufficient 
Knowledge in Nature ; the one eradicates our 
Paffions, and the other having difTipaced the Fears 
that Difquiet us, perfects and coRfummatcs our 
Happinefs. When we are once thus prepar*d,wbar 
can in the leaft Moleft or be Uneafy to us ? For the 
true Wife Man beholds, as it were from a Fortrefi^ 
all the Spi^t and Malice of Man, and looks upoq 
it as the Bffeft of their Temper and Conftitutioo, 
or ni-nattire, and is pleas'd to find himfelf above 
their Power by the Force of his Reafon, and tb^ 
Virtuous Habit he has contraded. He k hrvulimk- 
lie, fays Seneca ^ not that he ifecure from outragim 
V/Vf» ^ h reafm they cartt alter ii Mind. 

Thus we find Thrdfeus, (whofe Virtue was his 
Crime) not in the ledt alarmed at Nero^s AngerL 
Phoeim was drawn in a Cart through the high Strtei 
of Athens to the Amphitheatre, there to receive 
Sentence of Death, without the lead (hock to his 
Inward Trahcjuillity : And Themifieehs not being 
able to Mrfwade BuriUaJes, the jithenian Gepeira^ 
to give Batde to J^jcfxtheKmg of ?rr^4; andttia^ 
General i(betfigprovokM by his rdtcratedlntreati^ 
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not to let flip fo favourable an Opportunity of con- 
quering ;) having lifted his Cane at him, this famous 
Grecian ferenely bid him ftrike ; fo he did,but to com- 
ply with his Jlequeft : Man*s Patience^ fays Solomon^ 
M a Tefiimmial cf hi H^fdom ; ^ti gtoriam to befi 
indifferent to ill Vfage^ m not to be the leaft mov^i 
thereat. 



M A X. II. 

THE Acquifition of Wifdom is fo folid 
a Good in it felf, that it can never be 
loft. » 

Reflection, 

Tis a Maxim the Stoickf have carry^d {b fiur,dilt 
their Pride, or rather their Folly, could not ftrain it 
higher, Seneca chofe rather to maintain, clut there 
were certain honourable Vices,than to acknowledge 
that C4^9, who was his Idol, had degeneraxed 6om 
the Charafter of a Wife Man, when he became a 
, . fiird Drinker. 
Epi $0. It had been more for his pufpoC? to have aflencd 
the infallibility of his ^ife Man with the Reafons 
he ufes in one of his Epiftles. 'Tir, &ys this Philoibir 
pber, an inward Sentiment that vtork^sPffmerfidfy in 
itt^ m to make m naturally adhere to Virtus^ and fy 
from Vice ; tind we ought to apply ourfehes with the 
uttnoft diligence afid labour ^ to root out thofi evil ie^ 
elinations which are in us^by reafin that the Acftdfiriem 
of good ones f is a I afting and permanent Good. Ar 
that Virtue that Wifiom inj^tres, can never befoul'* 
tf. '*7h eafy^ continues he, to fuppart tUe Ttufb^ 
kf the I{efle3ion we may makSf That the Pdjpms that 
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Tyrannise mtft ever us, are net born witbm ; and Ji 
toeing introdiii at Strang^s. they m^- be imijhtr e^ 
maJff room far more excellent Habi/s, which i(fafim 
fixes in m^ at in their Center. 

As long as Alexander followed the Precq>cs of 
Ariflotle, all that he did was worthy Admiradon ; 
the Beauty of hisSenciments, is dilcovcrable iache 
Letter he writes to Darim : ** *Tis needlefs for yoa 
** (fays he) to make Acknowledgments to me, tor I 
'* didnotufe Sis^igambis^znd the other Princefies,a& 
** ter the Generous m^ner as I did, to gain Thanks 
or Praiie $ and much lefs through any Doubts 
or Sufpicion I had of the Events of War, or out 
any Defire I had to make a Peace ; My Mode- 
*^ ratioa was the Etk£t of true Honour, and a Spc^ 
** cimen of the greatncfs of my Soul, which is the 
** chief Spring in all my Adions. Bus the Minute 
he ftifles theie (}omaiendable Inclinations, and 
chat he is deaf to the CounfeU of WifdcHnybe ceales 
to be; that Conqueror, vnho had been adn^ir'd by 
his Enemy ^ JFor his Magnanimity and Pride ha- 
ving overcoitti^ bis Moderatioo^; he compels the 
Ammonian Oracle tof acknoiiyledj^ him for the Son 
<^. Jufiter. And, as Eficternsyttf well obfery<i8|^ 
The vain Opinions of dbe Mitid are fo dangerous^ 
that it was neceilacy this Gireac Monarch ihouUl 
be defperately Wounded, to oblige him to own he 
was not the Son of a God« 

Was not Parmenii^s Aiifwer worthy Obfervation^ 
and ought it not to have made him fenfible of his 
Error ? ** 1 Congratulate you Prince, (fays he) that 
<« your Binh has been own'd by the Oracle, but I 
^* can't help pitying thofe who are to live under 
^ the Subjedion of a King who is more than 
^?*Man. 

His Vanity was offended at this Liberty, and 
^flbrded him fome Satisfadion in the Death of the 
moft faithful of his Friends; his Debauchery made 
^im forget that be ow'd his Life to Clytys, and made 
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kim Icill him unworthily for telling him the Trath ; 
it carry'd him {6 far, that he wr^^d his Revenge 
on P^m*s Palace, and caused thofe Illuftrious Mo- 
numents of the Perjian Kings to be burnt, after he 
had given Teftimonials ^ that he had Clemeriqr 
icnough to have pardoned his Enemy. To be Ihort, 
after he had refignM himielf up to the Violence or 
his Conftitution and Temper, he became fo im« 
moderate in Mirth, and {o dejeded in Grief, that 
be would have courted Death, to be rid of his 
Pain ; tbo' he had fo often ii^ulted it in the Field, 
and had recourfe to Aftrologers, to make him eafy 
in his Mind, in reference to his End. 

This was an EtkA of Humane We^Juiefs, Di- 
ftruft intermixed it felf whenever he would come to 
a. Refolution. All Ages have afforded us Exam- 
ples of this Truth : And^afcer the fall c£ the Great 
and Wife Sohmon, ^o is that prefumpcuons Mor- 
tal, that dare Flatter himfelf fo far, as to think htH 
endow'd with that Conftancy of Mind, that no 
Accident whatever can work upon, when all Mte 
muft allow it to be a Supernatural Gift ? 

Neverthelefi this Maxim of Eficurut is admira- 
ble ; Can any thing create in us a Stronger Defire 
CO poflefs a Good, than the Thought that *tis of 
pe^tetual duration ? And if it (hould happen chac 
after having attained to this high Pitch ot Perfbfti- 
on, of which this famous Grecian ipeaks, and that 
through Frailty onelhould fall from the exaA pra- 
cStice thereof, the very Fall it felf would have this 
Ad vantage, with it, by a due Repentance, as to 
make us more fenfible of our weaknefi, and excite 
us to fomething ftill more perfed. 
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Max. in. 

THE Wife Manprofenes the Excell^nqp 
of his Profemon, when he abandons 
Truth^nd entertains any thing that borders 
npon the Fable, for as Philofpphy is nothing 
clfe than ^ due Enquiry after Truth, Fidion 
proves an ObftadC;to the Succefs we ought 
to be bleit with, from the kno>/v ledge of it. 

Reflection. 

Sficuruf here gives a Noble Idea of bis Send- 
ments : He requires, that -his Wife Man fhouldbe 
entirely devoted to Truth, and chat, with all the 
Realbn imaginable ; fince (he may properly be fiud 
CO be the moft agreeable Kourilhment of the Mind» 
^dy according to Plato^ the moft eflennal Delight 
fhereof; and which he ever ought to have in view., 

'Tis by her means that we reduce our Specula- 
tions into Pra(^ce, and that we learn to live undi- 
fturbedly in the greateft Confiifipn of the World : 
in fine/tis Ihe that (by the knowledffeibe gives us of 
things) baoilhes our Paflions, ax%d all our Fears* 
Since Knowledge is then; {o ufefu], is not Epicurut 
mightily in. the icight, when he re^uiresythat Fi&ion 
ihould no ways.intermingle with it,by reafon it ob- 
ftruiSs and hinders die true'^ibovery thereof. ,A 
Lye» however ingenious it may be fiippps'd,ougJli^ 
never to come out of the Mouth of a rhilpfpher, 
. who in FUtoh Opinion can never approve of fudi 
CbimeriaU Notions. • 1 ' 
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M A X. IV. 

THE I'yifc Man is not to beformM out 
of all Difpofitions andConftitutions; 
nay, every Nation da's not afford this ex- 
traordinary Man. 

Reflection i, 

nris moft certain, chat many Things are reqoi* 
fite CO the forming a iVtfe Mam m moft have 
receivM fix)m Nature the neccflary Difpofitions for 
this State, which feems to raife him fomewhat a- 
bove his Condition ; and thefe Difpofitions are fo 
different, that they are rarely found in the iame 
Perfon. 

His Moderation, his Docility, and his Vivacity 
ought to have ihewn themfelves from his Infancy} 
he ought naturally to have a clear Conception. Is 
it probable, that the Knowledge of any thine can 
charm us very much, if the difcovcry of it be ib 
very intricate and laborious ? 

Thefe Qpalifications would yet be ufdefi, if he 
were not modeft and eafy in his Converfatjoa, if 
he ^ere not fteady in his Sentiments, and werenot 
endowed with a happy Memory ; without dut ab- 
folutely-neceflkry Faculty, how great foe*er his 'U- 
dination might be for Learning, he would ffiUI re- 
main Ignorant. Tis an excellent Temper mtift 
give the finiihing Stroke to thefe different Thitlgs: 
A morofe and vexatious one foments evillnclina' 
dons : And can any thing keep us at a greater di-' 
ftance from Truth (which is the chief aim of tbc 
Philofopher) than the Irregularity ofhisMindadB 
Morals ? Thefe Reafonings (which we have ta-* 
ken from Plato) fufEciently demonftrate the firft 
Part of this Maxim j let us make fome RcBedion 
ondieiecond. 

RE. 
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Reflection 2. 

Nocwichftanding the Greekj were in full pofl<£» . 
fioa of all the Sciences, which mighc ferve for foine 
Excuie to their exceffive Vanity, yet I can hardly 
dunk it reafbnable to confine the ff^fe Man to 
Greece alone $ as if no other Country could aflford 
£6 precious a Produd:. 

3ftiftin was not fo prepoftft in their Favour. *Ti 
akogether Jiirfria^ing (fays he) t$ obferve how bounti'^ 
fiU Nature has been to the Scythians ; for what thi 
Naiim ceuld net find in the Precepts of her Philofi^ 
fbers, mr in the man^ Wife Men it had yielded, has 
heenfttMlfd by Nature only ; infinmcb, that hem 
t elite feeder f dnd Learned the Greeks wercytheyfeem 
te he outdone (in their Morals) bj theft Barbarians : 
So trite it i. That the Ignorance office was more be^ 
neficial to the one, than the Knowledge of Virtue was 
frcfitable to the other. 

However, Thales having thank'd Fortune that 
he was bom among Reafbnable Beings, and was a 
Man 9 thinks himielf obliged to thank heralfo, 
that he was a Native of Greece. 

Seneca makes Epicurus diftinguifli three forts of 
HyiMcn: Thofe ofthefirft Rank were fuchas 
our Philofopfaer ; whofe excellent Difpofition and 
natural Qjialifications, have (without any help^ 
traced the Seeps offPifdom. The fecond not being 
fo richly endowed by Nature, were able to do no- 
thing of themfelves $ they have (like Metrodem) 
ftood in need of a Guide ; t)ut then they havt 
eza&iy followed the Rule prefcrib*d 'em. ,The 
laft, fuch as HermacuSf were of another kind ; they 
not only ftood in need of one to help and affift Vm, 
bui to watch and obferve all their Motions, and 
(bmecimes to ufe Violence to their Mind and Tem- 
per. 

Sentcd 
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Seneca giving his Opinioh of theie twolaft kinds 
of Ifyh Men^ agrees itith Eficurus^ that Metrodo* 
rus was by much the more Fortunate, not to find in 
himfelf any Obftacle to his Defign ; but tbatHemu- 
an bad moft reafon to be latisfy'd with his £ndeji- 
vours, fince not having received from Nature thole 
Parts which are requifite for this Study, he bad 
made a (hift to overcome his evil Diljpofinons, and 
forcM *em to give way to other excellent Q!iali<^ 
ties ; by whole means he, in a manner, compel'd. 
PPlJdom to rank him among herFoilowers. 

^is moft certain, that any Country may mo*. 
duce Men in whom (hall be fbimd all PhuohjUi^ 
quifits : and to fpeak in the Style of our Philofo^. 
pher, the Atom's may in their Motions, Concouift;- 
and Agitations, take at laft fuch Situations as formed 
the Principles of the Sages of ancient Greece^ and 
all the other great Penonages, who wishotic any 
snanner of afliftance, have attained to Wiidom. 

There is not that Nation or People, however 
barbarous and unpoliKht, but has lafibrded ibine 
Great Men, of whom they fbll preferve and fheW- 
fome Monuments. And altho' the famous Cmifiifim 
never perhaps fo much as heard of the Greek^s^ and 
lb confequently could not have the help 6[ their 
Learning, yet he is neverthelefs the Socrates of Cti ^ 
na^ where his Memory is in fuch efteem, that there 
are Temples built in his Honour, which the Tat'^ 
tars (who have ufurp^d that vaft Empire) hiiv6 ttfe* 
iervM to this Day. And Eficums^who was ofthe 
&T§t Rank, would have attaint the fame Periedd- 
on he arrived to. By means of his natural Diipo& 
tion, in what Coimtry or CliHiate ibevto he had 
been horn. 
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Reflection j. 

If I iiiighc be permitted (without being thought 
{)reitmipruous) to add fomething to the Maxim of 
this lUuftrious Greel(, I Ihouid think, that befides 
the Temper of Body and Climate, the Knowledge 
of the Age he lives in, might juftly be efteem'd 
temifit towards the formation of a Wife Man. 

The Sages of the Philofophers have perform'd 
fuch Atftions heretofore, as have been the Admira- 
tion of Mankind, and which in our Days would be 
cenfur^dy as A£ts of Temerity, if not meer FolUcs. 

Suppoie the Stoic's Wife Man (hould now (being 
Cloath d only with Raggs and Tatters, and almcft 
a Skelleton v^ith Hunger and Famine) declare in 
our ptiblick places,that he alone abounds in Wealth, 
that he is the only Beautiful Perfon, and that 'tis his 
poper Right to Command and Govern, would he 
Bot be a Laughing-ftock to the whole World ? 
he would be fo far mm being lookt upon as one of 
the Ancients Wife Men, that he would be reckoned 
no better than an errant Fool. 
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Max. V. 

THE Wife Man takes care topreferve 
the inexplicable Bleffiug of an nndi- 
, fturb'd and quiet Mind, even amidft the 
Groans and Gamplaints that exceft of Paia 

extorts from* him* 

C RE. 
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Reflection. 

Wifdom is nothing elfe but the Knowledge of 
Things, and this Knowledg is the Eflfed ofSfecuU- 
tion and J^flcEtim : But our Penetration would ftill 
be ufele(s, if we had not found out the Art of redu- 
cing our Meditations into Pradtice ; iafoaiuch chftt 
the Wife Man having difcover'd the Secrets of Njip 
ture, and having ftrain^d his Mind (b fiur as to prj 
into the minuteft and moft abftrufe things he ai 
laft found out th« Caufe of all the Misfortunes d 
Mankind, fought .for a Remedy thereunto, 9 
concluded it coniifted -in the fteadinels of his MkuL 
So that his Kcfolution being unlhakeable, by 
help of his Reafon,he makes Indolency the Sum 01 
all the Pleafures of Life, flighting his Vexation^ 
and keeping always entire that Tranquillity d 
Mind which conftitutes his Happinefs. 

By thefe Means he is ever arm^d acainft the m 
Cruel Accidents that can befall him,lo as never u 
furpriz'd^and if Excefs of Torment and Pain exton 
any outward Expreflions fromhim,bisMindl 
always prepared, is infenfible to the Attack, xi 
made Anaxarcbus^ when the Executioners ¥ t 
pounding him in a Mortar, bid 'em take Cour , 
for they were demolilhing the Prifon of his Sow. 

Eficurtnh Wife Man is not infenfible to Tortures 
and Pains, but he endures 'em without weaknefij 
^Tis then an unjuft Charge from Ciaro^ Seneu^ 
and feveral others,^ in their Writings, that our Philo- 
fopher, (hould boaft, that being Hiut into Pbalari\ 
Bull, he would cry out in the urmoft Heat d 
Fire, It do's not afie& me, I feel nothing but p 
fure. But as they were famous Steicks, and 
an inward Efteem for Eficurut^ which diey did no 
dare to difcover, they labour'd all they amid 
»ake it appear, that thefe two Se&M praposM 
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tune fend, tho' they argu'd differendy as to the 
Comparing thereof. 

What likelihood is there that E^/ctf rw, who main- 
tain'dythat the Seniles could not be deceived, ihould 
infiniiate, that one of his own ibould reprefent that 
to him as Pleafurable, which in reality was full 

Pain and Torture ? Nay, would it not have 
ridiculouSyin the midft of Groans and Lamen- 

Q » to affed to uphold, that he feit nothing 
I t ifure ; and fo give the Lye to what he had 
iumieu eftabUth'd as abfolutely infallible ? 

He always taught, that Pain was Pain, and that 
the Wife Man could not oppofe its EfFeds, and 
that it was enough if he underwent with Patience 
thofe Torments, which without this Effort would 

e difturb'd the Tranquillity of his Mind, 

V/hen he (aid of Pbalartif's Bull,It do*s not affect 
nor concern me ; *twas as much as to iay. That he 
hi found out a Way, by the Strength of his Rea- 
I yto overcome what caufes Defpair in the greateft 
i of Mankind, and that, that IndifFerency was 

peculiar Prerogative of the Wife Man. 

jfhis is (ufficient to fhew,that he could never be 

Ity of faying he found Pleafure in the Raging 
ms of Fire; lOf in the Epiftle he writ a few hours 

ore his D^eath, he fincerely owns the Cruel Tor- 

nts he endured ; and yet at the fame time de-^ 
ciaceis that Pay, in which his Oiftemper feem'd 
to fummons all its Strength, in order to his Diflblu- 
tion, to be the happieft, as well as lafl of his Life. 
H^ finds a fecret oansi^<^ion in the Reflection be 
makes op his many excellent Difcoveries, and is 
delichted with the Memory of 'em ; thefe Thoughts 
put him above the power of Pain, which he knew 
would foon have ao End with his I^ife, and fo 
^otded him a double Felicity. 
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Max. VL 

THE Wife Man alone is qualify'd fc 
perfeft Friendfhip j for tne prefena 
his Triends does not augment it, and t\ 
abfencc does not in the leaft impair it > 
knows how to prcferve it, even after tl 
Death. 



Reflect Id If. 
f 

There is aothing more generally us'd, thar 
Terms of Friend, and Friendfhip. We have v 
derfulEx'ampleS^tranfmittedtous from formers 
of rhe Prodigious Eflfe^ thereof, but *cis a 
time' finCe thefe excellent Rarities are vani(h*d j 
One may fay at prefent, that Friendfhip is a t 
Vifion, an imaginary Nodon,that is aeftroy'< 
the firfl diftaft ; ^4s for that Reafon that our Pi 
fopher maihtains,That none but the Wife MUt. 
duly acquit himfelf of the Duties of Friendfhit 
f-eafon that the fa(me things ttiat cbmpofe the F 
fopher, form the perfect Friend. 

Friends ought to have an equ^ Moderation 
Docility, 'tis the main fuppon of the Commer 
the Mind, *tis a Charming as well as NeCe 
Means for a reciprocal Communic^ation of 
Thoughts, and •tis what makes 'em reCciVe 
'Pleafure the Council they give each other. 

A Friend ought to know how to diftinguilh i 
things which are really Valuable and Good, 
thofe that are not ; and be endowed with th 
cel&ry Difpoiicions that eaufe this Amicable i 
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pathy^ which is call'd Friendfhip, His Convcrfa- 
rion ought robeeafy, his Behaviour without Pride ; 
he muft not be fickle in his Sentiments, and his Me- 
mory (hould be perfedl:, that no Obligations may 
flip out; which are the very Bond of Friendfhip, 
but above ill^Sincerity muft be the Bafis of all thefe 
QjiaUficatioas. 

This allowed, the Maxim of our Philoippher has 
nothing in it that^s prefumptuous, for nothing but 

»the Sage can be capable of the True Sentiments of 
Friendihip ; he^s always exadt in what he promifes, 
he does not ftand in need of the prefence of his 
Friend to remind him of hisDuty;Abfence can make 
no impreflion upon him to forget it, he preferves 
the Idea of it^ even after De^th, and his Friend 
that ceafes to be, lives ftill in his Memory. 

Our Times a^rd nothing bup formal and exce- 
riour Friends, that govern their Fripndihip accor- 
ding to their Intereft or Convenience : As tbey dit- 
ibxiDle when they promife, fo they make no diffi- 
culty to falilifie their Word, 
What a fatal Coiruptioii is this! I don*t require 
che fame time that any Body fhould imitate Cato^ 
wnoie Love wasfo exceffive for Hortenjim^ihu per- 
ceiving him to be in love with his Wife, he gave 
r to him in Marriage, to fatisfie his Padion. 
Neither do we propofe for Imitation^ the Ex- 
amples of Philades 3na Oreftesj that woud dye for 
j one another ; this heroick Abdication of our felv^ 
is out of feafon, but I would have us at the fame 
, time chat we can^t put in pradbice thefe things that 
feem impofUble, not to negle(9: our Duty in thofe 
ll that have nothing in *em Extraordinary, and at leaft 
J come TO to the Council of Demetrm Phalereuf. 
jVe ougbi (lays this Philofopher) to vifif our Friends 
I in Profierity when they defire it; but when Fortune 
^ frowns upon *em, and that they are in Adverjity^ "we 
ou^bt to run Ht^ir AJfifiance^ witlfout being calCd. 

' C 5 Ma5C. 



[ 



i*MM 



x% E p I c u R u sV Moralsj 



•••MaaanlB 



Max. VII. 

THE Wife Man ought to avoid beidg h* 
miliar with any Woman, wkoieGOft*' 
▼erfktion is prohibited by the Laws. 

Reflection. 

• 

As the law is the Soul o( the State, and that 
Pradeftce is the Guide of all the Thoughts and 
Adlions of the Wife, Eficwus requires that his 
Condud: jfhould make it appear, that he has that 
due Refpe& for the Laws that Prmdence dtdlates. 
^nd as he has before given us the Character of a 

Eirf&St Friend, here he pretends to (heW, that die 
aws of a State ought always to have for final Biid, 
the Hafpinefs of the Peofle\ and that this (bppi- 
nefs entirely depends on their living in Unity and 
Friendihip. 

Can any thing difturb it more than Adultry ? ^ 
leeking a Good not belonging to usf; ^tii offering 
Violence to Civil Society, 'tis affronting Honour, 
in whole defence Men often facrifice their Lives : 
nothing can come near this Crime, *tis of (b cruel 
a Nature, as to make us uke Pleafure in the A|is* 
fortune of our Neighbour ; but our Reli^ion,who(e 
aim is to make us perfeA, not only prohibits Adul- 
tery, but forbids alfo the having to do widi any 
Vonian,except in Marriage ^ out of that holy State^ 
gll Commerce with 'em is Criminal ; nay^ the very 
jDefire of it is offenlive to GOD, 4nd n^^^us 
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Max- VIIL 

TTHE Wife Man ought to djaftift and pu* 
^ ni(h his Servants, but with this Confide* 
ration neverthelcfs, as to have a Regard t?o 
thofe, who by their Cafe, Diligence-, and 
good Nature, defervc to be diftiiiguifli'd from 
tlie reft. 



Reflection. 

Bpicurm allows his Sage the Liberty of punilhing 
his Domefticks, becaufc he chaftifes Vm wicbouc 
^ger, and without dtfturbing in the leaft,tbe Stac ^ 
cf his Tranquility ; be looks upon it as i thing i»6c 
OJply uCeful, Duc likewife }uft and vieceflary. 

Tbefe Oomefticks were Slaves: ReaTon as well 
«s Policy requirVi they fhould be punifhy, by which 
means not only fiutber Excefles were prevented^ 
biu: good Habits alfo contra&ed^ and too great a 
Licence curb*d, which by Impunity might have 
been detrimental to the PubUck. 

But 'tis eafy to obferve a dUlinguiihing Mark of 
Good Nature in our Philofopher ; for he expreffes 
a Compaflion for that Slave he will have punifhM ; 
and confidering him a Man as well as himlelf, not- 
withftanding his Unhappinefs, which he afcrib'd to 
the Unaccountablenefs of Fortune, he orders a M[i« 
tigadon of the Mileries of his unhappy State, by a 
reafonable Indulgence ; and that (ome Regard be 
bad to bimon the fcore of his Morals and Mind. 

Tis plain, his Precepts were not meer Ideas^buc 
likewife PraAice, fince by his Will be freed Mu$^ 
only becaule he bad apply 'd bimlelf to Pbilofopby. 

C 4 T# 
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To fpeak the Truth, can any thing b# imagin'c 
more Inhumane than a Mafter, whofe Fury am 
Caprice render hini the Tyrant of thofe that fervi 
him ? Seneca inveighs againft the haughty Nicetie 
of thofe of his Age, who difdain'd to eat, or tall 
with their Slave's ; which he counlcll'd the W 
ami fenfible p^rt of Mankind to do, hjscaufg (fay 
this Philofopber) thefe Wretches took fo much Pl< 
fure and Satisfa(5l:ion in thefe Tokens of Bounty an< 
gjx)d Nature, as to recompenfe the Liberty the; 
had to fpeak, with the Courage they flicw'd iji hoi 
ding their Tongues in the midft of Torments, an( 
chufing rather to dye, than to reveal any thing t( 
the Prejudice of their Matters. 

It was good Ufage that Infpir*d Catenim Phsio 
tinus with fo Generous and Noble a Love for hi 
Matter, as to make him prefer Death to all t 
Riches he had left him by his Tcftamenr. Moi 
Men run Rifques to gain Wealth, yet Caten. 
defpis'd it fo far, as to prefer to it the Memory a 
left to Poftcrity of the Love he had for his Matter. 

This Noble Difpofition was fo powerfiiUy ftron 
in him, that he flung himfelf into the flaming Pik 
that was confuming the Corps of his Matter, wh 
had giv'n him his Liberty. 
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Max. IX. 

TTH E Wife Maa muft never yield to th 
•*• Charms of Love •, it never came froi 
Heaven, its Pleallires have nothing Valuabl 
in 'em, and if one is Unfortunate enough t 
be overcome by it, h^ ought to count it 
Happinefs, if he comes off* without Mifchie 

RI 
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Repleptioij. 

Eficwrm Jiaving plac'd the Felicity of Life in the 
Calm, Peaceabkyand Qiiiet State of the Mind^ for* 
bi3s his Wife Man to admit of the lead: Impreilion 
from this Paffio^ ; for in reality 'tis a wonderful 
ObfUele to the Labour and Pains he muft take to 
arrive at this bleiled Tranquillity, Love delighting 
inldlenefsy &om whence it had its Birth, Labour 
and Pains being diametrically oppofite to its ElTe'- 
minacy. 

How unreafonable were thofe Philofophcrs, that 
endeavoured topcrfwade the World,that Love had 
bs Origin from Heaven, fince it proceeds from 
nothing die than the Sympathetick Diipoiiiitions of • 
Temper and C!onftitudon,awakenMaAdilir'd up 
by the prefence of the refpcdlive Obje<fls. 

Refleft on the Pleafure it affords, an4 the Unea- 
^nefs it caufes, and you'll find it to be a meer Pro^ 
teuSf that is always changing his Form. 

If it ilatters and pleafes y oii, alas ! 'tis but for a 
few tranfitory Moments, and that the better tp 
eftabUfh its Ufurpation. It has hardly feduc'd you 
by its firft Allurements, when on tb^ iiidden ic 
changes the Satisfadton you reCeiv'd into the moft 
cruel Tonnents,and Plagues you with its moft rac^ 
king and rigid Psuns. For thefe Reaibns our Phir 
IpfbpKer aflerts, that thisPaifion is in no wife bene- 
ficial, but on the contrary very pernicious, ^ce 
it knows no Moderation. To be Exccjjhe^ is its 
Character, becaufe it expects to find ibme Relief ; 
but as Lucretim well obferves, 'tis all in vain, by 
r^afon '4$ infatiable. 
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Tis reported, chat Selemnus had fo ftrong a Paf- 
fion for the Nymph Argyra^ that he dy*d thereof, 
and that Venus out of Pity changed him intp a 
Fountain that had this Quality, vi^. to walh out 
of the Hearts of them that badi^d therein, the moft 
minute remains of Paffion, that was uneafy to *em« 
If this be true, (fays Paufanids) this Water was more 
precious than Gold ; and in tnv Opinion it might 
defervcdly be prefct'd to Philoiophy it felf, whole 
Cbunfels very often have no efftd in Love. Is it 
poflSble that the 5^McJ^j,after having maintained by 
their Patron SmecM, dbat die Wifdom of Cdto had 
received no Blemifli from the excefi of Wine, and 
aflur'd us that their Sage might love, without die- 
rogatine from the SQVerh7 of his Ppofeifion, could 
any wife prejudice Epicurus with Poftcrity ? SbMR 
thefe feife Profcflbrs of Virtue perfwadc, diat t 
Man can be Wife amidft the Tranfports of Loy^ 
which is the deflrudivt Rock of Qpiet, Refolua- 
on and Happinefs ? 

Where is Wildom, when a Man is overcome 
with the difmal Vapours of Jealoufie, by the Tnui- 
Iborts of a (lighted Love, and by the gnawing Re* 
nedtions on Infidelity ? Where is, in me, WuUom 
when a Man employs hisjjreateft Cunning and 
Art, only to augment his lorment ; when he (a^ 
crifices his Reafon and good S&ife to the Caprice 
of a loofc extravagant Woman, for whichprDc^d* 
ing at the &me time, as he imagines himlelf xo be 
aWifcs^wcJt^ the rtfft of the World ccmdudesUia 
to be the greateft of Fools ? 
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THE Wife Man.ought not be too folici- 
tous for his BuriaT 



Reflection. 

Tht Sapeffinoiu Cart that is taken during t 
Mans Life, for his Funeral, proceeds only from di# 
fdde of SeIf4oTe; it looks as if he proposed to live 
after Death, when he exptefles fo much Concern 
about the place that IhaU be the Repofitory of bit 
dead Carcaie : He flatteis himftif with Thoughts 
•f Immortality, by thelb exteriour Marks ^ and 
iiiftead of making it his Bulinefs to get a goodKe- 

itatidiii he entertains bis Imagnation with d^ 
kente of the Tidai that are to compofe 
bbBpitacdu 

This IS a ibolilh PRfumption, that the Sage 
Mgbt not to be cainsed withi when Death has once 
ioMt a DUTohition of the Parts that compoft u|p 
there is fo licde Room requir*d to contain Vm, that 
*^ ibven ridicalotts to be folidcons about it. 

• The Earth, from whence we came, is always 
f«ady ta receive us, aftd tho* die Matter that con* 
tams our fmall Remains be ntftr fo precious, yei 
Corruption takes Care to tdtbtt us to our Com* 
mon Mother ; and Time, which preys even ttpoii 
Nature it fdf, will at length confume 6ttr Tomfa^ 
the* it were of Adamaut or Bmft. 
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This made Socrates, being ask'd before he died, 
how he would be buriedyanwer'dy Conformably to 
the Sentiments of Epicurus. This great PhUofopher 
having fvll'd all Greece with his Wifdom, and whofe 
Memory was never likely to be forgot, contented 
himfelf with that Immort^ty, and l^eft it to the 
Choice of his Friends, to bury hini as they (hould 
find moft eafy and commodious to them. 

Diogenes ordered, that his Body fhould not be 
put in the Ground; and when his Friends thereup- 
on ask'd him, if he would be a Prey to the Fowls 
and Wild Beafts, he anfwer'd fmiling, No ; there- 
fore put a Stick near me, that I may dtive *tm 
away. 

The Parthians were us'd to expoie theic Dead 
ull the Birds and Beafts had left nothipg but their 
Bones, which they then committed to the Grave*. 
Arijiides was fo undiftutb^d at his Death, that he 
did not leave wherewithal to Bury him : And in* 
deed 'twas more tohis Htoour, to have that Du- 
ty difcharg'd at the Pnblick Expence; His Valour, 
his Juftice, and Wifdom, .(^hicb made Flato £iy, 
he was the only Man that deferv'd to be admired) 
were an Everlafting Monument to him. The Ak- 
mory oi Artemifia^s Husband was more celebrated^ 
by the Love that Princefs bore him, than by the 
Magnificent Maufoleum (he ereded to it. 

There have been nevertbelefs (bme People that 
expreft more Concern i(x their Sepulture, than for 
Life itfclf. The Sf4rta»s, the Eve of the Day of 
Battel, were us'd to faften to their Right Ann cer^^ 
tain Marks, on which were engraveM their own 
Name, and that of their Fathers ; to the end, that 
if they * had the ill Fate to be lall flain, and that 
their Bodies (hould be fo.disfigur'd,as not to be di- 
ftingui(hable,they might notwithftanding,by means 
of that Infcription, be reftor'd to the Tombs of 
their Anceftors. It is recorded among the other 
Cruelties that Philip of Macedon pradis'd towards 

the 
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the Thebans, after the Vi&ory he obtain^ ajgainft 
Greece, chat he took a Price of the Parents, fot the 
Priviledge of burying their Relations. 



Max. XL 

Tli E Wife Man fhall not ftudy EIo- 
cjuence in the Expofition of his Dif? 
coveries. 

Reflection. 

Philofophy is an Enquiry after Truth ; all its 
Speculations tend to this happy Difcovery, and 
the Mind muft be continually in A&ion to attain 
to it. The great Secret is, how to husband Time, 
whofe Irrevocable Courfe fufficiendy (hews how 
precious its Moments are: May it not then properly 
be faid to be loft, what is mi^nt in the Inventi- 
on of Expreffions, that at beft only flatter the 
Ear, and do not fatisfie the Mind. 

TTis unworthy the Wife Man, to be over-ftudx- 
ous in the knowledge of Words, and to affeA to 
be- nice in the turn of his Periods, when iie is 
Teaching the Truth ; 'tis making it almoft doubt- 
ful, and even profaning its Simplicity ; 'tis making 
a Criminal Medley of Things Real, and thofe 
that have their Exiftence,. but in the Imagination* 
The Philofopher therefore muft not imitate tl)p 
ways of the Orator, whofe PrbfJiffion, accordmg lb 
Plato, istbpeifwade whatever he pleaies^ by rKfe 
means of his Expreflions^ ttett l^ve no Solidity in 
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*em^ and to charai (asooe may lay) bis Ax^dkorf 
infavoUr of ch^Fable^ 'tisan Art ti|a£ GlQciesio 
deceiving, and that hu not for Aim the Ubtia,bai 
the Manner, and Form of the Difcourfe. 

On the contrary, the Wife Man advances no- 
thing but what is conformable to his Speculations; 
he has ao other View, than to Inftrud; and he 
fubmits his Words to the Strength of his Thoughts. 
Eficurm will have it, that the Figures of K^toric 
are altogether Ufelefs in the Explication of the 
Precepts of Wifdom, which he reauires fhould be 
taught without, Afiedation ; and that *ti$ betur to 
lengthen ones Difcourfe, than to make ufe of A- 
pofoophe's, AntithefeSy and the other Adrefi the 
Art of Speaking teaches ; for the Diicoorie 
can never oe too long, when it is concerning die 
Nature of Things, which it explains in proper, 
intelligible, and natural Tenns. 



Max. XII. 

THE Wife Man fhall not Marry, nor' 
^ Trouble himfelf with the Thoughts of 
Receiving, as it were a frelh Being, in bis 
Children \ not but that there are AccidiMita 
in Life, that may oblige him to this Engage* 
ment^ and make him wifh for Polterity. 

Reflection. 

FUn^ m his Republick^ ordains all Voiiffi 
fliQxdd be in comnpo. One would think tMft 
thence, that he was nejndic'd ascocbe Conftwqr 
wd Fidelity of the S^e; ai well as tbeDitfcatt]r 
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there is to ftem die Torrent of their PaiHons ; iiH 
fomucb^dm judging this to be above the Power of 
a Single Man, he thought of e&<5liDg it by Plu« 
ralities. 

He pla/d here the Politician^ 'cwas ftriking at 
the Root of many Evils, and taldns away the rao 
king Torments diat (^nour cauies, when it if 
injured by their Misbehaviour. 

Eficurm, without entring on the Detail of thefe 
IPlagues, which have ibmething. verv formidable 
in *em, will, if poifible, have his Wife Man abfo* 
faeely avoid the Danger, by (hunning the Engage* 
ment. 

To fpeak the Tnidi, a Wife, Children, and the 
carking Cares of thefe things, difturb our Tran- 
quillity, and only carry us into a Sea of Trouble. 
Not but that Matrimony is in it fdf a good thing, 
nay, excellent ; fince it is ordained both by Religi- 
on and the Laws, and procures the duration of ci- 
vil Society ; but the Confequences thereof alter 
very much the fweetnefs of its Condition. This 
made one of the Andents &y, That the tm happiefi 
Dajs ef that St4t€^ Ttere the firfi^ and that of pur 
Deatbf that frted utfrom it. 

Our Philofopher, that governs himfetf by Pni^ 
dence, is not io rigid, but that he admits of ibmc 
Excepdons to this fevere Law. He allows there- 
fore of Marriage, where Neceffity or Utility 
leem to make it advi£ible ; which Indulgence is 
authorize by Juftice : For tho' tnis State carries 
with it fomething very frightful and forbidding, 
there are cenain Tundlures that really oblige us to 
embrace it : And although we are fcnfible we adt 
againft the Counfels of a rigia and ftrid Wifdom, 
yet we, in a manner, free our felves from Cen- 
fiire, when die uneafienefs that ufually accomy- 
»ies ilns indiilblttble Bond is fweetenM witn a 
(rkntiftti Fortune* But on the other fide, a Maty 
one €9ep|Stj !^o^^ !^^% Weighty Confidera- 
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tionsy runs a great riique of being unhappy and 
vexatious. 

Hiftory ("that fumiOies us with many Examples 
of its fatal Confequences) affords us fome In«» 
ftanceSy and thofe illuftrious ones too^ in its favour. 
Caritfjo had fo tender and paffionate a Love for 
her Husband JovinUn theEmperor, that the be- 
holding his Triumph, proved tne innocent Caufd 
of her Deadi ; this Princefs being overjoyed 
that her Husband was returned Vidftorious over 
bis Enemies. 

The Hiftory of Germany makes mention of a 
Town where there was as many Heroines as Wo- 
men. fVdnsberg having been beiieg*d and taken 
by Conradus III. all was to be lacrific'd to 
the Fury of the Conquerors, the Women only es« 
ccpted, who were peihiitted to go off; and ha- 
ving obtained Leave to carry what they wocdd a*' 
long with *em, Love, that is otherwife effeminate 
and weak, fumifli^d *em with fo much Strength, 
that they took their Husbands upon their Shout 
ders, and their Children in their Hands ; which 
unexpected iightfo di&rm*d the Emperors Anger^ 
that the Men were no longer look*d upon as Cri- 
minals by him, becaufe their Wives had prov'd fb 
Virtuous. 



Max. Xm. 

THE Wife Man ought never to drink 
^ to Excefs i neither muft he fpend the 
Nights in Reveling and Fcafting. 

RE- 
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JIeflection* 

The 5f«c;^i^oiwithftanding they were in them- 
felves convinc'd, that the Weaknefe of Man was 
fuch as rendered it impoifible for him to attain to 
tKat ftiblimc pitch of Pcrfedion, to which they 
afiecSed to raife their Wife Man, have nevenheie6 
iiis'd their i^tmoft Efforts to fuppon this Idol of 
their Vanity. 

They have endeavoured by falfe Arguments to 
prove, that he was infallible, tho' addided to all 
the Failings the Weaknefs of Mankind could fub-^ 
jed him to ; they have given us to undei*ft&nd,thac 
this Mafterpiece of their Pride might be involved 
in the Pleaftues of Love and Wine,without the Icaft 
blemifh to his WiOom. 

Seneca reproves ^^, for endeavouring to vin- 
iicate his Sa^e from the imptitation of Drunken- 
ne(s, becaufe he was intrufted with the greatef^ 
Secrets y and that fuch a Mah, altho' furtriz'd by 
the fumes qf "Wine, could never be cenluFd as i 
Drunkard. Tis in viin (fays this Philofopher^ that 
yoa ftrive to prove that the Wife Man,ih the midft 
of the Tranlporrs of Wine, can ft ill {freferve an 
Equality of Mind ; you might as well pretend,thac 
having taken Poifbn, he (bould not be liable to 
Death, and that in the profoundeft Sleep, yet he 
Was ftill awake. Can you difallow (fays he) when 
you obfervc his tottering and ftumbling Walk^ 
his ftammering and imperfect Speech, that he is 
overtaken with Winei nay^ really "Drunk ? 

Is it poffible that the Impudence of the Stoick^s 
iht)vdd remain fo long undifcover'd, and that thejr 
fliould have ^ny Succefs in the Impoftures and Lyejl 
^hey putliih'd to the prejudice ot Epicurus^ whofe 
Virtue (hitfd asbright^in his^Adkions as in his Wri- " 
tings ? Surely thefe falfe Profeffors of Wifdom^ 
ia^d account dwt Pofterity would be very tredii- 
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lous, when they dclivcr'i thcmfclves with fo li 
Caution. 

The (ame Seneca ftiles j^eiM the Head ol 
intrepid holy SeSt^ and afcewards he reproves 
for maintaining capdoufly, that Drunkenneis n: 
mo alteration ui wifdom ; in that very di0e 
from EfiewruSf vfho abfolutely forbids all Exce; 
Wine. He has only permitted thofe Entertainm 
of which be (peaks in his Teftameni^ where he t 
Notice that he us*d to have *em iA Memory ol 
Father and Brothers, and ordains the Qune Pnu 
in Favour of bis own, by reafon tihey Wa 
contrived that the Mind vras more nouriA^*d 
the Body. Tis during the& innocent agiric^ 
Freedoms, that the Som communicaties it felf 
fpecial manner ; they are as ic were the Bon 
a Wife Converfation, wherein is difirours'd wit 
the Mildnefs noifiblcy concerning Nature, 
moft abftrufe oecrets are enquired into; our \ \ 
<mr and Manners are likewiie confiderM. her 
cording to Horace^ thev difcufs'd the Q^ieftio 
the Soveraign Good ot Life, whether Riches c 
lead a Man to that Felicity, and whether V 
did not conftitute that happy State. 



Max. XIV. 

£ (hall not take upon him the Adn 
ftration of the Commonwealth. 

REFLECTION. 

He may be look'd upon as exempt from al 
Tyranny of the PaflSqns, and to have a a 
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mark of a true T^thquility^ that ciln bebold Dig4> 
nicy and Honours^ widiouc defiring 'em. 

Tie Amhkions ieek after 'em^ to fooch their 
Vaaicy and Pride i the VinSHivt^ to iati^e their 
Kevenge; the Cholerick^xo exerci^ with impunity 
the FifitceQefs of their Temper ; and they that are 
hnnyfd away with blindLov^, chat they inay place 
upon the Throne the Objjed of their Paifion. 

How chartkiing it is co be fo ifiuch Mafter of 
himfeify as co regard with an unlconcern^d Eye 
cheie criffling Honours 1 how delightful muft it 
Heeds be^ CO be free from che Inquietudes and Un-^ 
feafinefiy thac are infeparable Companions of tho(e 
diac labour co fee chemfelves above the reft ! how 
raviihing to enjoy the interiour Pleafures of the 
Wife^ and co be to ones felf, ones own proper 
felicity ! • 

This Generous Conteinpt of the Honours that 
accompany che Adminiftracion of Govemmencs, is 
onae more a certain Mark^ thac one has overcome 
Humane Weaknefs. 

How fiililof Prudence is chis Maxim ! and how 
dangerous a Rock does the governing a State prove 
CO che Wife AdUnl for he has cfaen a double Task^ 
being caken up, noc only with the ftudy how cd 
preferve che Calm of his own Mind, buc alfo how 
CO procui^ che quiec and eafe of others ; he (hall 
^uc in Practice all chat the moft confummate Pru-^ 
dence, and moft l*elin^d Polidy can fuggeft, and yet 
if Fortune, who over-rules the Event of Things^ 
fliall oppofe his glorious Undertakings, he fhall be 
)udg'd faulty, and as ic were accouncable for hei^ 
Injv^ice. 

AltibUdei was noTooner forfaken by chis Unac«- 
toimcable (joddefs, chan his fellow Citizens (not 
being dble CO affiribe to hi^ ill Condud: che ill 
Succefs of the War) Ch&rg'd hifh With Impiccy, ti 
i^ chey eouid Ariti againft him both Religion and 
tlti'G^s i he Was forc'd co fiy, co efcape cheir Fury^ 

Di btii 
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bnc bis AdVerfity fervid only co make him more 
illuftrious, for he performed (6 many fine A^oos, 
that the Athenians were fbrc'd to recall him. They 
went out to meet him ; having with *!em Ac Ikme 
Gods, whofe Thunder they wovdd before hxn 
drawn down upon him, they forgot the Lofles diey 
had fi^tainM in Siciij, as ^eli as that of their JFJeetj 
and having made him very Magnificent Pfefems^ 
they chang'd their Injuries into Publick Apphufe, 
and their Imprecations into Prayers for his Pofte« 
rity. 

As there was no Medium in the Happinefi o£ 
this Great Captain, fo Fortune knew none in h^ 
Perfecutiohs, and if (he raisM him one while to 
the higheft pitch of Glory, *twas in order to treat 
him afterwards with the greater Inhumanity, 6x 
he having afreih incurred the Hatred of the Atbe^ 
niansy and appearing fo formidable even in his.dil^ 
grace, that they who purfu*d him (by order of thofe 
who had ufurpt the Government) did not dare to 
attack him with open Force ; they fet Fire te tkc 
Houfe where heliy, and fo burnt him in bis Bed. 

The Wife Man therefore oueht never to hazard 
his Tranquillity fof the fak^ of Honours, the Ble^ 
vation to which may ruffle and difcompofe it^ til 
buying that fplended ootward Appearance at too 
dear a Rate i he ought much leis to thhfft after 
being Prime Minifter to any Prinee,: tliisk Ftmdtioo 
being more dangerous than any odier ^ fiM* he hai 
not only the Prince, but the People to cenliire hi»' 
Adions, and it is very diflScult to k<ep up to ail 
exad; Medium between thole cw&Emeuis. 

A Blind Obedience to the one, (hall often m^ 
him incurr the Hatred of the other : If he endea- 
vours to gain the Good-will of the Peopley Envy 
I'mmediately reprefents him to the Prince as an Am- 
otions Perion, who conceals his evil Defigns undec 
the fpecious cover of the Publick Good i But thi# 
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Maxim only oppof^s. the Ambition of the Subje(9', 
udchoui obftracang in the leaft the Choice of the 
Soveraign. ^ r 
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M A X. XV. .- . . 

E (hall iiot-iivcaftcr the manner of Ihe 
Cynicks. ■ 



Reflection. • 



*i 



AIdioug1i,accbtding to our Philofo|>her, Natiure 
is the true Guide we ought to follow in the purfuit 
of Ha|>piQefs, be requires neverthele^ that , (he 
ihoiild go hand in hand with the Laws, ,and that 
Decency that ought to be obferv'd in Civil Socie- 
ty. This ma^de him cenfure the Behaviour of tiKe 
uynicks, m^o m^d< t^p;r Impudence tbe chief 
Chm&eriftick to,dlj|ingui(h 'em b^^ other Men, 
auluiig the Happinefs of Life to confiQ^ in the imi* 
tation of what was^filthy, even in the Brutes. 

•Tis very well toibwh, that Qr.Atts and Diogenes 
have made PrOfeffiori of Beaftly Impudence, even 
in'puhlick Phces, in which they have not been 
aihamed to do thoie Actions, that ought to have no 
o her witnefs than the Night and Darknefs. To 
this Pitch did they carnr th^s falfe Notion, That 
Nature ou^t co be the Quide and Rule of all their 
Adtions. 

D J M AX. 
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Max. XVI. 

HE Ihall not Beg foj^a Livelihood, but if 
Neceflitous, he may teach Philofophy, 
to fubfilt by. 

Reflection. 

Poverty, according to Hin^ircf/. renders us ridi* 
culous; and altho' Epicurus requires, that his $ag|: 
or Wife Man ihould be above the Affronts oJF 
Men, yet he cautioufly forbids him to give Oc- 
cafion for any Contempt of his Prpfeflion. 

Wifdom, tho' it ought to be fatisfied with its 
peculiar and proper Advantage?, ihould not/ be 
exposed to the Indignities of a >Ieceffitous y/^iPff 
His Prohibition is by fo much the more re^n^^? 
ble, that he always maintained, that Man Apod in 
need but of a fmall matter for his SubfifteQ^ 
and that therefore the Wife Mip ought never to 
be reduc'd to that Extremity j which may rfafii 
hably be counted the greatel)['of Evils, . ... . 

In fine, if cruel Fortune flioild deal fo rigorouOy 
with him, ar to make him want Neceffarics, ana 
by that means endeavour to difturb the Tranqui« 
lity of his Mind, he muft then fummons the whole 
ftrength of his Virtuous Habits : Anjji that h^, «iay 
triumph over his Unworthy Fate, he muft have 
recourfe to the teaching Philofophy, to fupply bis 
Wants, that he may receive from her wherewith 
to fupport Life, as well as to compofe and calm 
his Mind. 

M A X. 
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Max; XVU. 



IF he IhouW, by an Accident dr Misfor- 
tutie, become Blind, that AfBiftiott ought 
not to make Life tedious to him, or impair 
6is Happiaefsr 



Reflection. 

Bficuna^ nvho prefiends that his W\{& Man ihatt 
never dcpait from the Precc|)ts of Wifdom 5 diac 
his ite^^jpDS have placM him above all Misibr- 
cwies, inibinu^y that if the Univcrfe were to 
fallow hxwi in its Ruins, he'd (hare the Caia- 
Q»ity without any difturbance to his Mind ; will 
nor have it to hp ii) the power of any thing to 
make him lole the Severicy of his Profeffien : So 
that if he were deprived ot his Sight, he ought to 
bear it as a Natural Accident ; and having loft 
ilie benefit of the Eyes of his Body, apply himielf 
more ftudioufly to Speculation by the Eyes of his 
Mind. 

He will have his Sage happy in all Circumftan* 
ces, even in the very worn ; that his Mind be 

2ttiet and undifturb'd amidft the Horrours of 
hipwreck ; in fine, that he be intrepid, and that 
the conftant Refledion he (hall make on himfelf, 
be the Source and Spring of his Indolency. 

Thus, we fee, the Fonitude of CaBifihenes was 
admir'd by all Men: "When Alexander would 
caufe himfelf to be ador'd, after the Perffan man- 
ner, this Philofopher was the only Man dar*d to 
oppofe it, and remonftrace to that Prince, That 

D4 . that 
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chat Adion, tho* approved of and pradis'd by 
thofe he had overcome, was unworthy him and 
his victorious Army. Alexander waJ» fo tranipor- 
ted with Rage hereac, that nothing but the jneico- 
preiiible Tortures of ih]s Caft'ain and Pbilo/opher 
could app^afe hini ; he therefore caused his Ears, 
Xioky fuid Lips tQ be cut otf, and having disfigured 
all hi$ IfUn&i ordered hiip co be j)iuf into a Cag^ 
with ' a Dog, and in th^ deplorably condidqn 
caus-d him to c^ carried up and down, as a me- 
lancholy Spedacle of his impotent Paffion and 

This wife Macedonian did not expreis any more 
Uneafinefs in this difmal ftate, than when in hi^ 
profound Speculations, and greateft Favour urick 
bis Prince ; he appeared as magnanimous as when 
he fought for this ungrateful King ; and, to fintfli 
happily his unfpotted Life, he made a School of 
the Place of his Torment, and to the laftGafp itf 
a manner inftruded Lyjimachm in the ffrtctpa^ df . 
Virtue and Wifdom : He had no Thought otpoCfi^ 
ting an End to his Tortures ; he pleas'd hinifdf 
on the contrary with the Trj'al of his Conftancy, 
that would have continued longer the Subjed'cf 
Admiration, had not his generous Diiciple (bmng 
aftonilh'd at his Heroic Sceadinefs and Refblutioo) 
put an End to his Pain, by Poifbn, which he 
gave him, as an Acknowledgment for hist In^ 
itrudions. 

The Wife Man muft be immovable to all the 
Accidents of Life, and be fatisfied and contented 
in that State and Condition that provokes Defpair 
in Vulgar Souls ; and fo far from freeing himfelf 
by Death, which would argue the Lofe of his 
Tranquility, and that he gave way to Human 
Weaknels, that he mufk preferve his Life, enjoy 
that Felicity which he has acquired, and make ufe 
of the Lofs of his Eyes, to give the gigater Liberty 
to his Mind, '' '^ 

MAX, 



V 



tpub Comments and Refleflions. ^ 4 1 



^mi^f^m 



Max. XVIII. 



THE Wife Man may be fad on car 
tain Occailons. 



.Reflection/ 

Tbis Maxim is aa ufxleniable Prpof of Bffitt^ 
1^'s Sincerky ; he permits hut Sage to aflqid- 
Eomeching to Grief and Sadneis. Seneca, cho^ V 
Ssoick, Uunes that Hardheartedtiers chat wouUL 
have us in&tSbik, and incapable of any tendev/ 
&£fe(^n : ^i nothings lays he, iuf the want «/> 
lV)rtf /y ^ib4^ makfs tbefe haughty Indifferent s ; fhenUt 
F^tune bmmakjt ^emfenjSk rf her Strokes, tj thf. 
hfi ef fometbing very dear and valuable to ^em, /he, 
matd force frotn ^eni a Cemfeffim tfthh'p'utb. 

The Wife Man, by this Sadneff, ihall no ways 
Twerve from his happy State, if.he.do^ but t^ 
:are to obfenre an eM&, Mtditm in his Com^ 
l^lainis* 



*^ .'^Sf 



Ma^« 






4* E p I c u R u sV Mordsy 



Max. XIX. 



THE Wife Man may be actus'd, tnd 
brought to Judgmettt. 



Reflection. 

Tte Wiftfrof Men is noc fhelcer*d from Tn- 
jtiftice and Snvy ; he may be Calammaoed, ^it 
t9ue, but it flmll not wdrk upon hini^ becaaie lie 
toMms hi)i own fnltacj^ and Virtue; and Malice^ 
vrhefe Cunrent he camoc ftem, is noc capable cr 
<}i(bon!ipofiM his Tranquility ; ib thctt* tho* he |e 
btXMighc before a Jtuigey and that he be caft by tbf 
Ihteitift and Contrivance of his Enemies, his InD6» 
<!ence fliall ftill be a fuffictent Buckler and PiOh 
tedion n>him, every way impenetrable to his Ad- 
verfarieSy and his Steadineis of Mmd (hall make 
Imn look with Oiifteihpt on all the TricksTihd 
Artifices, that ha<^el)een us*d to oppreft him. > 
^ Socrates^ whsfe Wiidom was apf90ov*d aod ap 
plauded by the Oracle, was condemnM, *tif mie^' 
out Time Ihew'd the Injuftice of his Sentence ; his 
Judges were punifhVl, and the PUgue it felf feemM 
to revenge his Qiiarrel J his Country ereded Sta- 
tues to him afterwards, and adored his Memory. 

the Body^ fays Scfhocles, may Perijh, but Virim 
U above fhf Power of Death^ for fise l^nows no oiber 
Bounds than Immortality, 
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Max. XX, 



HB may write Books that may imsnot^ 
talize his Name^ hut be IbaQ Wt 

meddle with Panegyricks. 

.«* 

Reflection i. 

The Arpunqi^ts of the Wife would be of ,)Uk 
de VVi, if they did not tnanfxpit ^em to PofteHiRfV? 
which cpi^d 00;^ ht a conapetCB^ Judge of cbtir 
Merit, if Hhey had not takea c$r^ to convey no k 
l^e never-perii)|iat>ie Fruits of their Labour. 

O^r Phdofbpher ( te whoiEiy in the Ojpinkm cf 
Lucretius^ we ate more obliged, fer the ReikicdkftT 
6e has tau^t us. agaioft the accidencal Mt$fi»»r. 
mnes o£our JLi&^ than we are \Q{ier€s asid. Ar^^ 
chuh for ceachinft us the Art of pmdiKiog Wine. 
and tjoxtkf ) wilThave us hand dowo to Pofterky 
our Acquifitions and Improvemencsi: : 

^is by the Monuments of lUuftrious Men, ¥di^' 
have diftinguifhM themfelves by the Strengck/of 
their Mind» that the Learned have been exoiied^ 
to follow* their Example, aad improve their fitft 
Difcoverics. 

n^is therefore that Efieurm counfels his Sage 
to meditate in his Glolet, and ^re to run oi^r 
the vaft extent of Immenfity ; and as the intcovc*' 
rable fwiftnels of Time ought to make every Mo^ 
men t thereof precious to us^ lie confines him tifr 
the purfuit of 'Xhinps that are ftlid, and forbids 
him having an^ chuig to do wii^ thole SubjeAi 

where 
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whens the EzprefliDn feeois to be more regarded 
than che Sabftance. 

A Philofopber ought not CO (eek to Eternize his 
Memory by an anfal and weli-compo&*d Speech % 
he fhoald not, according to Seneca, imploy much 
Timq in the curious ftudy of Words ; his Bufinefs 
is CO reform our Manners ; he muft write for the 
informacion of the Mind, whhout amofing hinilett 
Ykh what may Jaccer che Ear. 



Reflection 2. 

Tis ceruin that a . Panegyrick is a Curiopf 
Work, when it has no other aim, than to do 
JilAJce to Virtue and Truth'; which tho* they 
ate of fuch a natufe^ as to receive no Advantage 
from the Splendor and Brighmefs of Hoards, tm) 
that they find thdr greateft Praife in dieir refpe- 
Ahre Adions, yet it-cannot be deny^d, that fo apr 
ply *d; it is a moft excellent thidg. But for the 
moft part we praife, that we may be prais*d our 
feivesy or rewarded ; wefetoucexteriOUfVirmes, 
nnder whi^h Ihatl lurk greater Vices^ tofomudi 
thac many times the very EiTende or Soul of a 
Panegyrick (ball be nothing but Flattery and Uo^ 
cmch. 

What Credk can we givt to him that fdls die 
Beauty of his Expreffions, and brightens and tm 
oBlp by a fine nvrn of Period, Aftion s in themfelve^ 
blame-worthy, racking his Mind, only to (hew the 
fervite CharaAer thereof ? 

Ebquence is a daneerous thing; if it is fincere^ 
it creates Enemies ; for, as it magnifies and aug- 
ments the lUuftrions Subjed, fo it fwells and en- 
larges the Vicious one. 

if the l(fman Orator had been Ie(s eloquent 10 
inveighing againft the Viccsol An^bonj, he had not 

ia 
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In all likdSiood ftirr*d up his Revenge fo £ir, as 
to be no odierwife appeas'd, than with hk 
Head 

The ' jtt ef Sfeal^ing always carries things ca 
Ezceft : In the Emperor Titerim^s time (he lent 
her fineft Strokes, to applaud all the AdHons of 
that Prince, who at the lame time laughed at his 
Panegyrifts. Under Nere is was made ufe of 10 
mommcnd to the Gods the happy Time of JP^ 
fea ; and afterwards, to make ihe Apotheofis of 
the Daughter (he had by that unworthy £mpe* 
ror. 

Hiftory, in fine, relates. That Hegefim the Phi* 
lofbpher was fo powerfully perfuafive an Orator 
on tne Unhappinefs and Misfortunes of Life, ihac 
moft of thofe that heard him laid violent hands on 
chemfelves : *Twas for that reafbn that Piolmj 
commanded him never to fpeak on that Head* 



M A X. XXL 

TH E Wife Man muft have at due Care 
of his Family, and forelee what may 
happen, without Avarice, or too eager a 
purluit after Riches. 



Reflection. 

Prudence, in S/iointf*^ Opinion, has fbmetfaing 
in ft fuperiour to Philofophy ; ^ds this eminent 
Virnif uiat euides aad fleers aU the otbtr Know«-i 
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ledgee of our Mind, fbi" the greaser Felicity of ouif 
Life ! Wherefore he ordams, chat She ihaU evet 
be the Riile, and as it were the Diredrix of all 
the Thougbu and Aiftions of the Wife Man | he 
does not think it fufficienci that he ibouldliave {0 
difcharg*d his Duty Sot the time paft^ in reference 
to his Famiiy» that nothing Can be ireT»roach*d hint 
on chat icore, utileft he by a due Fbreh^ proipides 
ftrche future: Buthemuft not^ inordertocfitHft 
chis^ be avaricious, nor be too eagerly bent upon 
Rkhes. He requires, be Ihould know die Rules 
that Nature has prefcrib'd for the right ufe thereof^ 
and that he (bould covet ^em only to avoid a pinch-^ 
ing Neceffity. 

How diflerent is this Vice of AParice mOa aU 
others! The JLiv jcwr/ m/ Man fpares nodiing, to 
gradfie his Palate ; the Lotfer grudges no Ezpencx^ 
CO fatisfie his Paffion ; but the wretched Mi/er 
does not fo much as know bow to make ufe of his 
Wealth. 

To be (hort, the Avaricious Man baniflies all 
)uft Proceeding, to follow his own odious IncU* 
nation, which is meerly to enrich himfc^f: Which 
Pradice is diametrically oppofite to the Didatd 
of true Wifdom, 
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Max. XXIL 



E Ihall he preparM agojnlt aU the At 
tacks of Fortune. 



Reflection. 



Fortune is the biccereft Enemy the Pf^fi Mam 
has ; and as the major pare of Mankind are her 
Slaves, and wbrfhip her in her Inconftancy, tte 
difdains thefe, and levels her Milchiefs at more 
noble Objects. 

6he knowihg by Experience what (he can do^ 
makes her temerarious enough to aflault thoie 
Heads that are grown grey in Speculation, and 
fte never delpairs finking, by the violence of het 
Storms, even thok that iieach us the Art of Tran- 
quility. 

Tis therefore againft Her* that the ffTfi Man 
ought to double his Caution. If ftie fmiles upon 
him, ^tis a Snare (he prepares him, that he may 
imagin his own Merit draws thofe Prefents ftofi 
her, and that he may become blind with the Va- 
nity of Seif'i9ve. 

How dreadful is this ^fe Deity! Her greateft 
Favours ought to be fuibedledy (ince they can 
transform a reafonaUe wife Man, into a proud 
Haughty Fool ; and that the Fury of her Attacks 
may wieft 60m the Sage himfelf, that precious 
Calm and Q^t of Mind^ in which confift ^1 dur 
Cliamisof^isLift. 

Hft 
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He muft therefore fiimmons all the Screngdi of 
his Refledions, to defend bitnfelf againft this pro-^ 
fcft'd Enemy of his Reft ; Ke muft receive Her 
Prefents witH Indiiftrency, and sthn himfelf mudi 
more againft bet Chrefles than her Difpleafure : 
She ought to be more fufpeded by him when Ihe 
flatters, than fright&l in the time of her Anger : 
If ihe begins to rage, he inuft -encounter hef* witb 
all the Refolution poilible ; her moft cruel Evend 
don't concern us ; (he can take nothing from uSj^ 
but what depends on her ; as for Wifdom, as \i^ 
the Fruit of our Meditatioivi, 'tis ^ourown prefer 
Goody and no ways iubje& to the Ficklenefs of 
her Empire. .... 

Socrates, who had fubmitted to his Reafon the 
natural Difpoiition he had to Inecinpenmce ; who 
was Ipok'd upon as a perfed Model of a Virtuous 
Life ; Who had had the Teftimony of the Oracle. 
CO witness his Wifdom ; receives the Injuries of 
Fortune with the fame Unconcemednels gs.hcf re^ 
ceivM the Encomiums were eiven him; 'Whether 
he is teaching the Rules or an exadfc . Morality^ 
whether he is anfwering his corrupt Judges, whe- 
ther he is receiving. Sentence of Death, or fwal- 
lowing the Poifon, he is^ftill the ikme Soaraiet; 
tihat is to fay, calm, quiet, undiftnrb'd, intrepid^ 
in a word, wife to>the^Jaft. 
. Bottius, who had;vi^ his Family in the bigbeft 
aegree of Honour, without being puffed up with 
his Profoerity, forefaw its Ruin with Indifl&reacei 
and fufier*d Death without any more than ^ de- 
cent Concern* 

Cafar beholds his Murderers with their Dag^ 
gers in their Hands, and yet at that iniftafic xbk 
Thoughts of Death don't bulie his Mind,, but tlit 
Manner only, how Cufar ought to die t He tbeft^ 
fore fummooeth ( in that jun^re ) M that Wlti 
dom had taught him aeainft Fortune ; Prudeocd 
ttifonqs him^ ^ cannot fly from what was inevica« 
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Ue ; Magnanimity makes him fenfible, that Great 
Men have at any time liv*d long enough when 
Death calls 'em ; and Juftice infpires him with a 
fort of Concern, for the Ingratitude of him he ha4 
adopted fat his Son. 

Nothing alarms the Wife Man.t The fight of 
Racks, (fays Seneca) the lofs of his Eftate,the defo- 
lation of his Family and Life it felf, that is wrefted 
from him in the utter deftrudtion of his Country, 
are not capable of impairing this Heroic Virtu^ 
which he owes to his Meditations^ He enjoys, 
in the Opinion 6f this Philofopher, an entire Liber- 
ty, and is inviolable^ his Conftancy canno^be 
(haken, and he is wellprepar'd againft all extnor-^ 
binary Emergencies, that they catinot in the leail 
alter the ftate of his Mini ^ 
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Max. XXIIL 



E fhairnot feek the Friendfhip of m 
Pcevifh and Morofe Man. 



Reflection. 



Friendihip, when contracted wjith ill the ncCc& 
[ary CircumfUnces, is one of the greateft Confoia-- 
ioDi bf Life ; we muft then fmfiei' our felves to be 

jrry'd away by any fuddaifo ]Chclination, but we 
nuft examine well .0t choice we are going to 
nake, we muft ftudy the Humor and Manners of 
ito ^ith whom' we kiicai to havt this Commerce a 
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bur above all things, we muft cake care tluit he be 
nsxi of the number of cbofe melancholy HypochoiiL^ 
driacksy y/bom nothing can pleafe; who {eemco 
(^ve Eyes only to look ialce^, who Sfeak only to 
find fault, and who are, in fine, of £0 difficult an4 
jjopfok a Temper, ^at no^body can do any thing 
to their Satisfii(!lioit 

If we have not thefe Confiderations, tiiftcad of 
a trufty Friend, we Aall be fure to find ^ qenforicmi 
Critic ; and inftead of Confolatiqn in our M ' 
fercunes, wc ihalt ^receive the iJbvereiQ: ^eprim^ 
Koching, in StfTff c A C^inion, qm prpve a gr/ r , 
Comfort to the Mind, ihan a FrjieodAip accom • j 
ny7d with Fidelity and Mildneis : Is it not a m * 
cy Bleiling, to meet with one whofe b^ppy D 
ficions and Qjialifications render him. worthy IS \ 
being, as Jit were, the Depofitory of our greateft \ 
Secrets ^ and who has (b nne and noble a SooL 
that we fear his Indiicretion Ie& than our owor 
The fWeetnefs of his Converianon (ball allay oar 
Grief ; his Advice fhall ferve us in the Condud 
of our Affairs, and the very Sight of hun iball 
dilpell our Care&. ^^ 



M AX. XXIV. 

F he endeavours to get z gopd Repota- 
L tion, it fhall be chiefly in Ofidtt tp fcrcCA 
him from Coftteimp;. : ,, 
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ReI' LECTION. 



H^fiUm aloo^.is w^ar conftimt^ a happy and 
^i^ifcc JLife, ihe U^e final £n({ of oiir £nquiries» 
(be is t^e frutf o^ Qur . Waccbuigs ; in fhort, Ihe is a 
cmaia Ketfiige a^ainfi the Tyraiiny of our Pa(^ 
6qns and Fortune : After thU gtoripus Acquifition, 
IK^hin'ig; is capable of flattering the Sage, 
.'whatever Men generally beholdwith Envy^ 
^ to him indi£Perent Objtdts ; be pities tho& 
whom Ambition, Pride, and Riches have aUtir^d 
htfi the deceitful Appearance of falie Goods ; he is 
igoBDtented with. the Teftimony of his Confcience .- 
The having eftablifli'd a good Reputation adds 
QQCbiog to the happinels of his State, which, ik 
&f^^t^*s Notion, is f^chasis neithet capable oC 
Pl^tPjipution OC Augmeht^ttipn ; and as Reputation 

g* mains nothing, tb^t cani latisfy the "^ifc Man, he 
pks upoff it as a thifif meerty cequifite to Ihelter 
bimfrom Contempt. 



Max. XXV. 



THE Wife ;I^»5ialJ reap more Benefit, 
and take more Satisfa<^ion in the pub- 
lick Shew8> t^ ptber Men. 

E. X . '•' RE-' 



5t EpicurusV Afcrj/j, 



Reflection;* 

Tis moft certain, chat the Sadsfiu^icm of the 
Wiic Man chiefly proceeds from the Conditioii, or 
State of his Mind : If he liCfb at the puUick Di- 
verfionSy do*s he not there tafte all that a tmaof 
Refle<Sion has moft excellent in it ? He there ob* 
(ervesthe different Charaders of the Spedatots jf 
he candifcovcr by their Looks the efied of the Fat 
fion that moves ^em, and amidft the Confii/ton 
that reigns in thofe places (which is ftill greater iff 
the inieriour of them that form thofe tumolmoiis 
Aflemblics) he has the Pleafore to find him&If the I 
only Peribn undifturb'd, and in x State of Traa-! t 
quiUity. ; 

To (peak the Truth, moft of the Great Men that | 
have delighted in thefe publick Spedacles, km 
generally proposed to^themfelves other Pleafmel 
If Pcmpej Doilt a magnificent Am^utheatre, \wU 
in order to cir.bellifli /(omr, and flatter his Vanhj 
with the thought of leaving to Pofterity that fuv* 
pcuous Monument of his Grandeur ; and to be^ 
hold, as it were at one VicW| all the Slaves of hii \ 
Inteieftand Povier^ 



V 



Max. XXVI. 

Ices are unequal, and have tbeir d!ftij>« 
guifhing Diflerenccs. 
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Reflection. 

This Maxim is diredly oppofite to the Paradox' 
of dfe Stoics, who as they maintainM, that all 
Virtues were equal, fo neither did they allow of 
any difference in Crimes. 

The Sentiment of our Philofopher is infinitely.. 
mbcexonfarmabie to good Senle and Religion : 
How can any Man pretend to aflen, that he that*s 
guilty of Parricide, is not more Criminal than he 
that has committed a fimple Theft ; and as Horace 
very well obferves, rediculing the Stoicsy Shall he 
that has ftole a Cabbage be counted equally gail- 
nr with him that has riffl'd the Temples. 



I 11 *• 



Max, XXVII. 



HEalth, iu tike Opinion of feme, is a pre-, 
cious thing ^ others rank it amoag 
the indifferent. 



Ref lection I. 

• ■ . * ■ 

The firft part of this Maxim is one of BpicurM'% 
principal Decificxis^ who pronounced Health to l?e 
the fecond Happinefs of Life. In realky, this haj^- 
py Difpofitioa of the Body, fiaRJortfed by ihe^ 
Tranquility of Mind, which is thcqjain and xhirf 

E 3 ^<^ 
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Felicity of Man, affords him a perfed Enjoyment 
of all his Faculties; he fpeculates, he ad$» and 
without interrapting the courfeof his Thoughts, 
he reduces into Praoice all that his fublime Genius 
candifcover. 

*Tis a dilEcuIt matter for the Mind to appiv it 
felf to Meditation with the fame vigour ana luc^ 
cefsy if the Body be afflided with any Diftenoper : 
'Tis enough if it can effed in us fuch a Difpofition 
as (hall enable us to bear with Patience the Evil we 
lie under, and that it endeavours not to be infedcd 
by the diforder of our Body. 

Heal±, therefore, may juftly be efteein^d a frt^ 
dim and valuable Thing. The greateft part oi the 
reafonable World have alwa[ys looker upon it as 
fuch ; and (everal Eminent Men have, beftow^d 
Elogiums on it. St. Auftin (as I have obferv'd iti 
my Preface to the Tradudion of Lucretius) fays, 
That moft of the Wife Men endeavour^ to pofleft 
themfelves of this ineftimable Treafure. 
j^The main Secret, to be fuccefsful herein, is to 
inun all Excefles that can any wife alter the good 
habit of our Body, which may be faid to confift 
in the ib regulating our Drinking, Eating, and our 
Exercife, that no evil Effed can arife therd&'om. 
In fine, we muft imitate our Fhilofopher, who, 
with only Bread and Water, thought himfelf tlwD 
happiefk of Men. 



Reflection %. 

The later part of this Maxim is advanced in op- 
pofition to the StticSf who, the better to fupport 



tbeir dilguis'd Tenets, imagined , that after ^ 

afferted, that their Wife Man was of fo extraordi- 
nary a CharaAer, that tho* he were gorged with 
Wine, he could not be drunk i nor in Loft^ xbioP a 



meer 
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meer Slave to that Paflion ; they might fo bcwteh 
the Minds of Men, as to perfuade 'em, that Heahh 
ought to he eftcem*d an inditferent Thing 5 be? 
ca&(e Sicknefs, a good habit of Bod)r, and dl the 
other Qjialities proper to it, as Wettas rfiofe rhac 
were hot, neither cdnftitut^d the ffippinefs, nor 
the felicity of M4n^ 
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Max. XXVHL 

NAture does not endow us with a conf 
fnmmate Magnanimity^ that is accjuir 
rablc only by the ftrength of Rcafon. 

Reflection, 

Magnanimity, according to a Learned Greel^ i$ 
pottung elfe than that Fatul^ of the Mind whiqif 
we exercife with a great deal of Vigour, and by 
means whereof we prefevere with Fervor in a cer- 
tain Habit that w6 have formM in our felves, and 
which we uke care to preferve inviolable* 

Prudence, in the Opinion of ' Eficurm, is^zs it 
were, the Soul if Magnanimity ; a Man may have 
Strength and Coprage, and yet be only rafh and 
fool-hardy. Alexander having fcaled the Wall of 
a Town, diofe leather to fling himfelf in the midft 
of his Enemies, than retire. This Adtion^ which 
by reafon of its fuccefs has been cry'd up by ma- 
ny, would neverthelefe have been univerlally 
blamM had Fortune fbrfook; but a moment the 
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m. 






Dadicg ^^ had ciken lb much Pleafure to ra^fe to 
thehijhcft pitch ' of Glory. This Excels of Va- 
lour would have been blame-worthy in the mean- 
eft Captain ; but ic was ^cogcther void of Prudence 
in this Prince, by whofe Death his Army would 
have been in danger of being cut off, and all 'his 
Conqu^ loft at once. 

What Leoniddt King of Sparta did, was not iefs 
bold : This Prince, at the Head of Six Hundred 
Men^went and infulted Five hundred Thoufand in 
t}ieirvery Camp, but what he did was the tffc& 
of Prudence as well as Bravery : The Oracle had 
Counferd him to lacrifice bimfelf for the Good 
and Safety of his Country, which was threaten'd 
with utter Ruin, without this Vidim that the Gods 
required. His Men backet his Undertaking with 
fo -furprixing a Valour, that having fcattcr'd 
Death whereever they came, he at' laft pfcrifli'd* 
with 'em, being over-power'd by the number of 
the Enemy, that (Nature being tired) they could 
bo longer continue the Slaughter of.. 
' So that notwithftanding. Nature may be faid 
to have given us the firft Principles of this Heroic 
Virtue, yet (he would ftill be unknown, had we 
r\pt been taugl^t by Reafon and Reflection, and . if 
Prudence did not make it plain, that her moft glo- 
rious Atchievements depend entirely on the C3ca<ft' 
ficfs of her Condud. 
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Max. XXIX. 



FRiendfliip ought to becontrafted for the 
Utility we expcd therefrom ; as we 
cultivate the Earth, that we may reap the 
benefit of its Fertility. This noble Habit 
is fomented and uplield by the natural good 
Offices of the Parties, and the Satisfaftion 
they take in each other. 

Reflection. 

Some People have reproach'd Epicurui with the 
imperfedion of his Charadler of Friendfhip, fince 
it was fo feliifh i bur as it was either Malice or Ig' 
norance ^ave birth to theie Reproaches, as well as 
the Inve^ves pf the Sfoics, and fo many others 
who have loaded this Great Man and his Followers 
with groundlefs Charges, it has always been with 
Jittle or no fuccefe. 

The laft pan of this Maxim juftifies our Philo- 
'fopher, and explains his Opinion : He will have 
Friendftiip have in view the proper Satisfadkion of 
the Party, becaufe all thofe who have been fenfi- 
ble of this noble Tranfport, have by Experience 
found, that it refleds on him that is the Obje<9b 
thereof: Or, as an excellent Greek^ Author has it. 
True Friends find in themfelves^ by the Charms of their 
tnueudl Vnion, aS that can hthefdfor moji delight^ 
ful in Fleafure. 

Ad- 
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Admit, ncveitbeleis, that what Seneca pmt in £• 
fiemrvs's Mouch were true, and that he fiyogfat a 
Priendy that he might be affifted by him npon 00 
cafion; asinSkkaidSyPovertyyOrdiehorTonrof^ 
Prilbn or Dungeon. In all likelihood this Stoic 
vill not difagree, that among the other Virtues 
that our Philofbpher cherifli*d and pradis'd, Pm^ 
dence would ho£d the firft place, and fb hy confer 
quence he would be oblig'd to the exer^ of Jo* 
ftice ; and being juft, be would find a neceffity of 
tendering his Friend the fiune good Offices, foce 
we AaiKee in the iequel of thb Worts chff he 
will have us ready to undergo Death it ielf fer ow 
Friend, if occafion requires it. 

Does he not exprefs himlelf pearly in this 
Maxim, when he (ays. That the true Bond of this 
Union depends on the Pleafure we tafte therein, 
and the manner we communicate the fweetneff 
of our Difpofition ; and that we mufk love oar 
Friend fincerely M we expe(% a redjprocal Tendcr- 
nefs from him ; as one of his Followers utters hkn? 
ielf in Seneca, fVtt jcu have an imuGc^t Fbilffe^ 
(fays he) Love, and jm JhaUbe Icned. 
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AX. 




THeie are two forts of Felicities ; the 
one h every way cotnplcat and per- 
'cd, and as fuch belongs only to God, and 
tis always uniform, not being capable of 
increafe or Diminution : The other is of an 
nferiour kind, fuch as Man'St, which ever 
[>artakes of the more, or the left. 

REFLfiCTldN. 

Bpicurm^ Whofe Mbde^y is conftantly in ot)po^ 
Btion to th^ tilde of tfee Sfoies, is perpetually ia 
War with their Vanity ; he can by no means com* 



prehend how the traofitory and uncertain Happi* 
nefs of this Life daii b^re^nably efteem'd ot the 
grft kind, ilnce that lupreme Felici^, accordiilg to 
Cicero, implies iii it felf a plenitude of all ibrcs of 
BlefTings, ^d i& out of all poi&bilicy of being di« 
fturb'd or interrupted. He can't be fatisfy 'd with 
the Ghimaera of their Ideas ; and without bld^ 

giemoufly placing his iSage (as they do) above the 
eity, he freely acknowledges, that the Calm and 
Tranquility ot this Life, confifts in the being left 
ruffl'd and difquieted than the reft of Mankind. 



Ma 
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Max. XXXI. 

THE Wife Man may admit of Statues 
being ereftcd to him in publick places ; 
but be (hall not covet, nor be ambitious of 
thofe Hopoijrs. 

Re-election. 

As Eficurm^s Sage cannot be difturb^d by c&e 
^lalice. Hatred, pr Envy of Man, fo neither can 
he be touched with any Vanity or Pride from die 
Advantages this Maxin? mentions ; a^d if he la- 
bours to preferve an unfuUyM Repiitatiop^ *<b oor ^ 
ly in order to avoid Contempt ; fo that without 
having the leaft Inclination for thof^ lyiarics of Ho- 
nouryfuch as Statues^ C^c. he (hall acqufefce ac 
the fame time in the Will of them who are di- 
jTpos'd to give him thofe diftinguilhin^ Tok^s of 
Veneration and Efteem. Thus we tee^ that dux* 
be gives leave in his laft Will and Tefbuneot to 
celebrate his Birth-day, yet he is wholly negligent 
of that Pride and Vanity other Philoibphers have 
been infedked with, Wj{. Tombs and MonumemSf 
fpprocure 'em Reipe<Sl from Poftcrity. 



Max. 
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Max. XXXIL 



NOnc but the Wife Man can Ipcak 
with exafknefs concerning Muficfcor 
Poetry. 



R]^F LECTION I^ 

Plutarch {kys, Tb^tEficurmzdyis'dthokVrinces 
tvho were lovers of Learning, not to fuffer'any 
other Difcourfe in their Merriments and Feai^^^ 
dian thofe concerning War and Military AdHons^ 
andra^er to tolerate an iniipid Pleafantry, than 
to canvafe Qiieftions relating to Poetry and Mir- 
fick. What Faith can be given to this Philofo^- 
pber, who was a dedar'd Enemy of Eficurm, or 
to any of the other malicious Impugners of his Sed^ 
after he is fdund to charge him falily with placing 
the fupreme or foveteign Good of Life in tbt 
bcaftly Pleafures of Brutes, alrfipugh they very 
well knew that he fixt his fimmum bonum in an 
tindifturbed ftate of Mind, and indolency of Bo* 
dy. 

*Tis perhaps on the Authority of this paflage 
that Gajfendus pretends. That Eficurm\ Wife 
. Man ought not to talk of Mufick and Poetry, but 
in an uncommon wiay, and not like the Vulgar 
(which feems to be delighted with thefe Sdenccs) 
and that for this Reafon, that the one corrupts tlie 
l^nncrs,^ and the o;hcr is of no UtiJiiY. • 



There 
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of their Verie, they infpire a horror for Vice, like 
Virgil and Horkce, and feveral others ; that they 
comfort us in our Misfortunes, after the Example 
bfBoetius; that they excite Valour, as 7>rmi/,whQ 
(>rocur*d the Lacedemmians a Victory by the Po- 
wer of his Heroic Mufe ; or that they treat of Na« 
hire, as Bmfedoeles^Lucretius^ and feveral othte 
Philofophers have done, who have made ufe of. 
this fine Art in the unfolding thiqir profound Know* 
ledge : Then, to difcourage *em, would be depri- 
ving Mankind of the moft powerful Means of 
gaining an univerfal Knowledge of Things, and 
improving itfelf in the Prac^ce of the moft excel- 
lent Virtues. 

In a word. Poetry is a noble Fury,that partakes 
6f nothing that^s mortal i it raviflies and carries a« ^ 
vU^y the Soul ; ^tis an abftradion of the Mind, that ' 
difengages it from Matter, to take .a gloriooH 
flight ; /tis a generous Salley,that has its Rules ioA 
Meafures; 'tis, in fine, a Harmony that delighd .: 
die Ear, ftirs up the Imagination, and feeds the 
Mind; it perfuades with Pleaftire, teacher with 
Succefs, and imprints in our MemcMy, by its a- 
gteeable Accents, the Solic^ty of Subjc^U. 
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M A X. XXXIU; 

RIball .not read Ppctic Fiftions, neither 
fnall he.compofe any. . . 

iIr? Section: 

. Epicurus here ^ is rp be xini^ood^ p( tbp/Ei 

Vorks that a^e, altogether the Efllea of die Itnagi-. 

on, and contiaih nothing ia* 'eip . that's folidij 

sikv confute ;heir Matter to Wind flint ug 

) tne Clouds, ,Jihd didr jExprdHons to the bright 

Jage of tke fame Cloiidsj tliat'at beft o^y 

ry the Eye, or elie dlfdiarge a difagreeaUcf 

lie when they break. 

pur Philofi^hei^ does not here me^' thble- 
rbeins that explain the Secrets d£Phyfick, or the 
CJtility o^Moi^s ; he jihuft then nave blam'd aU 
fe Illttftrious Writers in ancieiic Times, Orfbeuti 
us, Hefiodus^amer, Pjslm£or4ffBmfeJiM:les,ZDd 
1 y others, who had writ in v^ Opt only Trea-^ 
4ies cohcemihk Nslturei^ biit al(b Divinity : An4 
"ds not likely mat Liicresnu, who underftood yeiy { 
wdl Efiiurus's ^ntimhits, fliould have writ a 
I^oem contrary to the Maxims of iiim whom he 
looked n^ CO be fbmething njore than Man. 
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Max. XXXIV- 



LMaa may Iw more, «r lel^ 
Wife. 



RfiFLEGTIOn. 

Tllis Oi)i^o;i agrees not only with BUf»%., 
fitfif's, and all the Philofophcrs, bui: i^^fca 
dizt of cbe -wittAe World in general i ^ntlj tt- 
euria Itfs tflcrted in one of his Maxii X 
isa dt^ari^ in Crimes, £b hereheg 
fbnd, tha^ there are different degci , .Qi., 

The .?'«», wha fought to dl^tigi^lh | aH 
by the oddneTs of tbdr Degm4fji^ al^wgr I 
of proving 'etn,vere of » contt^irT O^ ; 
ftealing aFlowei, ^^: among th&n ^^Vj 
black astbarofSacril^e; an^ i;he n!^# 
raes, ampng than,, were thou|;ht,t9 ^ 

lijm^ing Heroic. Wherefore, fiiagrq^ yfi 
$mV after ijiis a^t^^abtt mannei^ ' StytC ny >jc 
Mm (fays thisnii]ofopher)/or boiuwjxtejuii 
^ngerflaitfyf for hamng wifbficaJ tht^mj^te 
eld fVbman, fir b*9iHg endp'd lUftdij^ ff'M 
ing of a Ffy, in Jhart,fvr having hearai^k JW/i 
that three are act four : It it not (fays he) Sfi 
Uus, to crj uf thefi Trifiet far mrthj A^imt* 
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If we makb a Parallel between hitti that fufiers 
' ifaeftingingofa Fly^ and the Hero; if we put 
\ipon the Level, the preferving C)iaftity in refe* 
rence to an old Vomao, and the inaititaining that 
Virtue^ when atuck^d by the powerful Charms 
and Allurements of a tem^ring Beauty; oneWou'd 
think; 'cweraindifieremt^ on what acootint we coni'^ 
ihended 4na praised the Vile; 

To {peek cne Tfiith, oiiglit we not, to reprovJi 
the Sfoics ^ Philemon did a certain ^eribn, Ttoii 
(fays he) that Hvft among Men, doft thou talk, likf 
a Man ? Is not the manner of R^oning of thefe, 
Proud,, tho* Ridiculous Pbilofophers: altogether 
kb^kd ? is there itery e^ud^ to be found inthe 
Oeeonoiiiy of MKore ? The ^erenee ' in Om-^ 
§MAcm and Tempers MSdttdy ftewi$, that alt 
Itli^s^ dbjpenc&i^ the^ muft be lifcevrife dxf^ 
ihteft^ Wd^'ouuiofc be Ae (kHit in iJi: Tor 
ilflMbt! ki there mttSt be Ine^tioci, Tiidtaienc^ 
mi Memory, atid alt thefe h&h^ fotttti dTpattsj 
OMer or lirorfe di(posnd ^ i& it not plain, thatwba^ 
fduits froiii diere A^ dlftrent OiiiiBrutiotii^; muft 
iCIb be MrifeftM «Rrf uM^ ? 

tffi^mmhsi a due value fbr that fnblime Wif^ 
«bihilutisaiT)v'd tiyicsutlMA tcf&ietioit ^ hm 
iii4ieailbity,'rhatHftppitidSloii||htto&e tbeffibd 
ftnlof all attt AddoM of Man'is Life; ^, that 
iij# Pdidtry ablbhitdy dbthconilftin theTrate^ 
q[ttWiy of life Mind, anft a HeddifUSt^ 
^cis not £» mattriaL ni^iecllBri* one be wifit than a- 
iiother, provided this laft finds, in the Chara<to 
jt)f his Mmd, and in the Difpofition of His Body^ 
^heitwithd to render his Life Happy: 



» » 
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Max. XXXV, 



HE Wire Man fhall obey fch Prim 
when there fhall be occafion. 



Reflectioi^. 



A PythagsreMH Philofbpher fays. That the.^ril 
is obliged CO chree chings^o Command weU, dift 
buce Juftice,and 'Worlhip God : So chat che Si 

SSt is obliged to obey his Commands, fubmic to ! 
ecreeSy and imitate bis Piety ; he is the Reprefi 
tative of theAlmighty, the Soul and Liyifig L 
of his Dominions i he puniQies the Guil^, ren 
the Virtuous i he governs all, and our Lives, a 
he preferves and prote(!^ depend on him. 

iho* Heaven, in its Anger, Ihould permit him 
deviate from the ways of Juftice^ which coi 
tutethe true Charader of Royai Gratnleur, 
muft unidergo, without murmuring, the Efle^ 
his Violence 5 to difobey him is Criminal^ and 
revolt is aimoft a Sacrilege, fince ^tis in a mam 
attackix\g God himfel^ to taJ^e up Arms agai 
him that is his B^prefencawe nere on Earth. 



Ma 
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M A X. XXXVI. 



HE fhall Rejoyce with hioi, who having 
gone aftray, Ihall return to the Path 
of Virtue. 



Ref LECTIO N, 

This Maxim is quite contrary to the impla- 
cable Hard-heartednefi of the Stoic, who would', 
i}Ot aUowthe finalleft Faults, nor entertain the, 
leaft Compaffion or Tepdernefs for his Neighbour, 
who had err*d. 

Epicurus^ whofe Moral Js altogether realbnable, 
enjoins tfai$ lodtilg^ce, fb abU)lutely neceifary 
for Civil Society, without which all would be in, 
a ftrange Confiifion. The Frailty of Man is fuch,. 
as Will BOjc permit him to be infaJIible, the weak* 
ne(s of hb Condition deprives him of that Blef- , 

tog- A 

' Befides» how uleful a Th^ng is it to return to . 

WiOom ? Our Philofopher, as Seneca reports, is 
of this Opinion, by realon that this Amendment 
and Return feenas to be the Work of a due Rsfledi- 
on, which proippts us to make ap Effort to over- 
come our Vices, and that the Knowledge of our] 
Guilt is the beginning of our Converfion, This* 
Maxim is conrormable to the Holy Scriptures, 
and the Apoftle requires we (hould have a mutual 
Indulgence for each others Failings, and that we 
forgive each other fi^jly. 

F 3 MAX. 
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Max. XXXVn. 

■ 

E may ke^p a School^ ^roi^ided 'thf 
Vulgar ibrt be not admitted toit« 

Reflection, 



Epicurus allows the Wife Man to Teach and 
Inftrud, with thte Reftri^op^ that be (haU not 
^xnniftuoufly communicate hU Diicoveri ^ 

only to fuch as are worthy of the Knawleoj 
'cm : He tbiiiks the Common PeGplc have n 
ihe QpaHties requifite for dhis Satis&dion or 
Mind ; their Lenity^ the unaccowtfablexM n 
their Temper, and their Education, lAoll not a 
'em the Patience and Appreh^n&n that i» ih 
ry for Learnip^ i fo that (as Ucrda {my , 
cugbt tc he kefti at a diflance, and exdudfiJ* 

PjtbagoTdf, and feveral other VbiloCoohm,, b^d 
none but chofen Scholars, whoie Difpoiitions gave 
Reafon to hope for Sjiccefs in their StiKliefli for 
crafcf, in JMopban, is of the fame Sentimeni; Hi 
that ohfirvcs ((ays he} 4 Man endowed witk am ax* 
ceSentnatwral Genius, JhaB labour to cultipata and 
fmfrove it bj the Kpovtlodfre of Arts and Sciemats : 
And Imufi otpn, (uys this wife GreelQ thai I fool 
an w^feak^ble Pleafure when I imforP to n^Briinds 
fbe Bruit jf of m/ I^edi^ations, 
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HE may read fomc of his' Writings to 
the People j feut he fliall not do this of 
s own Motion, but becaufe it is dcfir'd. 



Reflection. 

i^lkh iHxm to th^ MyfTdry of die 

! f4rs 0^mift»r, bttf oliljr theiii that 

N ot teifefidiij^ Aeftlbf^. But Effdarm, 

Ae ao ^ fiot Alptdve df tUe Gbiiithoh Feoplie for 

I y^ if Ic ihcdd ha^>en that any of 

1 ihocitd d<!j!iie the Wife Mail to reao' to 

om M ctf Wotk§, fie would have hith cbtii* 

b^c^iilttfii it dtfcovefs a WiHiitghefsr 
L a : di^ a* ftroiig Inclination may loihe-r 
omes prove luccei^ftiL But then he mttft chqib 
CvLCh a Sut^eiSi is is (ilitable to the Cap^chy df his 
Atiditory^ ai»l without entertaining 'em with the 
Secrets of Natfii«v ^hich riequiirdi a h^Blef Ge- 
s i iliftrtid 'eni how to mend their Lives, and 
re :m their Manners.. 
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M AX. XXXIX, 

HE fhall be fteady in his Opinion^ an^ 
not wavering and dout|tnil in every 
thing. 

Reflection* 

This Maxim of Bpicwrm feems to be kvcTd at 
the Pyrrhonians, who doubted of every (hing. Our 
Philofopber will have it» that fome things are b 
fectl'd a^d determined, and fo iel^vident, that 
there is no room left to doubt concerning *eai : As 
for inftanccy that Vacuity is impalpable, that the 
Atome is folid and eternal ; but then he grantSp 
there are others again, that cannot be accounted 
for with the iamc certainty ^ as for Example, the 
bignefs of the Sun. 

Is it pofllble to atti^n to Wifdcm in an endleis 
Uncertainty ? If we doubt of all things,'tis imfdh 
fihle to determine and fettle in what confift^ iht 
Hiappinefs of Life ; and if that can't be 6x^ theft . 
can he no fuch thing as Wifdom. 

The Pyrrbcman do*s not know, whether he's a 
Wife Man or a Fool ; whether he is Learned or 
Ignorant ; tho' he lives of little, he dare not af- 
firm that he's temperate. The BficureMU Philo- 
fopher is more Judicious; he aflures, without He- 
(hation, that the fubduing our Pailions, and keep- 
ing them under, caufes the Tranquility of Miqp ij 
he enjoys with Plcafure this. calm and quiet State, 
which he c:(perience$ to be fuch ; he addids hina- 
f • fclf 
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elfcoVmne, that he maybe happy, and pror. 
nsuDces with ceiiamEy. thai Life cannot be ba^-* 
without fhuieiice, Juftice and Honefty. 



H 



Ma?, XL, . 

E Ihal] enjoy the fame.TranquUky ia 
his Sleep, as when Awake. 

Reflection. 



Lucretiat and Pefrm/iu informs us,chat £/iVin-«i 
lau^i M Drealna, lookiiw upon 'em to have their 
Caufe in our ftjves, and cfiac they generally were 
fach as were fuitable to the difturbed or quiet 
^tate of our j^ind : And, as our Philolbpber k- 
qnir%th«l'Di5 Wjfe Man fliould procure to him^ 
lelf a &tll'd Tranquility from a conftant Habit of 
Wifdom, be reafocably inferred, that that once at« 
uiq'd^e w»uld enjoy tbe(kineCaln>and Quiet in 
his Sleep, as jlrhilc .Awake. - ■ - 

Now, he that lives conformably to the Didbtes 
of Reafon and Prudence, whole Mind is fiU'd with 
Thoughts capable of facisiyiiig him, and who may 
be faid almolt (during the fufpeniion of his Scn&sji 
to refled on himfelf, caanot be. fuppos'd to have 
in his Imagination any ocliiertbaiiuieial and agree- 
able Ideas. And, as all his Speculatioas arc in 
queft after the Truth he partakes during his Sleei^ 
of the Pleafiue it inrpires, ^tbac none t£ tbole 
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things diat alcttm the tl^l£ked» or peiUez the Ig- 
nDrant, difttob the Qliiiitneils of his Kepol^ ; He 
Jteep xpithoatfiat^ as Sblothon &ys, ini reltjhes Ins 
^^h after a delicious manner. 

The great Secret to avoid being molefted with 
chele Chymerical Bugbears, that may (bmetimes 
triumph over our WeaknefSyis, in Piaso^s Opinion, 
not to fleep more than is neceflary to enable the 
Mind to purfue its Studies. The Time that pafles 
in that ftate, is a kind of Deathj tb that be chat 
will live as a M:tn ought Who kridi^s how to liv^ 
and who afpires to w ifdom, ought to be carefi^ 
not to deep to excefs, by reaiba it dulls the Fa-r 
OiltiesoftheSoiit. 
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Max. XLI. 

F OccaCon requires itjk^ fhgfflb&r Death 
for ftis Friead* 

■ < 
ReflectioNp. 



Could' Sfiewrtts better conclude ^ C&tlttks 
that were to form his Wife Man, than by this He-' 
foic Difeofition, to (uffer Death, if neceflary^ to 
Blyc bis Friends Life. Our Pfailofopher vi^ not 
allow us to fhorten our Days, how nii&tabk fo»' 
ever we may be, becatife it is not in the power of 
AfRiftion to di^rb the quiet State v^6 have po- 
cur 'd our felves by the Seudy • of Wifdotn. 

Wq 
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We are above all Accidents, by reafon that Wtf 
dom has beftow^d all Virtues on us, the harmony 
"whereof renders Life pleafant and delightful to 
us ; yety notwithstanding the Sage enjoys a pro- 
found inward Peace, which is ihe greateft Blellbg 
I^ife aflbrds, J^/ctfritf requires h|m to quit both 
the one and the other, to give his Friend that un- 
deniable Proef of his AfieAion. 

Twas this generous Difpolition that infpir^d 
twoUluftrious Romans to die for Caius Graccuf. 
Fnendftip made 'em ftop u^ a Bridge, and op- 
pofe the multitude of Enemies that were purfuing 
diat Trib\me ; it animated 'em with lb noble a 
Courage^ that the Life of their Frifind was in lafe^ 
ty Co long as their Strength enabled 'em to fight iti 
his defence, and if he loft it at Iaft,^cwas becaufe 
they loft theirs, by a thoufand Wounds, that were 
as many Teftimonials of their Fidelity to binu 

I can^t forbear here blaming once more the 
malicious Interpretation the Stoics have given 
that Mspdm, where Bficurus will have u£ cultivate 
Friendibip as we do the Eanh, with reJaeiop ta 
our felvesf tho* I have fuficiently adfwer'd it in the 
Refledion I made thereoa. 

DoVnot T&rjuatus, one of £^/cMrii/^s Followers^ 
fufficiendy declare in C/c«-o,that ourBhilolbphcr ao- 
knowIedgM it to be the fineft Frefent H^fdom could, 
beftow on us ^ that 'twas She compleated all our 
Pleafures, and that he bad not only given it great 
Encomiums^buii had conftantly. pra<5tic'd it as kmg 
as he liv'dj 

. He. aflhros us»chat She is the Spring froni whence 
we, as weU a$ our Fciends, muit ex]^d all that is 
delighcfuL and that it cannot be lafting, unle& we 
love our Friends as well as our felves, And» that 
theirAffliSionsandUneafinefsfliould affediusas 
much as 'our own ; and their Good Fortune and 
Happinefs.aford us as much Pkaiure and ;&uis- 
gidim as tbrWtiTuig^ weadualLy enjoy our felves; 

A 
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A Letter from Epicarus 

to Meneceus. 



YOuth is no Oljftaclc to the Study of 
Pbilofophy, we ihonld not defer acqui- 
ring its Knowledges, neither ought we to 
beaftiam'd toconfecrate our later Ye^rsto 
the Labour of Speculation. Man has no 
Time iimitecj for Learning,and ought never 
to want Strength to cure his Mind of all the 
Evils that afflift it. 

So that he that excufes his Megled, by his 
having let flip the precious Moments that 
would have guided him to this pifcovery, 
argues no better than he that will not labour 
to lay the Storm of his Paffioijs, nor with- 
draw himfelf from the Misfortunes of Life, 
tliat he may liy? more quietly ^nd happily ; 
becaufe he pretends, that the Time proper 
for this laborious Work, is either not yet 
come, or elfe is elapsM, and irrecoverably 
loft. Youth then, muft get the ftart of the 
Strength of their Mind j and the Aged muft 
retrieve as much of it as they can, to addift 
thcmfclvestoPhilofophy. The one ihould 
ufe this £fR>rt,that arriving inXenfibly to the 
Term prefcribM to his Days, he may perfe- 
vere in the virtuous Habit he has acquired : 
The other,that laden as he is with Years, he 

may 
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nay know that his Mind has all the Refolu- 
don of Yout)^ to place him above all the 
Events of Fortune, and to make him behold 
th Intrepidity all that can alarm himiii 
:he Speculation of Futurity^to which he 1$ fo 
nigh. 

Reflection i. 

TheSnldy ofPhilolopfay (in the C^nion of 
P&rphrrius) (bimld commence with the iCndWledge 
Dfourfelves. This fine Difcovery prepare and 
qualifies us to fpeculace with more eafe the Oiii* 
irerfe or Comprehenfive Whole. The O^ciete- 
quired we ihould ftudy our fdves before we enter 

on any other Refiedion. Tis not only that we 
I become Philofophers, but attain Wifiknn^ 
(wnich is the only Road to Happineisy and that wa 
may enjoy that Blefled State) that 'tis necefTary we 
(hould know our (elves, bdbre we ftrive to pene« 
trate into the Secrets of Pbiloibphy. 

This neceflary Application fhould be the Drift 
and Aim of all Men; She's agreeable to all Times^ 
and pr<^>er for all Ages. But 'tis a moft benign 
Influence that inclines Youth thereto; 'tis the 
means to form Habits th^t nothing can root out ; 
'tis receiving indelible Impreffions; 'tis, in fine, ac-^ 
cording to Plato, Labouring with a profpecS: of Suc- 
cels; for we are eafily perfuaded in our Youthyand; 
we may make a coniiderable Progrefs : Natpre is 
yet pliant in theie Be^nings, we may pull away 
what is rode and imperfeft, tknd few the Seeds of 
thofe better Inclinations that caufe the Qilm of 
cbeAfind: Study and Labour foffletimes makes' 
glQre Mifades dun this Miftrei&pf the Univerle. 

Wc 
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We ftonld, thcKfere, take cire not id kc flip 
filch pffcdoos Momeais ; and #dio* PUIofiipliT 
doers at firft, by its many dificnkies, we moft hoc 
be difcxmrag*!!, bat cMrocome Vm by cheaflUnkj 
of onr Smdy and Labour. 

CicMthes, who was famous for his Soli at Boac- 
ingy and wfaofe Mind was fogro(s and hckyy^ that 
he valuM nothing but the Strength rfhis Bodyjiad 
no iboner bcstid j^n^ the PbHofi^er^ than he 
thought of employing his Time more profitably; 
and he conceiv d hopes, tliat he might fiovoe his Ge- 
nius by diot of Labour His attempts too^d (be- 
\:efifiil$ferhenotonly ^dK better otfakvoudi 
Natniep but of Poverty too : To tKkSt thily he 
drew Water in the Night, that he vbMh h0t 
wherewith to fubfift in the Day, and Afftid- fcil 
Studies : He was ib defiervii^ ifieiw a ids^ that te 
was Tutor to Kii^ Axuigfmm^ and MaAer so Cfjfi^ 
fm the Philofophec. 

Nothing ((ays Eurifiiii) n wmt fu M^t i 9$ i 
ymmg Man, than.njbtm Ln<iai» itbm *tifhef9^ 
comfens^dwitbfi mhh d ^fmtri^ m tlM sf tfM^ 
without Trouble or DiftMriMmea 



Rbflectionx. 

^Tis never too late to begio fo live, aliho^gb we 
have fpent our Vonth idly and unptofitaUy s \iiia 
great matter to know ooe*s ^anksy even i» ftdecli^ 
jaing Affe $ *ds then we have moft need of the 
Counf^ of Philolbphy^ to enable us to nadexfp 
the Infirmities that ape iniepacable fipcMB Oltiopai 
and the Proximity of Death rtquifcs we fhatii 
ftrcify our fidves agaiafr its Teoots; . . 
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^4)00 Hm ^ih^ib^ f9^ ctim T^mmi^l ^ 1^ 

wing liv^J, th4n barely that ofQUroga ^ The rnMMH 
hranee of bis Toutk poall render his frefene State ve* 
ry imeajy to him y he /haBrefleS, mth Envy, on thofi 
Pleafures he can no longer reli/h ; hk Ailings makf 
Urn impatient ; be eon imp n$ ledger walk^ hut is 
forced tocreef along, alnufi after the manner 0/Rep- 
tiles, hi Body i/o broken and decayed ; his Mind is 
in the Jame condition through Ignoranee, infimuch, 
ehmt haing heiomo infiiffeittaUe Pa bhnfetf, he iif^ 
gftfie eiv^ry bmb tife. 

(lamy is h(9 whp.fecks for- 4 Rmi^ 10 ^tno^ 

away the biCcenMci$ thofot ; ii0kp,xiepc;iitsiu^ Acg-' 
l^^g QiJ^v^ries,, b tS^ zmA joeceflkry, ami.' 
4Ja^lies himlelf theretp in e^cneft, that lie may. b^ 
eSi^ to die wkh n^e Conftincy cb^ he hM %vd^ 
*1% of gpeac xin()orcftfice to an old Kjae, to be a 
Philo&phec^ > for, a» Maer^bim ^bferfes^ 'tis tiato^ 
t^t^ rkax. Ageitadeligbt ia fadng askVl Qpcftion^) 

^^km'. 4s 4p^ a(Q^iM#ay^4 with Prudence anA 
WmptBp tl^y caiipoc f>ut be vcxy uis64 s becau(r 
tjji^f^ Mfin, wfao ai:e (^wn Gray in Speculaiiofi 
and PraAtce, make deep Impreilign^ by ^w Aur ■ 
thority. They are, moreover, llltiftriou$ Exam- 
ples of Conftancy and Intrepidity ; the capriciouf- 
nefs of Fortune cannot alarm *em 5 ii^^e, nothing 
can move or diftutb 'em. ' 

lyhat do yon fretend to do (fays Solon^s Friends to 
Yimi^i VMtaebeHmee^dm't' e^ ^^fff^ V&r 
i^«u% Smidi\U^ilmrting yomMmt^^ vim ie^l 
mutag^tmea hmmj mt H eofofi Ms Tjn^atmf^ J M^ 
Qlfhpf iofwti^ thar 'Wifir I^e^iBittri tXd wr 
this &abm cosMmma^Mnikm ftftmdi'^ w«§ k 
HOC as much as to fay, Ihavejfent my Life in the 
Study of fbibfipby ; it has ajjirded me infamte 
l^fmedies againjt Fearp Iranfuility to my Mindp 

and 
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and mude Death iindiffp'int tome: *D» etm; the 
Trraht may takfav^ay n^ Ufef aikd tamhy KaetUr^ 
OH the brinkef lefing it: 



•« / 



TEXT, 

MEditate then freqiieatly, dear A/^ei 
cew', and omit nothing that can any, 
wife cofltribitte to yotit^Ffelidty; Happy 
is he who h^s fettl'd himfdf id this bleflM 
State of Tranquility •, hfe has ilbthinjg left trf 
wifli or delire, fince he is fatisfy'd with what! 
he poflibfles ; and if he has not yet f^is'd 
bimfelf to, this high degree pf Excellenqf 
^nd Perfedion, be muft ufe his utmoft tu^ 
deavours to attain it. Follow then the Pre^ 
cepts I have fo often giv'il you, reduce 'dfl* 
into Praftice,let 'em be the coifftaqt Subjeds 
of your Refleftions j for I am convm't, yonl 
find in 'em an exad Rule for the guidance 
of your Morale. 

Reflection* 

Sficitrm valu'd the Knowledge of Thiqgi and. 
penetrating into Nature, no otherwife than as dief . 
contribute to the Condu<2 of our Morab : Afid. 
if he requirM one ihould be-a good Nn^nm/f/l^ 
'twa$ in order to becomea Moal FbUcfifb^* 
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H« M^U kiTe U ofixQ refled, wluu:,ue die Pria> 
^iplesQfTlilags, how they are fortn'd, and after 
moL m^naet thnr Rcfblution ii wroaght, to the 
md we Biay be infbrmM of all thole things diat 
;an any tvftys al»in us : *Tis oti chis depends the 
Happiielsor Uiihiipptne(s doat Life, bccaule tiitf 
[gnorance of ibeft Thihgs creflies Difbrder antl 
UanfofiflD in oas Mind. 

T^ C«un&I of this PhiUfvfltT is adtbinble i . 
!or we Ihould frequently medkate, but it oiight vof 
:o be on what Means we (ball uje lo heap np ita^ 
[(ichcs ; how we fhall raife olir &lvcs to .vigqide* 
ind Honours; or graiifie our Hatred and Revenge ) 
iBt how we Ihall corret^ the Violence of our Ten^ 
Mr, amend our ntious InclioatioBs, and labmit t^ 
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TEXT. 

Tji^ Pooridatiod, on which yoii. ought 
tohuildal] your Maxims, hiultbe tlK 
rhoiight of the Immortality , and Happy 
Jtate of the Gods. This Sentiment is con* 
formable to the Opinion, that has fpread it 
fclf dmongft, the generality of Men ; bat 
ihen you muft have a care that^ when you 
iefiiie the Deity, you don't give him any 
Attribute that fhall prophane the Grandeur 
)f hisECence, by diminifhing hisEtpriMtjfi 
>r Supreatn Felicity : Let your JJUlylffiwr ^ 
ghas ycAi pleafe concerning U^s.DlvJi)^ 
lein^, provided that his ImmoEtaiity fti4 
katitade receive no Impair there^oiii. . 

O that 
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That there afe GoJs, is a Knowledge con- 
fecra ted' to Fbiitefity •, but their Exiftenceli 
quite* different froin that which they fiad* ia 
t&e. Imaginations of Men. He then is not 
to he counted : a rafh impious Wretch, who 
bamflies that Crowd of Divinities, to which 
the ignorant and fimple People pay theii* 
Homage •, but rather he that will faSktn on 
thefe Divine Beings, the ridiculous Senti-^ 
mehts of the Vulgar. Whatever the great- 
eft partJ of thefe weak Minds advance con- 
cerning their Knowle(|ge herein, dops riot 
Eroceed from any previous Notion, that can 
e made ufe of for an invincible Proofs but 
only from meer Prejudice. 

What likelihood is there that the GodSr 
according to the common Opinion, (hould 
bufie themfelves about punilhing the Guilty 
and rewarding the Good, who conftautly 
praftifing all the Virtues that are peculiar to 
an excellent Nature, will have thofe Divi- 
nities refemble 'em, and imagin, that What- 
ever is not conformable to theif Mortal 
Habits, is very remoter from the Divine Na- 
ture?* 

REFLECTlONr 

I have obferv^d, in my Remarks on the Traofl» 
cion of the Firft Book of Lucretius, and in thole oa 
the Fifchy chac£/f curb's Xll^eaknefi was liicfa, u to 
own a Plurality of Cods, t6o* he was inwatdh 
tonvincM of we contniry Opinioh : S^erMn 
Death, and the Fear he had of the jUbtmrnUp had 
made him fpeak af^ thii mannecr 

•7 " €imif 
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. Cicero cdccfs liptite of bis C>pinion : He bati fays 
he, utterly deftrvfi all the Footfieps of I(gligioni when 
he defrives the Deity of the Povter of making Mortafs 
feci the BffeS of their Goodnefs ; he Acknowledges Hi 
Natwrt to be excellent ^ and at the fame time refufet 
him the Advantage of being beneficent^ and ready tb 
fj^ us : Is not that ftriffing him of all that froferly 
ionftitute/ the Nattare of 4 Being infinitely Good ? 






T E X T. 

Atcuftomyoiirfelftothink, that Tkzt\i 
h ijothing in reference tons, fince Pain 
and Plcaiure depend iipon thfe Senfe^^ and 
that (he is nothing elfc out the Privation of 
that fame Senfe. 

'TJs a fine Difcorery thdt can convince 
the Mind, that Death does not any way con- 
cern usi 'tis a hippy Means to pals this hiof- 
tal Life in fhe greateft Tranquility, without 
troubling our felve? with the Incertainty of 
the future, and without flattering our felvflp 
with the Hopes of Immortality, 

In effeft, to live, can be no XJnhappiueft 
to hini who is oilce thoroughly perfwadcd 
that the time of his DifTolution is attfended 
with no tivil : ^is ridiculous to obferve the 
Fear w^ haVe or Death i jnot that the light 
bf it, in the inftant it ftrikesiis, ^yes us 
any difturiMnce, but becaufe ttat during thq; 
imcertm ftxpe^tion of it3 ftroke, the Mind 

G 2 giv«. 
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gives it felf over £0 Sadnefs and Melancho- 
ly. Is it poffible, that at the Prefencc ofa 
Thing, not being able to excite any Trouble 
or Difl:urbance in us, we fhould afBid and 
torment our felves fo exc^flively with tie 
fimple Thought of its drawing nigh ? 

I>eath| once more, that feems to tt am 
moft formidable of all Evils, is but a meer 
Chimera, by reafon it is nothing at all whil« 
Life remains -, and when it takes place. Life 
ceafesi fo that it can't be faid to cxcrcife 
any Power over the Livings nor the Dead j 
tbofe not being as yet fenfible of its Empire, 
and thefe^ that no longer exift, are Ihelter'^ 
from its Attacks. 



Reflection^ 

7hofc^ &ys Plato, tbdt continudUj Mnkjf DiMih 
arc true Philojofhers, thef are the onfy Perjms Jen^t 
fear it. If the Charader of a V^^holibm Philofin 
hy confifts in the Applicarion to the Study of thii* 
aft Moment, 'tis the indiipenfable Duty of ^ 
Chriftian. 

To ipeak the Truth, this Meditation is & abfb-' 
lately neceOary, that 'tis isipoffible to live well 
without the Refledions (he infpires ; 'tis by their 
means we overcome the Sentiments of Hacred and 
Revenge | that we lay afide the iniatiabk Greedir 
n^ of heaping up Riches 9 that, we ftop the im* 
tetuous Furv of an unjuft Anger, and that aU the 
PaiSons find a proper Remedy to their tefp^ve' 
Ezcefles. Tis a Saying of one of the Ancient^ 
That we fliould always remind the Vicious Mm 
of thi^ laft Hour, that finiAes their Courfe; for tivn 
Man bthoMs M( Cfittes witb Htenu; bthwu 

mtnced 
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inetiied wiA die jBLemorfe they .omfe^ ^ riicn te 
wifi^esy tven at tbe ezpeoce of wkac Is mcft dear 
fofainiy t&ac he hf4 liVd after (b innocem: a ikian** 
fPer, tW he had oo occaGon ^r Repentance ; 'ris 
not the iois of the Light i^ ihould fear, nor tiuu 
of the PleaTures which wpR flatter us ; the verj 
Pain that we endure ^t the iq^ant of die diilblu^ 
tion of Co many different Parts that compofe our 
Whole, ought not to terrifie us. 

This frightful Futurirv^ ought to fill us with Hor- 
ror ; the Secret to expciSb Death with Fjrmnefe, is 
to lead a good and virtuous ]Life: It is dreadful 
only by its Confe({uences ; and when it ist an abfor 
}me Neceffity to mdergo its Law$^ we tnvtt not 
perpkst our felves with the scanner how it exe* 
CBtes *em ; let a JFk#rr, the GmiH, an Af&ftexf, Taf^ 
meniSj ^k^, or a f$ttUcl^ Exeeu^n', tnsikc the 
feparation of ova Soul aod Body, none of thefe 
Misfortunes ihould ftartie or jiflright ps, but we 
ought to crembte when we reflet on the Ftiturc 
State, where Death fixes as. 



itmm 



TEXT. 

< 

Vulgar Sotds are apt to wi(h they conU 
decline Death, becaufe they confider 
|t 3$ the grieatcft of Evils: The/ are cftek 
t&tm^d too, by the Unveil litignefs they ind 
in tliemfplyes to forfake the Pieafures it de- 

E rives 'em pf, and by the Thoughts they 
ave of the eternal In^ftion it brings upon 
'ena- Tis without reafon they afflift thera- 
ielves at their living no longer, lluce the lofs 

G 3 of 



35 E p I c u RU sV Mordsy 



•.» fc- •- 



of our Life hinders us from being fcnfiblc, 
that our ceafing to be, implies in it fejf any 
thing of Evil : And as we don't chufc our 
Food by its quantity, but from its goodnefs, 
fothe number of Years does not make th* 
Happinefs .of our Life, but 'tis the mannet 
of paffing it that caufes all its pie^furc. 

Reflection. 

Men of p:ican Souls ate ape to be afraid of 
Deadly and (hun ic cowardly s 'twas what made 
Paulm jEmilm defpife Ferfcw King of Macedonia^ 
!who beg'd his Life of thisConfui with an efiemi'^ 
nate Wekkneis, and without (hewing the leaft To> 
)cen of what he had been. When the tune drew 
near of his following, in 9gm$f the triumphal Cha- 
f iot of bis Conqueror, he fent to entreat him to 
fave him that Shame ; the ^pnan laugh'd at hiqi 
with Juftice 5 ^Twas in his ftmetf fays he, nH f 
come, nay, he uyet in pojfejjkn of the Fa$tour he begs; 
intimating thereby, that a generous Death was th^ 
only means to prevent the Slavery that was prepa- 
ring for him ; but this Qowardly King chofe rather 
i;o live with Infamy, to die afterwards more cruel* 
ly,by the Inhumanity of the Soldiers who guarded 
him. Tis believ'd, that out of a Difguft they had 
taken to this unfortunate Prince, they hindered him 
|r6m peeping, and fb put an end to his Life, chat 
he had endeavoured to preferVe by fo many Mean? 
nefles, ahogether unw(M:thy his Charadier am) 
Birth. ■'■ "^ ■ ' ■ ■••■ '• ^ ■' •'*■'' 
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TEX T. 

fyOwabfiird it is to exhort a young Man 
X toUvefvcU^or to n;iake an old one,wbo 
draws near Jii^Grave, fenribje^hat he oueht 
to face Death with Coaftamcy aa4 Fortitude t 
iK>t but they are two excellent things ia 
themfelvesy but by re^foa that thofe .Specu- 
lations that make us find fomething charm- 
ing in a well-order'd Life, lead 9S with In- 
trepidity to that fttalHour. 



4 



R^l^ LECTION^ 

Life is our Guide to Death, and Death Is a Coni» 
Sequence of Life ; they are infeparable thtagSyand 
^ught to be the Subjedk of our Meditadons. 

Bficurus is in the rigfat, to find fault with him 
that admoniihes a young Man, to have jcontinually 
in his Thoughts the rerorming his Manners ; and 
the other, advanc*d in Years, to think of making a 
goodEndf asifYouthwas not rub|e<9: to Death, 
and tbarfaad no fiuther concern for the Conduft of 
Life. ' • 

Our Philolbf^er will not permit tts to ieparate 
the care of living, well, from that of dyii^ without 
fear ; they are two Smployments fo clolcly link'dl 
together, that the one is uielefs without the other's 
The refleding on Death makes us careful not to 
deviate ftom the pradlke of Viftue,and thep«*ict 
of Virtue makes Death have nodiing in it that can 
teriifieus, 

G4 TEXT. 
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TEXT, 

rS ftiH ^greater Folly to term l^fOMxit 
ft^ficea Good V or to fa^^ thM the terf 
ttOD^nt We have ieen the Lights vm Mgbt to 
«at an dnd to oiir Life. If Ke thlt e^tpitS^ 
Jlimfelldft«r this idanne^ is re^tty cofiwinc'd 
of what <^ fdyS) why does not h€ itoiae^ 
didtely quit this Life? if be hsis fefioif at f^ 
ii«£l«d dn the RriH that atteild it^ 'ti$ liibisf 
Power to leave it^ td be no longer expo/d 
to its Inconvenience \ and if it be only for 
Talk (ake, and by way of Railery, 'tis per-: 
fonating the Fool. Sporting with this Sub* 
jeft is altogether ridiculous, nay, prof^n?. 



EFLEClriON. 

fyieurm here argiies ^nely ; He is abiohftdy a* 
famft tbofe Bragga4oci6!s chat are peipenuJly est* 
daindng agaioft Life, J^t are eycrlai^ag ^eor 
JBirars of whatever h^^fis in ic^ and dbac; atf 
fovery nice, that they find, fault with the very 
^orks of Nature. They put onan out^K^d ^hew 
of Uneafinefs at their continuing ampnglk McMpdfift 
They feem to Envy thofe ihac are ftiJl in ^e val| 
Abyis of l^ature, and can £nd nothuig tluK. cai^ 
teconcile \m to Likf but being i^poedily fireetf 
pfom it, which Bleffing they expe<ft with impar 
(ience. But all this notwitbftandiag^ they contir 
pue in it, for which our Philoibpher marks Vbi At 
Cowards, pr BufiS>ons, * 
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K sfieaterl/obappiiieMiMi 
CO the CoBceawlAQOft of 
; , and ihe Kiiowk(%» 

we aie oi^ccr bonv 
cjate jouioa Iris Diving 
tts« 7%^ ^y^ Man (lays^ 
>^ »evfr ^0 abandon Lif§ 4n mif^ 
Simimt 'iJM^fitPfr I if be fi^s it becmfi Pbriun^ 
fiff^mus him, h goes from his Prineifks that teaeb 
tim there ie m ^fher Bvilin Ufe than whas is eete^ 
fr^nyee ehss Virtue and Henefy ihdt is always gmdeJ 
fy.Pf^Jenee % as at the fame tissm there is ne otl^ 
fSeed than via^ is t^ktuem 4f$d Hoitiifi. 

Lift in idelf is 00 £vjt| and Demecritm afinres 
m, Tha$ iV isfij of ieteetmfs^ if the Umdhee4^ 
mUmUfimifdi Wlikh is fouod by Bxperieace if 
we fly from thofe perilhabk and uncenaift Plfa* 
fures, and devote our felves enutely to the aiore 
JTolid and permanent tha,t "Wifdom ^ffords. 



vr E X T. 

WE ihdiild freqBfiiitty reflet on the 
Future with tkti Grcumftance^ 
that k does not altogetjier concern us^ net* 
ther is it c{iittc imjpofliblc btit it may ; to 
this cnd^ ti£rt; we Ofay not per|)kx our felvos 
about tke certaintjr or tmcertaiaty of its hajk 
peningi 

* 
R«rf I.BCTION. 

liilieidaCMfM»id<>fdM^e«,«K{. dtePaft^tle 
Fireienc, and ilse^ FutuM 2 The Tifiie paft either 
^iiqisca l» ddiglKi ^ds^ucmdaagm the temem- 

hrancQ. 
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brance we have of it ; and, in fine, has nothing in 
^tbat is formidable CO us. The Prefent by the 
^iftnels ef its Conrfe, hardly permits as ta be iei^ 
fible of its Exiftence ; but the Future, that makes 
«s either hope or fear, becaufe it is nocyet at ham^ 
difturbs the Happinefs of our Life, when it is noc 
^rengthen'd and fupported by the Precepts of 

•Tis a ftranee Weaknefi ! We ought to pofleis 
cur felves amidft the Storms of this World, and 
fxabituate our Mind to be quiet and conipos*d,even 
in the greateft Tumults : We (hould,in fine, ezped 
lAfi Future with the fame firmnefi as we hc^d chat 
which is paft, and actually undergo the pi^efent. 

The Sage oughc co be prepared for Whacerer 
Events may happen, and their oddnefs, no moie 
than their Injuftice, (hould not have any influenoe; 
over the Calm Sca^ of his Mind. 






^■^ 



TEXT. 



COnfider alfi), that things quite diftrcnt 
in their Nature, are the Objeds of our ! 
Wiflies and Delires^ fome whereof are Na- 1 
tural, others again are Superfluous ; fome 
ofthofe that are Natural, are abfolutely nc- 
ceflary j the other$,tho' defirable to Nature, 
arc fuch as we may difpenfe with thp want 
of. 

Thofe that are neceflary arc of twQ kindf^ 
fome conftitute our Happinefs by the lodo- 
Icncyofthe Body, the others fupport oejr 
Life •, as for e^mple, Food and DriidL* If 

yott 
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fou contemplate thefe things without fwer^ 
nuR Tironi the Truth, both the Mind and the 
fiody win find the efied of what we ought to 
(eek, and what we ought to decline : The 
one OiaU enjoy an undifturb'd Tranquility, 
the other a perfed Health, which make up 
the Sum of a )iappy Life. 



Reflection. 

■ • 

Bpic^m keeps clpfe to the ftridneis of his Mor 
ral, tie is for our giving Nature what is neccflary 
For ks Prciervadopy bi^ he forbids what is fuper- 
Buous ; a jpiece of Cji^edian Cheefe was the 
greateft Dauity he allow'd faimfelf ; that was aU 
diat made thb Extraordinary at the Table of this 
Great Man, that they accused of Voluptuoufnefs. 

Bread an4' Water are fufficient for the fupport 
of Life, in the Opinion of MenanJer. Pyibagwm 
will have us make a kind of Happinefi of Frugali- 
ty : And FboeiUda tells Us, vfe 99^ to refrain di 
k$nds of Bxafs I timttbereis 4 Certain MeJiifmiO 
be ksftf and that it is dat^erous to makp an Akafi of 
what majf flatter our Sonfis. 



•«» 



T E X J. 

IS it not true, that the grand Aim of aH our 
A^ons, is to decline pain of Body, and 
uneafinefs of Mind -, and when we have at- 
tained to thf$ blelTed State, the Mind is fp 
nreed from whatever coul4 caule any Gonv- 
^ ^ motion 
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motion in it, that Man believes he is arrir' 
at the utnioft Period of Felicity j that n< 
thing elie can Sktisiy his Midd, or contri 
to his Health. 

The privation of Pkafvre creates Sai 
and the privation of Padn caufes Pleafnn 
^tis for this reafon we ftylc this iamePte 
fure the Beginning and End of a happy Lii 
jbecaufe 'tis the firft Good that Nature poin 
put to us from the moiiieiit of our BirtI 
'tis trough its means that we make choi 
of iibitiethingst and avoid oth€rs. In fin 
an our Anions tef^inate init;^ththerffo 
to it we are tittiff'^ for being able to diftl 
jguiih all kinds of G004, 

ft EVLBCTiOW, 

Sksfirs (lays M^^imm ci Tjrr) b0$ f4 

J^afim ; it was htfirt Arf^hm tU fittti Ik 
rtmci^ i/ n$i 0h^ efftS rf Timii : Thi f, 1 

ba^ H i$s charms f is e^f^lenf ; Vi> ^tttufsa 

^Sf and Nature having heftnM h oftb \ i, 

the Bafis rf its Frefirpatien, he is deftreya tbe n 
ment be is defriv^d ef fbis Shpfert of L^fi. ' *Ledr 
if^, Ugafin and Wit^ which are fifir^pianily extel 
are the effect of Grewth, Timet and Experience ; I 
Pleafwre needs not to be kamt. ^Tis tie Qifi ofh 
ture, which we cheriflo becaufe it bani/hes Pain $ / 
one freferves us, the other dejiroys us : If this fi 
VUafwre weri but a Cbntuera^ it weMmt b6 i 
with usy ^twetdd not have been thejirfi thing b 
en us tofupfort Life. 

Pleafure IS dnen tbeCaufe ofaV^ it infon 
what is dece£&fy fbf ws, of what is not ^ ^ 
di$t chnifts ns ma the horror dFBanto^ ci 
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Auy T iis(ii> gain Efteeniy or be Rewarded; it 
BiftI I Sick fwallow a Imter Pocton^ thit be 
y< |oy die beoeiic of a perfect Hnltfa, and firf:» 
limbs to be cut oS^ that he may avoid 
Ueatn : In fine, 'tis Pleafure incites us to the ftudy 
ptPPifikm ; that we may have a perfeA Fruitioa 
ii>f the SatisfaAion it beftows m the bleiled Cahn 
^\ tjlitiQx Mind* 

CI 
I 

3 TEXT. 

ml 

IS 

NOW 'ti$ certain, that as this priiDitiT4 
Cao4 comes immediately irom Na-» 
hire, it does not incline us to all forts of 
i^leafiire ; for there are fev^eral tliiat we de* 
difie, when we know tlMt they are attended 
With far greater Pains. There are likcwUc 
ttvtrzl Grievances that we prefer to Ibme 

geafares, wben we are convinc'd, tjbat after 
Yi bore with ^em for ibme coufiderabte 
ill we iball he rocompejatc'd with more 
H de Saticr&dioiis. 
i i cstherfilfore ioduintable, thai: all kiadft 
^ * neafnrc, tf they are agreeable to the 
f timents ttiat Katnre gives us, are fome- 
i* tmng very e:ircellent ; aod yet we ought not 
'> to indulee 'em. all; And notwithitan4in£ 
\ £fl kinds of Fain aremrturally EvjJ^ we nmft 
1 not for that decline 'em all, hecaufe we 
,> innft make a fort of Parallel between thofe 
c things that jdeafe us,and thofe that difpleaie 
IHI^ 9a4decide the matter asi occafion iball 



■w 
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requiit^ and according to the Utility that 
may atife thcrefroni ; for fometinies "we a- 
TOid the Good as an Evil, and make ufe of 
the Evil as a Good, by reafon bf their Con- 
fequences. 

Reflection. 

Since that perfed P|eafare Rfkmm Ipeflks of 
ts nothing elie than the peaceable ftate of the 
Mind, and the abfence c^Pain &om.che Body, we 
muft ieek that that leads ni to this hap^y Coodif 
don ; fo that thofe Pleafures that hiyt any diioi; 
in 'em that is Evil or Guilty, ought to be loqk^ np^ 
on as the dangerous Rock of our Peace, Pleafuit 
chiefly tonfifting iii the cefTation of Pain. M 
chat we conttive, all that we whh fo fiiuch eager* I 
ne(s feck after, has no other &ope ; wt muft there- 
fore for the fame Reafon fometimes efidtire Fuo, 
chat we may aftermrds enjoy the Plcafiire duur 
follows it. .• . j 

A Man (hall deprive himfelf, tho* with difficuW \ 
and uneafinefs, of the agreeable fi^t of a Miftreu 
he doats on, becaufe he wifely reflec^ that Liber- ' 
cy is a far more precious thing than coat allinri 
Slavery in which he liv'd. Another (hall fhficr j 
Arm to be cut off, but the Pain theitof is feUowa | 
with the Pleafure of faving his Life. . Stmees fn^ * 
fi^iently explains Eftcurus's Nodon,wlien he makel 
him fay, not all PUafires were te h deelidd $bti 
werefoBow^d of $he heel h tdfentmue i smd, that I 
^moderate Pain ought fatiimy $e be hre wiib^ i$ if I 
—'^ a greater. " ' ' \, 
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t E X T. 

fRojgality is a Good that cannot be too high- 
ly priz'd i not that it is neccflary tppra^ 
ftice it always with the fame ftridnefs, bat 
the Habit thereof is moft excellent, and very 
nfefnl : That ki cafe it fbovld fall out, that 
we had not all things in the fame Plenty a^ 
before, we may be latisfy'd with little, and 
that that mediocrity may not feem ftrange 
to us i wherefore wc fhould engrave deeply 
in our Mind, that we enjoy a fuper-abound- 
ingOpulency, when we have learnM to be 
cOAtented without Profufenefs. 

Kature, for its fubfiftance, requires only 
things th^ are eafily procur'd. Thofe that 
arc rare jmd cxquifite, are needlefs j they at 
belt but flatter our Vanity and Luxury. An 
brdinary Food fhall afford as much Pleafure 
as the molt fumptuous Banquet*, and JBrsdJ 
and Water are a charming Meat^ if they are at 
hand when we are hungry and thirfty* 

We mult tlicrefbre accuftom our felves to 
a plain and fober Diet, without raniacking 
the Markets for thole nice and coftly Dain- 
ties. This frugal way of living fliall pre- 
ferve our Health,and we ftall find our felves 
ftronger thereby, and every way better dif^ 
I)Os'd for all the Adions of Life. If we 
chance to afiiit at a better Entertainment^ 
we fhall rellih^it with greater PJeafure ^ but 
what is chiefly to be valn'd, is, that by thi 

means 
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means hereof, We fhall not fear the Viciffi- 
tudes of Fortune^ becaufe having habituated 
bur felves to take up with little, whatever 
Plenty Ihe may deprive us of, Ihc only places 
us in a State ve are already preMr'd for, 
and accuftom'd to, by the laudaole Habit vfi 
have cofltraaedi 



Rbfl E ct ion; 

How worthy 6f our Philorfmher ii this Sew 
izient I and how true it is, that Nature for its Pto- 
iervation requires noneofthofib Exceflb wifhwhictf 
we load it ; they catiinot conftitute the Felicity of 
Man, fioce that cohfifts in the Calm of Ids AifiAi^' 
and the Good Difpoiidon of his Bodv. 

ff^t^Zfiwf, that ii the chief caufebftMsHappkicfi^ j 
is nothine elfe than that Medium tliAc acccw^' I 
nies thoie things ive feek after ; it doles not oeoai 
in the too litde, ho more than ih tbii too miicli* i 
He that trembles at the iigh( of Dan^, is ft (}()W» . 
ard ; and he that ralhly flings himfelf iioo it^lllf | 
ibol-hardy. To wantwbatisneceffitty,isanfivili , 
and tomakeprofeilion oflntemperance^is HQnvDti 
We fhould therefore obferve a certain Moderad ■ 
in all that we do, 'tis the means to be happy, a I 
the only Path that leads to Wifdmni A Cwnpc 
Wealtb (lays the famous Lucretius) is/k^i n ) 
makf Life haffy^ And, in Soimmm^s OpiniiQiv tji i 
infeparable from Virtue ; for which rcmn he Me*' ! 
&r*a it to thofe pernicious and dang^us Riraes^ ' 
Which are enjoy'd with Remorfe am InyaJB&cti . j 
In fine, (as Eficurus {ky$) Hungn: is the btf j 
Saiice, and gives the beft relifli to what we eat. ' 
Artaxerxes King of Perfia having loft all fais JBittA 

{age in a Defeat, was fofcMtotafce ib wkhdfftt 
iggs, and Barley Bftad, to allay his HniigBr ; iW 
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furc he found therein was io great, ihac he 
te out in this Exclamation : Oo f jc GrJs t ho^ 
:iou$ i this H never wasfenfible q/^ the fame Z/ore. 



TEXT. 

Y this 'tis clear, that when we pretend 
that Pleafure is the main drift of Life^ 
luft not be imagin'd, that we thereby 
n that fort of Pleafure that is to be found 
^ove, or in the Luxury and Bxcefs.of 
1 Feeding, as fonie ignorant People and 
profeft Enemies of our Seft would infi- 
te, who have endeavour'd to irapofe up- 
us, by the nialicious Cotiftruftion they 
? giv'n to our Opinion, 
'his Pleafure, that is the very Centre of 
Happinefs, confifts in nothing elfe than 
ing our Mind free from Difturbance, and 
Body free from Pain : Drunkennefs, ex- 
ve Eating, the criminal Converfation 
!i Women, the nicenefs in our Liquors, 
all that feafons goodCheer,have nothing 
:m that can make Life happy j there is . 
ling but Frugality and Tranquility of ; 
d that can eftablifh this happy State :. 
1 this Calm that facilitates our diftin- 
hiiigbetwixtthofe things that ought to 
•ur choice, and thofe we ought to Ihun ; • 
'tis by the means thereof, that we dif- 
l. thole Notions that difcompofe this firft 

rer of our Life. 

H RE- 
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Reflection. 

What a ftrange unaccountable thing is DctKwfS-- 
on ! He that explains himfelf fo clearly on the de- 
finition of true Pieafure, and declares openly, that 
chofe Pleafures moft Men devote themiidves to^ 
do not fo much as partake of the Nature of true 
Pleafure, which can never be perfed: and fincere, 
but vjhtn the Mind is contented, and the Body 
without Pain ; and, that iit l^eeps ftridly to the 
Rules of Virtue r This very Man, I lay, vihok 
Memory ought to be (acred to Pofterity, was, 
through the Malice of the Stoic s^ reprefented as the 
moft execrable, and worft of Men. 

Thcfe proud Philofophers vented their Maike 
againft him after this outrageous manner, only 
mov'd with Defpair, into whidh his Knowleds am 
Probity had plung'd 'cm. They perceived aU wii 
linccre in his Sentiments; that ne did nocflikc 
them) ftrain his Wit to maintain and defend Opi- 
nions contrary to the Nature of good Senfe ; char 
his Life was an Eloquent Example of his Virtue^ 
and of the Excellency of his Precepts j and, that 
the calm State of his Soul was difcoverable in his 
Countenance : As they were fenfible that the Hap- 
pinefs they afFeded to be poflefs'd of, was no more 
than an outward Appearance, and that they fufler'd 
inwardly to procure that composd Exterior; they 
laboured all they could to difturb that that Bfscwrm 
really enjoy'd. Now, as their Attempt was altoge- 
ther rafli, lo neither was it attended with Succeis ; 
for he remained unhurt, notvdthftanding all their 
Spight : The Age he liv'd in faw their Averfion to 
tim, without ceafing to admire the Strength of his 
Mind ; and following Ages have done Juftice to 
Truth, that has in all places made the Elogium of 
his WifdoHU 

TEXT. 
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TEXT. 

rHE Principles of all thefe things, art 
only to be found in Prudence \ which 
y ConfequenCe is an exquifite Good j and 
"uly, ihe deferves the Preh«minence over 
hilofophy, becaufe (he is a Rule to her, to 
Je her in her Enquiries;. that She dif- 
aints the Benefit and Utility of being freed, 
om Ignorance, which is the chief Caufe of 
I our Alarms j and becaufe likewife Ihe h 
|€ Source of all the Virtues that teach us, 
Ife cannot be agreeable, if Prudence, Ho-* 
jfty, and Juftice do not dired all its Mo- 
ons ; and, that following always the track 
' thefe, our Life Aides away with that Sa- 
sfadion which is infeparable from Happi- 
jfsj for her Virtues are the Property of a 
ippy Life, which can never be, without 
^eir excellent Pradice* 



kEFLECtlON. 

" Prudence (fays one of the Ancients) is a greai 
Divinity ; in efFe<St flie is the firft Mover of all 
illuftrious Adkioris j 'tis, to the Condnd: of het 
Connfels that Man oWes all the Succels of his 
Undercafcings ^ 'ris by her means the Princef 
triumphs, theMagiftrate sldminifters Juftice whji 
Appiaufe, and the Private Man governs weU hid 
Family^ She teaches us the Art of cohforniing 
IV Lives to the Model of Wifdom^ which confti-* 
ites ite Happinefi and Pleafure j for, as our Philo- 
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fopher very well obferves, there is no Joy without 
Prudence, aud no Prudence without Pleafurc. 



TEXT. 

THis being fnppos'd, where is the Man 
that is preferable to him who thinks 
of the Gods conformably to the Grandeur of 
their Being, who beholds with IntrepidiQ 
the infenfible Approaches of Death, ¥ 
reafons with fb much exaftnefs concern] 
the End to which we naturally ought W 
tend, and on the Exiftence of the fupreme 
Good, whofe Acquifition he believes to be 
eafie, and capable of latisfyine us entirely } 
who has engrav'd in his Mind, that w 
ever grieves us will foon have an end, it ii 
be violent ^ and if it be a languifhing Di- 
ftemper, it becomes habitual, and fo fup* 
portable; and who, in fine, can convince 
himfclf, that Fate or Deftiny have not (a$ 
fomePhilofophers have believ'd) an abfolutc 
Power over us, or that at leafl: they have not 
an over-ruling Soveraignty over things 
which depend in part on the Capricioufnefs 
of Fortune, and partly on our Will, be- 
caufe that fame Neceffity would be cruel, 
and without Remedy ; and that the Incon- 
ftancy of Fortune leaves fome room ftill to 
hope for a better, even in the worft of Cir- 
cumftances? 

More- 
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Moreover, the Liberty we have of afting 
. we pleafe, is incompatible with any Force 
lat fhall tyrannize over us ; for which rea- 
m vre are always guilty when we do ill 
lings, as we are worthy of Praife when we 
iffer our felves to be guided by the Didtat^s 
F Prudence* 

Reflection^ 

Happy would be diat Man, without doubt, that 
>uld live up to the Rules prefcrib'd by our Phi- 
(fbpher; 'twould be being among Men fome* 
dug abov<rMan, not to fe^r this laft Diflblution^ 
ly fuircber, than with refpedt to the Confequences 
.eligibn propofes j daily preparing our felves for 
: according to the Rules ^nd Maxims thereof ; 
) know the fovereign Good, and how to enjoy it j 
> fuffer P^in, and be eafie under the violence d 
attacks. To disfpife this fatal Neceflity which 
ire may afcribe to the laws of Nature, and con* 
inue to make our LJv^ hapgy by the Rules of 
Prudence, are very difficult things ; The Strength 
»f Nature is pot fufficient for it : 'tis from God a-' 
one we muft hope and exped this high degree of 
?erfe<9iion : He is the Source of our Joys; He is all 
we (hould Defire, he alone being abk to fatisfy ^s^ 
xcaufe he is our fuprcam Gppq^ 
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TEXT, 

IT is therefore much better to join with the 
People in the fabulous Notion they havq 
pf the Gods, than to aft as fomc Naturalifts 

JUi Will 
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will have us by the neceffity of Fate ; for 
that Thought imprints Reverence, and a 
Man hopes for fuccefs by his Prayers \ but 
when we imagine a neceffity in the Adion, 
'tis the ready way to caft our felves into 
Defpair. 

Take great heed then, not to imitate the 
Vulgar^who rank Fortune among the Gods \ 
the unaccountablenefs of her Conduft is al- 
together unworthy the Charafter of Divini- 
ty ,which can do nothing but with Exa&nefs 
and Order \ neither muft you believe that 
this Shuttle-cock has any thing to do with 
the event of Things. The ignorant People 
have fuffer'd themfelves to be impos'd upon 
in favour of its Power, tho' they are not at 
the fame time perfuadcd that Ihe deals dd^ 
reftly to Men, either the Good or' Evil that 
befals 'em, but only that fhe fttrnilhes the 
Occafions of all thofe Things that can pro- 
duce fuch Effeds. 

Ufe then all your Endeavours to root out 
of your Mind this Though^ and be convinc'd 
that 'tis better to be unfortunate^ without 
haying trefpafs'd againft Prudejace, than to 
gain the top of our Wilhes by an irregular 
Conduft, to which neverthelefs Fortune 
has fometimes given Succefs -, 'tis much more 
Glorious to owe to this fame Prudence the 
Greatnefs and Happinefs of our Aftions, by 
reafon 'tis a certain Token they are the Ef- 
fedl of her Refleaions and Counfels. 



RE- 
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This Opinion of Bpicum is diredtly oppbfirfe to 
tliat of die Stoics^ who would Iiave G6d himfdf 
depend on Deftiny^; pretending, that he was as it 
were link'd to fecond Caufes ; and that there was 
f^h a GoRcatenatioft of Cauies, that it was not in 
his Power to alter the Event. How blind were 
thefe Phibfophers by their ridiculous Pride, if eve- 
ry thing was fo andfo determined by an unalterable 
Neceffity ! They have in vain beftow'd fo many 
Encomiums on thofe extraordinary Men, that 
W£re the Heroes of their Sed. 

Stilfo^ t&at famous Stoic, who Seneca fo mi^h 
.Adtrures,difdairis the Favour Demetrius oflTeirM him, 
jOf reftotinghirii his fiftateacfter his taking Megdi^ai 
ip, is unmov'd amidft the glittYmg and fuf^ of the 
owords, tfte Plundering and Mafficre of his felkm- 
Cicizen^; the forcing his^^ t>au^itti from his Arms 
doft^t fhake his Conftai^cy ; chb Tem|^leV bting 
demolifh'd, and the Obdis bury^d in their ^uines, 
jdon^t alter the peaceable State of his Mind t the 
Conquerors and the t^anquiAi'd are all in a Hurry 
^d Confuiion, while he alone enjoys a profound 
Satisfa&ion ; yet, neverthelefs, according to the 
Opinion of the Stoics ^ he do*s not' deferve the Praife 
Seneca gives him., Deftiny^ that compell'd him to 
this Adion, v^iis tfie Author 6i iii$ haughry Stub- 
bomnefs j arid if anothel* hid o'licklM t6 this- bjar- 
Ibatous tJ'fag^, lie^c6^1dnot be jurtrly feiatfd; Ifc- 
<atife he was forc*d*, byihiddi^Gaufe;ifo yicW to 
the Times. 
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Eficurus's Sage is fiir above thefe haughty Phi- 
lofophers, he will not allow his Adions to depend 
on an invifiblc Conftrainr, he requires his Will 
fliould be free, which is conformable to Religion j 
he will have the Wife Man owe all to his own 
Prudence, infomuch that he prefers the unfortunate 
Wife Man to the Rafli and Fool-hardy, tho' never 
fo happy. 



TEX T. 

NEver ceafe, therefore, meditating on 
thefe things, fpcnd the Day and Night 
too in the Contemplation of all that relates 
to 'em, whether you be alone, or with any 
of your Profeflion •, 'tis die ready Means to 
fleep quietly^ to exercife calmly all your Fa- 
culties, and to live like a God among Mor- 
tals 5 he may be faid to be more than Man, 
thati enjoys, during his Life, the fame Blef- 
lings that make the Happinefs of the 'Deity. 

Reflection. 

This tetter, which is an admirable Compen- 
dium of all that can contribute to the Happineu of 
Life, ends after the fame manner as it begins : £^i- 
curw looks upon Medication to be the beft Miftrefi 
to Pradice ; Pradice without Meditadon is dange- 
rous, becaufc ic is deftitute of Prudence. Tis then 
this fine Virtue that he will have us acquire by 
Ae means of Reflecaion jflie Hops the Temerity 
of the Philofophers 5 (he fubdues our Rebellious 
" " Pat 
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Paflions; Ihe difcovers to the Will, that Ihe is fo» 
vereign Miftrefs ofher Adions; (be takes from 
Fortune all her Power ; in fine, Ihe Ihews us how 
to live well, that we may die well; and having 
taught us the practice of all the Virtues, by the 
guidance of Faith, (he leads us without Fear or Ap- 
prehenfion to the Sleep of the Juft, which placet 
us among the Angels in Heaven. 
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Diogenes Laertius relaus 
here fever al Sentiments of 

E pic ur us and bis Followers^ 

j[ E X. i. 

I Don't here aflert, that Epicurus^ in many 
places of his Writings, and particularly 
in his Grand Epitome^ rejeds entirely the 
Art of Diviaation ^ but he affures, that 'tis 
a nieer Chimaera ; and, that had it any Foun- 
dation in Trutt^ Man would not have it in 
his Power freely. -This is what he advances, 
altho' there are in the Body of his Works a 
great many other things, where he fpeaks 
concerning the Conduft we ought to bold, 
for the regulating the Rappiijefs of Lif^r / 
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Ref LECTIO N. 

Cicero kughs ac the Stoics^ for their holding it 

effible to penetrate into the Future, when at the 
ne time they acknowledged a c^ain infallible 
neceflity in Things ; which is what Eficurm mdfl- 
cains to be falfe and abfurd : He will not admit 
of Deftiny, nor that 'ti$ poffible to know Things 
certainly before their arrival^ becaufe he looks 
upon 'em not to be determined and fixt, and^ that 
they may ;as well hapten one way as the othei;, 
according to CircumftanceSy Occafion, and. the 
'Condud of Men. by vertue of their Liberty of 
Free-will/ ^ ' 

This is alio what Religion teac&iis us ; befides,' 
in the' Opinion of die Upman Orator, the forer 
knowlei^ge of what is to come, is of no Utility | 
nay, it is dangerous : for luppofing tjiiere was aiiy 
thing of truth in it, he that mould have it foretold 
him, at the age of Fifteen, that he Ihould be burnt 
alive in his Old-age, would pa& all Ac 
of his Life in cr^cl Anxieties, 
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TEXT- 

HE differs very much from the CyreHd^s 
concerning the Nature of Pleafure, 
for thofe Philofoiphers won't altow it to cori- 
lift in Indolency and Privation of Pain, but 
will have it take its birth according as the 
Senfes (hall be afiefied. 

On 
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On the contrary, Eficmrm requires^ that 
the Mind and the Body fhould be as it were 
Co-partners therein ; he explains his Opini- 
on in his Book concerning the chnfingora- 
voiding things, in that relating to Life and 
our Manners, and in the Epiftle be writes to 
the Philofc^hers ofMhyUm. DUgenes in hb 
Bpiteds, and Meirtiorm in his Ttmocra$esy 
agree npon this Head. 

The Pleafure we receive, fay they, is two- 
fold, the one proceeds from Repofe, the o- 
ther from Motion : And Eficurmy in bis 
Writings relating to thofe things we ihould 
make our choice, exprefly fays, that thofe 
Pleafures that are of the firft kind, are the 
Calm and Tranqmtity of Mind j and that 
Mirth and Joy are of the Charafter of thofe 
that are to be found in Aftion. 



Reflection. 

Tis not widiout Reafon diac G^r^ compares 
thofe that place the ibvereign Good of Life, in Vo- 
lupcuoufnels, and thofe Pleafiires that gratify the 
SenfeSy to thofe filthy Animals that delight to waJk 
low in the Mud and Mire : ** They are, fays tlus 
*^ Dodror^unworthy the name of PhUofbphers, fincc 
^ they could imagin, that what made the Pleafiire 
^ ci Brutes, could conftitute the Felicity of Man^ 

jirifiedemm^xht Tyrant of Cttm4,vfzs fo charmed 
with this infaaotts Opiaion, thac he mibliihMaii 
Edid,wherel^ he obhg^d all his Subjeds to devote 
chemfelves entirely to the beaftly Pleafiires of 
]Laicivioufiie($« Eficurm, whole Sentiments actf 
unmiict and always pure, is very oppofite to thofe 
of jiriJHffmzod hisroUowers, who believ'd Life 

could 
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could not be agreeable, if it was not pafs'd among 
diofe piiqafurcs that delight the Body. 

He will have our Happineft confift in Indolency 
and Tranquility ; not that he means by Tranquili- 
ty a fort of Jazy Idlenefs, but he intends thereby a 
fixt determination pf the Mind, to do nothing but 
what (hall be conformable to the Rules of Pru- 
dence ; an unlhakeable firmnefsagainft the attacks 
of Fortune ; a Contempt of all thole things that 
might alter its Refledions ; and, that conftantly 
ipedit^ting, it (hall delight it felf with its Specula- 
lion^, and anticipate thofe Pleafures it expeds 
hereafter. 

' Seneca fufficiently e3cpre(Ies the Opinion of our 
Pbilofopher ; Bpictfrus ((ays he) of whom we oftei^ 
jlidee "amifs, will not have Pleafure confift in Adi- 
on, but in that unalterable Charader we imprint 
in bur Mind by the help of Realbn. 



TEXT. 

HE do's not ^gree neither with the Qr 
renitans^ who hold, that the pains of the 
Body are much more fenfible to. us than 
thbl;e of the Mind : The Reafon they back 
their Opinion.with, is, that wepuriiih pe- 
Knquentswith bodily Torments, as being 
tfip fevereft and.moft rigorous : But Ep€vrm 
proves, that the Tortures of the Mind are 
farjbeyond 'eim •, the Body fuffers but during 
thetimeofitsAffliftion, whereas the Min4 
fuffers not only under the prcfent Evil, but 
isalfo torturM with the reracmbranc? of 

iv^iat 
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what is paft, as well as with the apprehen- 
fion of what is to come j which makes this 
Philofbpher prefer the Pleaifures of the lo- 
telledual Part, to all the Voluptuous De- 
lights of the Body. -? 

Reflection. 

It is no great 'Wonder, that Arifiippm and his 
Followers, who have cftablifti'd the Felicity of 
Life in the Pleafures of our Senfes, (hould oiain- 
tain, that the Afflictions and Pains of the Body ex- 
ceed thofe of the Mind. Epicurus is of a quite 
contrary Opinion : In efkA, nothing that the Body 
endures can be compared with the Tortures of the 
Mind^ an unforefeen Thruft of a Sword is hardly 
felt, whereas if received in cool Blood, and with a 
premeditated expedlation, 'twould be much more 
fenfible; becaufc Thought, that is a Property of 
the Mind, would make us refleS: on all the difmai 
Confequences of the Wound, wjf. the Pain of die 
Incifion, of the Probing, of a Fever, and the other 
Attendants of the Evil. A Man that is going to be 
executed would not undergo fbmuch, if he were to 
fufFer in the Dungeon ; but the Preparations for 
his Execution, as well as die Nature thereof, beim 
prefent to his Mind, augment his Fear ; this Inte£ 
iec^al Part is in this more unhs^y than the Body; 
its Ailings are more numerous, more dangercftu; 
and more violent ; nothing can cooie up to the Di- 
fturbance and Uneafinefe it undergoes, from Envyi 
Ambition, Love, Jealoufie, Vain-glory, CoriiieBiwi 
extreme Poverty, and the lols.of Dignity and^fc- 
ft ate, which for the moft pan arc the Caufes of its 
Defpain 

TEXT. 
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TEXT. 

HE ptoves, that PleMjure is the Seopi 
and End of all ^ becaufe the Beafts no 
fooner perceive the Light, than (without the 
help of Jleafon, ind by raeer inftinft of Na- 
ture) they feek Pleafure, and decline Pain : 
And it i^ a thing fo natural to Men, from 
the very moment of their birth, to ftnin Af^ 
flidion, that even Hercules himfelf, fwhen 
he felt the raging Pains of the Fire that con- 
fum*d him) could not forbear Ihedding 
Tears, and filPd the EubAon Hills and Val* 
leys with his Crys and Lamentations. 

This Reifoning of Epicurm is a finx of Conie^ 
qiience of the Opinton be advances in his Phy ficks^ 
concerning die Infallibilicy of die Senlies, in that 
Offering from die Mind, which he pfemids may 
err. As Brutes have not the ufe of Rctfi)% and 
chat they judge of things according as cbsy appeaif 
to their Senfi^ our PhUofopher will have us nave 
cecourfe to them, touching the Nature of the Good 
that ought to be in the Inqueft after Pleafiwe, as 
well as coocemtng the Nature of Evil in the dedi^ 
ning Pain, fince they eagerly feek afier the on^ 
and carefully avoid tbe other. 



TEXT. 
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TEXT. 

HE believes, that the Virtues have no- 
thing in 'em can make 'em defirable, 
with reference, to themfelves; and, that 
they arc fo only from the Pleafurc that re- 
fults from the acquifition thereof; as the 
Art of Fhyftck is only ufeftil by the Health it 
procures. Diogenes fays the lame in his Efi- 
tcSis. EficjiTHs adds, That Virtue only is in- 
feparable from Pleafure ; that all the other 
things that accompany it are meer Acci- 
dents, that vanifli away. 

Reflection. 

The fbvereign Good refers to nodiing, and mzy 
be faid to be independent ; on the contrary, all 
chiings unite to ii, as to their Centre, and this true 
Centre is to be found only in the KnowJedce how 
to live agreeably. The Stoics, who will leek not 
where ft^ it, but in the Nature of Virtue, bam^t 
fufier'd themfelves to be dazled by the Vanity o£a> 
Name, and never knew what Nature required. 

Eficurm was far more knowing than tbefe Pfai« 
lofophers, and however they may cry up their Seo* 
timents, thofe fine Virtues would have nothing la. 
*em, to make 'em the Obje& of our Defires, ifl 
their Efiedb did not lead to Pleafure. We value 
Navigation for the Utility wie receive fipom it ; 
Mufick, for its Harmony ; and the Art of Fortifi- 
cation, for the Security and Safety it affords. 

Wifdom, that contributes very much to the 
Happinefs of life, would not be io much ibugitt: 

after, were it. not. for Pleafure^ which is the finaL 
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End of its Precepts : We are very eager in our 
purTuit after it; we do all we can to acquire it, 
by reafon fhc bafiifhes that Sadneis that makes us 
timorous^ and quiets our Agitations and Diftur- 
bance ; (he lays the Fury of our Paffions, and give* 
our Mind that Reft^ to which Pleafure is always 
annex'd * and it may be eafily perceiv'd, notwith- 
ftanding the malicious ConftrucSion the Stoics- 
have put upon the term Pleafure^ which Eficwrm 
makes ufe of, that it is a thing infeparable from 
Virtue^ and may be properly calrd the Soul 
thereof. 

We are not therefore to love Wifdoih fot its 
own fake, but for the Pleafure we receive in the 
prad):ice of its CounfeIs« The fame may be (aid 
of Temperance ; it deferves our Efteem, for it cau* 
fes inward Peace, and teaches the juft Medium 
we ought to keep in the choice or declination of 
Things ; and when once its Precepts are conform^ 
. able to Reafon, it knows how to bound our Dc- 
fires, and prevent our being infatiable. 

Magnanimity has nothing in it, neither can reiH 
der it defirable, of its felf. Would it not be riai- 
culous, to undergo Hazards, to expofe one*s felf to 
Dangers, and perform great Adtions, with the 
iimple view barely of fo doing ? Mutius Scavola 
burnt his Hand for the Pleafiire of fright'ning Par-' 
fenna, and obliging him to a Peace* Bur^ and 
SpertKf Citiiens of Sparta, expos'd themfelves to 
the Vengeance of Xerxes King of Perfia, (whofe 
Meflengers the Spartans had kiird, contrary to the 
Law of Nations) but for the Pleafure of appeafing ' 
by their Death the Anger of that Prince, and fo ' 
(avc their Country from Ruin. 
• Thefe Adions are confider'd as leading toGloiy 
and Honour, and beftowing that precious and- 
charming thing, a gocd Reputation; or to fbme 
other Defign, that ftill procures the Pleafure our 
Philofopher fpcaks of. Moreover, this Virtue is 

valuable 
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valuable for the elevaced Station it places the 
Mind in, which makes ic above Misforcunes^ nay, 
tveii fece Death itfelf with an Intrepidity that has 
nothing in it of Rafhnefs or Brutality, as being the 
Effect of Reflcdion, and the Pleafure we propofe. 
Buty to (peak like a Chriftian, there is nothing but 
the Divine Wifdom, which is GOD, that is dc- 
firable of ic felf ; 'tis the bleffed Enjoyment of Him 
that makes our fupreme Felicity ; 'tis to the pof- 
feffion of this Felicity Man fliould refer all things ; 
and he ought to omit Nothing that can procure the • 
Fruition of this Tmnfcenient Good. 

Let nS put the Uft Hand to this Worjc^ 
ind to the Life of this Philofopher, aodlet 
us here add theOpinion$ tie held for certain. 
And, may the End of our Labour be the Be^ 
ginning of Bleflednefs. 
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M A X. L 

THAT Being that is happy dnd imraof- 
tal, is no ways folicitous or uneafie orf 
any account, neither does it tortnent or 
teaze others j Anger is unworthy his Great- 
^riefs, and Beneficence cannot form the dha- 
rafter of his Majelty i for>ll theft things, 
are the Property of Weaknefs. He fays m 
another plgce, , th^t the Gods areimj^ercci-; 

I vable 
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Tabk to our Se nlcs 9 tkat the Mind a: e 
)oys the Adrantage of knowing \ta i i t 
they don't esift by a certain Solic u 
a dillindion of Knmbers, but t t r 
Form is like that of Men, by ra 
perpetoal flux of Images i ± ) 

Miikl by the qsaiity of their Natarc. 



Reflection. 

^ The Moment, lays Scarjues^ that ] 
'^ himlclf in the fcaxcfa after the Divi j 
** and that weak Reafim is his Guide to t 
''ledgeoftfaisTnidiy faeisina dang) | 

** he Biay be fiud to walk in the dark, au 
.'^ Motions bear a propordon to tl 

^was Eficurm*s Misforraney lo enaeavonr to 
penetrate into that which has ever been too inn 
xnenle for weak Realbn ; and acoMdingly he naf 
carried in the Attempt, but Policy obliged him to 
difgnife his Sentiments : For, as Cicero very wdl 
obferves, if the Deity is weak and impotent ot 
negledb the AfCttance of Mankind, to what poT' 
pole do we build Temples to it ? 'Tis of no benc« 
fit to invoke it, or pay Homage to it. And if Di- 
vine Worfhip were on^e abolifhM, what would be- 
come of the publick Faith ? Civil Society woulc 
be deftroy'd, and Juftice, which is the moft exc 
lent of Virtues, would be banifhM our of 
World. 

This Orator pretends that Bj^curm (poke eq 
vocally, and leaves it doubtful, whotli^ ke h 
there is fometbing happy and immortaLor wfaethea 
he meant, that what enjo/d apcr&drelidiy ht( 
the advantage of being l&terhal. *Twas, in «1 
likelihood, on the fcore of this Pallage in oar 
lofoplier, that Divgem$ LatrHmihi hts Life, ^xn 






I y, ai Worfliip of the Gods : But liipp^ 

:e fiiicefety in this Afsxiai, wfekh ke 

; u old be at bdl but a Pagan l^iccy, 

£0 kl be an loi^ecy in inir RelipoB. Tbe 

be ftives of anlflAmortalatidHapfyyBe* 

IS £zp)«^ii that contains a daiH 

IS denie ; lor it is defttoyia'g the fielkf of a 

\jfOj to deprive him of the Gdvernment of Na^ 

re, and under the pretence of tbi^ng notbifig 

him but what is great aiid auguft^ n^aking ait 

of an Intelligent Being. 

^ O D chaftiies in his Anger, He is appeased 

] ilM n&ichottt Vftakht% He aOs Ivithoujc 

ig his Reft ; He is' immuiiible, tho^ he 

I au things ; He is always feekln^ tW Kt 

lOcMng : We are the W^ of W ?tiwtt | 

mblift bv his Goodneis, and weftcMild cdtfeto 

the moiKeot his Ph)V)deiic« fbrfi>ok\d. " " 
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Max. II. 

DE A T H is nothing, in reference to us- 
What ha^^ttiidQrgQIie a DifTolution has 
BoSenfe \ and this privationof Senfe makes 
i» jufl: nothing at ^IL . . 






REFliECflON* 



k This Maiim of ^ticurui is a Confeqoence of 
lis Opinion -ttki&iinl Sie'Monalityof the Soul: 
Be believ'd that Death etfeded the DifToIution of 

*'> I % was 
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wasDOcfaii^cofiar hereaficr; and 
Lmrttim £js} \mt € retmwimg f Est 

This ScstfiiDCEt is vay axmaiy 
which idpcres morr advaiiiagcoiis Tb 
fbc»ce to oi;r Seal : h cells b% chat < d 
mofiai i ar-d, rrar wccrghc^hopcanaczpi 
tfaicf ^ frc4n GOO, v. r. : l> Lie Awfaor of > 
'lis oo Kiic our Ll:^ G^^iecds, 'cis by Hiin Wi 
tcmt a: the RefiiTXcazon ; we cii{^ bo pa) 
a c-'-itfAiicuat Wotthkr, becauiie we are to be 
Him, 2=d char He is co make onr Ecenial 



JBuc ifwc may be allowVi to fay fomedii 
faroar of our Philcfbpher, we moft do hio 
Jaftice ; That be did coc advance this Max 
prcmoce Volupmoniae^ like cho(e Macerial 
chat iay, Let us eat dmJJrinJ^^ fir to wurrcx 
fut an end t9 our Pleafuret j . di will tenmimdti 
iVy and thfre is nothing afterwards that can 
either Hope er Fear : On the contrary he c 
and Dnu%s*d Sobriety, and opposed with ; 
Realons a Luxurious Intemperance. 



Max. HL 

THE moft delkhtfol thing in Plcaft 
Privation ot Pain j for where- 
that is founds there can he neither £vi] 
Sadnefs. 

Reflect I OK/ 

* 

, « 

Ifierdtei warns ns to be very diftruftfiil of 



with Comments and Refle^lidns. nj 



the Truth is not known, judge according to the 
Charader is given of you. Tis what happened 

our Philofopher, who having declared fo plainly 
his Writings, That the Pleafure he plac'd the 

appinefs of Life in, wa% not to be found among 
fe that gratifie the Paifions ; was Jook'd upon 

^vertbelefs fihro* the Malice of the Stoics) to be 

Man that had refin'd all forts of Debauchery, 
^tho* he meant no other Pleafure than what pro* 

jeds from Privation of Pain. 



Max. IV. 

IF the Body be atts^pk'd with ar. violent 
Pain, the Evil foon has an ead :. If on 
the contrary the Pgin be languifliing) ai^dof 
bug duration, it is fenfibl^ f beyojid all 
doubt J of fome Plealire thercfronif Thus 
ipoft Chronical Diftempers have Intervals, 
that afford us more Satisfac):ioa and £afo 
than the Diftempers we labour under caul? 
Pain. 

IVeflection. 



Ttt^uatus^ one of Bficunis*$ SeA^ Ays in Ckeml^ 
That great Torments are foon at an en4» by reafoa 
diey caufe the Diflblution of the Co^ipoand'i 
whereas if they are moderate, they have intervals 
of Eafe. In efied a Pafon that is afflided with ah" 
j^ue fuffers' daring the ocAd Fie, but when that' i^' 
^er^ there follows it foi^t of Reft that is refirelMn|;/ 



ii8 Ep I cuxns^ J Marslsy 

aixl iiodiug cas axM i4> to die Pkafiire wfc fed » 
qocnching a Tbirft we have cndarVl (oilic rinCr 

BdUo, dM VifejybnflttU (inSmM'sOii* 
moD) be able CO cKCfCsfe hi) Vime, diQ' Bod-rid $ 
he iiuU medicate OB ckc Mens io bear hb Difhoir 
per with P^Mknfc apd.Mpdcraiioi|» tpd ooi firffar 
che Pains he eadBies tDtraafpoR him. btjupd .hh 
Temperi he v^A cake care of mmnyiyiingtMy 
chiog io ^hac. ftase mwonfar his Phrfcffiob, W 
then che Tbonghcs of his having, gpc, the hsrtur.cf 
his Tonnencs will afibfd him {bme Oelighc io b» 
Forticiuie, 



M A X. V. 

JT. fe impoiibk to ^Is oor li^ dcli^ 
ijr witMat Prntknee, ^'"'/b^ *A<i ! ^* 
b ttlat jpradifts tbdTe exonfent Vtn i, 
dili0Ot tM liTe^eafaiitly i Ulbo t 
tte Jilan who is K> winetefed as to be 'tner 

jprWnirf, l*mr/, ipfjii&y Ss dcprft^l of all 

(^t mi^ ocber^ile make Ms Life li^y; 



Reflection. 

WhatacbarmingP/Aiff-e ishete, ofthelnterioiir 
i^.tafT,^h'Wvhtr t wfa«.« ««r$piitModel to tern 

fWim^ilfi*^/. .W^maft endesvbitr « Jhc 
r>.ib#i; K.(N'4tf.#o do ij»t, bat Minil 
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fon muft be badcM and fupporced by Prudenct. We 
ought CO be convinced, chat all Pleafures are dan- 
gerous wichout Htttidly ; ac the fame time we 
Ihoukl be fo j«ff, as (o do by the Habit we have 
acqtIirM ofjuftice, all that the Laws compel us to 
do thto* iW. Then it i$ that (by the help of 
fhe£e excellent Q^litiesy and in a full fruition of 
the Pleafures they afibrd^ we expect the end of 
oar Courfe with Fmnneis and Conftancy, becaufe 

Pntz/mrr, ffi7i)«^7, and 7«t/^'Vf are inleparable from 
^ happy Life, and that there can be no compkac 
Felicity without the pradice of rhefe Virtues. 

Thus PbotiM enjoy'd the Comfort and Pleafurc 
of a Man truly Wile; he had learnt under Pl4$p 
uA Xtne^raf^s the Maxim of our Pbilofopher^ fay 
which means he was inacceflfible to the Violence of 
jthe PaiSons^ 00 wife to be corrupted by Monevi 
refttfing with Indignation what Alexander otferil 
|iim ; his Continence was worthy Admiration, a| 
iiNreil as his Moderation and Juftice ; Hi«Cleniency 
flM fuch, as made him kmdly entectain in ^ 
Houie the very Man that had put out oi»e of kil 
Eyes with an Arrow f whereby he fuficiently de* 
clar'd the calm ftate of his Mind, and his Awops 
were ib many Tefkim^als of h^s Prudence. 

He always advis*d Peace, tho' he Ihew^d |iiov 
^aHerointicneofWar: Bei^ga^xus'dof Trau 
fpn^ ahho' iimocent. he Q)oke iyj ^ behalf of h|| 
Friends, and negleoed juftUying himfelf: H$ 
even pa;d the Executtooer for the Pdyfon, and ag^ 
pcar*d as well pleased at his Death, as he had b^ 



M 
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Max. VI. 

I 



SEveral have imaginM, that Regal Pow'cr 
and Command might make 'em fure of 
Friends, wherefore they .have fi)ar'd no- 
thing to raife thtmfelves to this Dignity, 
they look'd upon.it as a Station firm and fe- 
cure, and out of the reach of all Attempts. 
And it muft be confcfs'd, that if thereby 
they attain d to that defirable Tranquility 
and Security of Life, f-cy were in poileffion 
of that Supreme Good, Nature teaches: 
But if on the cd^trary they, have always 
Jiv'd in Diftraiflion and Anxiety, as itfel- 
dom fit ever.) happensotherwife, they have 
then mifcarry'd in that main GoQd fo cbnr 
formable to it. . 



t;. 



Reflection. 



Epicurus fwho elfewhere forbids the PKfe Man 
io nic(ldlc with the Adminiftmion of Govcm- 
rt^nt) here lets forth the Error of the greaceft part 
of Mankind ; who confidering the many Dangers 
that attend Life, flatter themfelves they can (hun 
'em all, if they can raife themfelvcs above the 
reft : How weak is this way of Reafoning ? Ho- 
nours and Dignity are inftparable firom Solicitude 
and Care ; we are continually in apprehenfion 
and fear of lofing 'em ; the ficklenefs of Fortune, or 
linvy, that declared Ecemy of Grandeur, is ever 
threatning us, 

jlmn, 



rvith Lomments and RejleBions. \%i 

Aman^ who in a manner rul'd that vaft Empire 
cf the AJfyrianSy![yN at laft his unjuft Pride pu«» 
niih'd with the ^lame of an infaiiions Execution. 
SejanuSy that intimate Favourite o£ Tiber iuSy having 
praAis'dall that the wildeft Ambition can execute 
ipoft CriminaJ, found at length that the greatelt 
Honours are attended with the greateft Misfot- 
tunes ; but 'ns more imprudent ftili, to hope fpir 
Safety from thofe we have enflavM. • • < 

Andronicus Cvmnenus violating all the Laws of 
Nature, put to Death his Coufia AUxk^ to whoni 
the Empire of right belong'd^ that he might there- 
by afc^nd the Throne ; he thought fevere Means 
the .moft efieftuai to confirm ■ hiin there, but ' all 
in vain, for Jife 'cculd not decline the common fate 
of Ufurpers.' Thbfewhom he'had ehflav'd, fes- 
volted; Ifaacui Angelw was declared Empertvv 
who feizy th^ Tyrant, and caus'd one of his Eyef 
to be put out, leaving him the other to be a Sfe£t9^ 
tor of his Calamities : He was afterwards, (to ren- 
der his Ambition more ridiculous^ fet upon an 
Afs, with his Face towards its Tail, which was 
put in his Hdnd inilead of a Scepter, and in lieu of 
.a Diadem, he had a Crown made of Onions : In 
this Condition he .'was • led through the Stredb of 
Conftantino^le'^'ihA'ii^vin^ (xifki^^xbc moft ctoqI 
Indignities; Syas aflatf deliver^ iij^ to the Peoplrf, 
'who pleased themfelves' with taring to pieces fins 
Vidim ofthcinuit Fury. /••-?' 

This hi^I) Section zlhtdi us P^ttifans and Flai^ 
terers, bur no' Friends; oar <juards themfelves 
ought to be (^iftrnfted. ff' the Face (fays one of 
the Andert^)i/can drjguije the anXhiuAgitatienrif 
ibeSotdf x^are^rietfir that l^s haffy^ ^ee we pafi 
our Life in cbntinual Feats aniAmmSf and are mU 
ways in ddngtref^ing the Sacrifice of thofi we beXd 
in Slavery I tu therefore no better than feekiag£)r 
Safety ^d Qjiiet in the midft of Tumult and Con* 
fiifiont 






mmt^ 



Max- VlL 

NO Hcafiire is an Evil in it felf ; that is 
only to be t(twm*d fucb^ tbat is foj^ 
knif'd by a greater Mortification andUnciafi* 
nefs than the Satis^iOn of its enloytteilt 
atnouhted to. If it could fum it (eUFop en- 
tltely^and that it included in its diirAlkHi Che 
i^ft cooi\^mmiite Delight, it would be air 
ways wilbofttDiS^Uilbt^ and this ITnion of aQ 
jtlut is charming would ht as fompleat aft 
aay thki| Katnre does in the molt aocon^ 
pudi'djof its Works; then there vroold be 
M diflerenoe in Pieafttres, and tbef might 
be piTtcMk df without Diftidftioa or Cfaokc. 



k£f tlCTlOHj 

A»cii^«r pi%tiendf» that lliiags are n^^ 
;Bor EtUofriiecdEElTes $ aMi» chat we ought: to ictl: 
km, ct iif kwKL 'tm, colyby ttaifloordheirCoft* 
ieracBGer and £Adb« Thus Prmhmee is ddGf&« 
able, becaufe it regulates our IJ&i l^m^rmpftn 
heckv& ic elbibtities Qfiec in u^ and Moaues 
Health i and M^^mmity and fn^Wf wot their 
Te&eftive Utilides : SolPl^mre is nothing in ic 
ieit; batifitbeof the fame Charadberwimthaf 
We feel when wc triiunph over our Paffionai, dn^ 
Vismoft excellent; ai^ on the contrary, if ic he 
&dglit after inLewdcMi^andOebaucbery/ds an 

MAXi 
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Max. VIII. 

IF Whit dslightsMen ill UfciviovA Plea- 
iures« could at the ianie time rout ont of 
their Mifidii the TerrOut they cbriteivc of 
thofe thin|i that dre above 'era, the Fear of 
the Gods, &ud the Alarms the Thought bf 
Iteatn ciufes, and thit they could therein 
find the Secret of denrihg what is neceflary 
for a Good Uli}, I ihould be in the wroAg to 
find fault with 'em, iiflce they would en}of 
tfaeiDoft donfonimate and ^erife<ft Pleafurcv 
and ncKhiiij^ would te able in tlte katt to 
diftutb tfitefr TrinqMlity . 

R£fL£CTldN. 

*Th WMicto Reafdki tk^Ci'tfere (6 fiif4ottfly in^ 
veighs ^g^ft B^airUs ^ ^iiis M^im. bnc the de* 
fencte o€ che^^if/fi, fUKher «teb <)f die Tmdi, ildle 
redC4Mi^idfiiri^ T]«(til<^rc. Wl^ our FMlcrfb* 
pher fays, he would forgive them thccfliuiee dieto* 
SfiV«sbto'Ptei&fe, MovMcfd they ^Mld there find 
Ti^riqudity ofMhid, andHdddK^Body jitimft 
be lofdc^d "It^ ifi a tneer 'Suppdfeton he malcei{^ 
n^ith ifi i^py ^11 'khd WD to ht impoifible, tocdrd** 
)Mg «0 his McMral,*fiM:efhe Happbeis as wdl as $«• 
eaiiit^ isjf Liie, as he be!feve dedares ity is no wtfene 
l^befowd4^th0litfSn]defk)e,Uonefty tod Jvfttoe* 

We fee 'Nero^ amidft the criminal Inventiens of 
a thou&nd differen;c Pleafures, fills Hs^ne wk|i 
Slaughter, to fecure his Life : And Heiiogatatm^ 
who had drain'd Nature in a manner, to fatiate his 
dffidtiir and vicious Inclinations; who nude no- 
thing 
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thing of fpending Sixty thoufand Crowns at z 
Meal ; who lay in a Chamber of Gold; was, not* 
withftanding, in (Dontinuai Apprehenfion and Fear: 
Death was fo tembie ro hitri, that the Souldiers 
who kill'd him, found him in a Houfe of Eafe- 
mcnr, where he had hid himfelf, in hopes to (hum iCp 

There can be no Content, Satisfadbion^ nor Eaie 
of Mind where there is an uobridl'd Loole g>v^n to 
the PaiGons ; and our Philoiopher Ipoke afer this. 
manner, only to infpire ihfi greater averiion and 
abhorrence of effeminate Picalures, and to make 
us betake Ourfetves to better Courfes,by the bieans 
of Comcmplation. 

* He will have hs consider thofe vaft Motions that 
are petform'd over our Heads, as being natural £f- 
ipik$' ; moreover, he requires we (hould penetrate 
ir>:o thp Caufeof all extraordinary Produ&s ; to 
the enJ, ihac bting no longer in Ignorance, we may 
have no apprehciifion of Death, nor of any of tbo(e 
things that commonly ftartlc Man : And it is moft 
certain, that be that abandons himfi^f to the Plea* 
furcs of Love, as Epicurm well obferves, is thereby 
tendered incapable of fpeculating and glinirig tui 
Infightinto the Knowledge of Nature, becaulie this 
Faifion weakens the Mind, and loading us with 
all ibrts.of Diltempers, haftens upon as all the IxH 
firmitie^ of Old-age. 

Th^rc is one pnrt of this Maxim that our Philo* 
ibpher miftakes for a Good, «;/;{. not to dread the 
Gods ; which muft be own'd to be altogether im-r 
policic : For altho' they were but Men^ the Qomr 
municy and Vulgar Sort were bridi'd and kept in 
awe thereby. But as for Chriftian Wifdom, it can 
never be perfed without a Religious Fear of tho 
Poky. 



MAX, 
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M A X. IX. 

F what we behold as miraculous, m the 
_ Heavens did not fcare us j if we could re-* 
fled enough to overcome the fear of Death, 
becaufe it no wife concerns usj if, in fine, 
our Knowledge went fo far as to find out 
the true End of all the Evils, and' Good 
Things, the ftudy of Phyfical Speculations 
would be altogether ufelefsand unneceflary. 
^Tis a thing impoffible,that he that tremble* 
at the fight of the Prodigies of Nature, and 
is ftartrd atall the Events of Life, fliould be 
€ver exempt from Fear ^ he muft confider 
the va ft extent of Things, and penetrate in- 
to it •, he muft cure his Mind of the ridicu* 
lous impreffions of Fables, for without the 
difcoveryand knowledge of Nature, tfeerc 
can be no tafte of true Pleafure. 



Reflection. 

Our Philofopher here diflfers very much from 
Socrates^ who defpis'd the Knowledge^ of Nature 
and would have us buiy ourfelves wich no other 
Study than that of Morals ; becaufe he held the 
Knowledge of Natural Things to be of no Ucilicy 
tov^ardsthe reformation of our vicious Inclinau* 
ons ; and that what pafi^d in the Heaven^ did not 
belong to our Enquiry. Eficurm on .the contniry 
will have us pry and fearchv into the Secret$* c^ 
Fhyiicky not for her owct &ke^ but becaufe* it eii-. 
listens the Mind, diftuflb: ^tnd >KattiiAcs the 

. T T " " Caufis 
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Caufes and the End of all , makes us defpiTe 
Death, and fupplies us with Kennedies againft 
Fear ; which are <;atavi a^d fitfe Means to live 
and die peaceable. 

Jujiin gives us on InftaQCje of the Tfnxh of thi^ 
Maxkn, in tiie Perlbn of JSfaminonJ^,i^o)jmi^ 
d^geronfly wounded, was carryM'oik oftheBa^ 
tel; y^heohecame to Jum&lf, he knew be miift 
die, bfic (hewU po ^ore Gonoscn at .the afqfKoacfa 
9f Death, than he had ezprefild in .^e iusy ^jche 
A&ioo : The firft jlting he a^k'd, wa^ Wl^^her j||if 
Buckler was lafe, which it (eeops W2\s tlve Cfitlj 
thing he fear*d tne lofi of ; when lie un4^rfto(^ vc 
was, he order'd it to be brought to him, and ki&'d 
It, as the Witneis of his ^lof? and Labours : Then 
being informed the Thehfishizd got the ViAbry,/ 
0mpi,tMfy\d (lays be) ; and with tfaoie Words ex* 
xnr'd, eiydiiig bis Life be bad (b often exposed ibr 
l^s Country, with^ Con^^n^ationop theSucccb 
of its Anns. 

The true Caujle of lb tpany ^Iprions A^qn^ 
and lb fine a Deadi, was without doubt J(bc SPW 
Progrels he had made in Philolbphy; *twasj]|pp 
Subjed: of Admiration, that he who had*^ been 
brought up in Arms, Ihould be fo great a Proficient 
in the Sciences : Twas by their means he had 
gain'd liich a Contempt for Riches, as not to leave 
wherewith to bury him ; and it was by the help cf 
bis Attainments, that he wasalways ihtrspid, aiul 
^batbe mever fwervUfrato the Precepts ofn^/^ 
Ibm ; infomuch, that it might be.fiiid^be was not s 
fffe Jnm^ 4nd virfiiMi MaMfiban m ftedi Coft^in. 

Hf fhUt wis (fays Semcd)iti9 void ofj^/fr^ 4M de<- 

€iimcrji%rceeijie its AttMci^ wiibuit Biflmktmmf 
^mipin.fine^^fafi biJJfehapfih and fuittfy^ $mtf 
nron ipdjfcwHtiue tbifiwty qfPhiU^^ifiot "^ 
C4mfij4iis£t.bijjdin4fdjiti9 tnak^ bimavn m " 
4mdr$mmu. mJbikfaUi iwutbe flu$im Jhi bMi 
,bvth 
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Max. X. 

IT |s of lijttle life mot to be afraid of Mttu 
if we ftiO doubt how Things ate traDi^ 
afted in the Heavens, upon tlie Sartb, an4 
in the vtft ' Immenfity of the grfa^ ph^lt i 
What Qskt or ReQ: can be have, who is not 
ann'd in himfelf agiiaft all that c^an tcrrifit 
m dilcojaapoft his Interior. 



Refi^ECTioN. 

tmethit eatptefSis adrnk^ably well Efiatrm^^ 
Utoughj: ; 'tiV in vsin (&ys he) tl^t ^n (ahoiprs 
inceffanffy to beaf up fVenlth ; thiU h hokf pfm, 
fiobilit} as the Center cfhi Pknity; and, that bt 
exptfes hi Life to gratify hi Ambition i nay, the 
Glory of Commandinjr i ujelefs to his PeUcity: la 
t^ikf what can be lioj>*d from theie AdvanugeSj, 
if our Paflions rage and diftnrb us, if the thoughts 
of Death feiies as. if Fortune diverts it felf with 
theOredulity and foolery of our Hopes, and if 

• at the (atne time we make the World tremble by 
theitren^ of our Power, we want in ourielvea; 
Fir9i;iiie& aod Ckmftancy of Mind ? 

MtcMm was not comeoted, thd* the l^ivoiitite 
of J^ftut ; th^^lbar of Death radt'd him fo <;rt^^ 

. hf, thac» as StBoca tdatcs, he wi^'d t&liHilwiiii, 
^ i$;9f0n in $Pmi a»d Torment. Xer^s^ in4i* 

i manim^ di^aopl'd jthe Wptld t^jmiti GrH^t 

I li^ £icpcd]90o {itov.*dy fieT<3fih^% ,^^^^($i}l^^ 

and bis niw^rk^ At^iy coidd nc^ ^tgaoi^Jbif^ 

from Vtkt «i%ri(Cft h$i xicw'A Jtbicongh ikmnsiM^ 
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Epicurus holds,That 'tis not fufficient to be fecure 
in reference to Men, but that we muft be fo like- 
wife with reference to any inward Agitations that 
may difquiet us; and rendei* us uiihappy. A Cita^ 
del well guarded, and a numerous Army, may 
fomctimes proted us from the Storms that the fe- 
ditiousFury and Treafon of the People may raife, 
but thefe are but weak and ineffedlual Remedies 
againft what perfeCutes us inwardly. A Clzp of 
Thunder, a Dream, a fudden Fear (hall .cdftke t 
Prince tremble, tho' furroundcd with his Gn^s; 
an unruly Pailion (hall devour him in his Pakce^ 
and he chat Commands others, is unhappy enough 
not to be his own Matter. 

We fliould, therefore, f^ek for this Heljp from 
Philofophy, which the generality make their Pride 
to be ignorant of, tho' at the fame time true Glory 
can only fall to the (hare of the Learned ^ and^that 
the unaccountable Rife of an Ignorant Man, who 
has no other Merit than the Favour of Fortune^ 
ought to be his Shame. 



Max. XL 

THE Quiet and Safety that is found iaSo^ 
litudeand Retirement from theWorld, 
itiay be equally cnjoy'd by us, tho' in it, pro- 
vided that we keep ftriftly to the Medium 
of Temperance, and confine otir Defires tor 
what Nature exafts for its PrefervatiOn, 
which is common and eafily procurable. Ill' 
eStSt whatever fhe counts molt delicious i&d 
e^tquiiite, is common and limited: but |f 

we 
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we liften to the wanton Appetites Opinion 
creates, when it is deceived by falfe Appea- 
rances, our Luxury flrall be infatiable, and 
nothing Ihallbc able to fatisfie it. 



Reflection* 

It is certain chat Redrement contributes very 
tnuch to the Happinefs of Life, becaufe 'cis aloioft 
a fure Means to meditate with Succefs. "Wherefore 
Dioclefian having (way^d the Empire with all the 
Glory of a Conqueror,not finding therein the Tran- 
quility he dcfir'd, prefer'd to the Ambition of 
Reigning, the quiet of his Mind, and efteem'd him- 
felf more happy in a litde Country Houfe, where 
he employ 'd himfcif in cultivating the Earth, than 
he had been in the moft Magnificent Palaces : And 
notwithftanding he was afterward folicited to re- 
afFume the Government,, he never Would quit that 
way of Living. 

In effed, the Mind there exercifes its Faculties 
more freely, and the Body is not fo liable to be 
difcompos'd : The Paffions don't find Matter to pro- 
voke their Fury or Weaknefs, and we are out of 
danger of being itiov'd by the flattering Ideas of 
Obje(5):s. But in Eficurm^s Opinion, there is a 
more Heroic way to the Felicity of this World, 
which is, to remain amongft its Commorions and 
Difturbance, without partaking of *em; to be in a 
Shipwreck without pcrifliingi 'tis to be firm a- 
gainft the fofiinels of PJeafiires ; *tis, in fine, to 
have plenty, and yet be contented with little, fince 
Nature would not be loaded with fiiperfluotis 
Delicacies, and requires only wh^t is neceflary« 
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Max. XIL 

THE Wife Man can never have but a mo- 
derate Fortune ; but if he is not Confi- 
derable by the Advantages that depend on 
her, the Greatnefs of his Mind, and the Ex- 
cellency of his Ctounfels, are fufEcient todi- 
ftinguifli him from the reft of Majikind : 
Thefe are the chief Springs of the moft re- 
markable Events of Life- 



Reflection. 

The Wife Man is feldom Fartum?s Favpuriiie.; 
her Bounties are generally the Lot of mean Soidsj 
and he is above chat defpicable Condidon. What 
is not a Man forced to do, to nick the time wheis 
She^s in the Humor i A Minute procures her 
whole Influence, and the next lof^ull her Favonr $ 
and jfbmetimes 'tis the labour of a Mao's Life to 
lix his unaccountable Being, unlels it be to his 
D€flru(ition. 

She delights in giving us vain Hopes^ and ^ben 
we think we are lure of "em, (he talces Pkafure in 
difappointing us; fhe flatters us only to be the more 
vexatious i 'tis an unhappy thing to be ber Slave ; 
fhe challenges all our v igilancy and Care, and is 
jealous if all our Time is not facrific'd to her Ca- 
pricioufnefs. 

The Wife Man, who is acquainted with her Con- 
dud and Inconftancy, feeks his Qiiiet in Contem- 
plation ; for as Fortune does not ad with Dit 
cretion, and, that one muft be amongft the Crowd 
of her Devotees^ to hope for any thing fiom her, 

Shcis 
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She does not pry into a Comer to feek aPerfbn 
worthy of her Favours j on the contrary, (he avoids 
Merit as much as ihe can, and loads with her 
Bounties whom (he pleafes. 

Wherefore our Philofopher aflerts. That he that 
is ertdow*d with the folid Advantages of Wifdom, 
defpifes thofe that are to be hop'd ror from her In"- 
juftice, being fiiUy {atisfy'd wim the interiourPIea^ 
fures that the ftudy of Philofbphy affords, by whole 
E:tcellency he exceeds the reft of his Age in his 
Notions 5 and by the ftrength of whofe Arguments, 
and the exadtnefs of her Counfels, he eafily reduces 
fern into Pradlice. 

Ariftides was fo poor, that the Public was at the 
ChargeofCIoathing him when he went to com- 
mand the Army of the Athenians i and yet he was 
one of the greateft Captains Greece has afibrded : 
He beat the Petfians at Maraehen; hedtavcXerxee 
away, who defign'd the utter Ruin of his Countrj', 
and was fumam'd The Juft. 

1 have followed Visruvim^s Thought in the ex- 
plication of this Maxim ; tho' fome are of Opinion, 
chat Eficurus's meaning is beft explain'd by Senc" 
r^, who fays, that the Wife Man ihould be latisfy'd 
with litde ; but I think die firft Interpretation moft 
probable, becaufe the Wife Man being for the mofl: 

fart difgracM by Fortune, is recompenc'd (as our 
*hilofopher well d:>ferve$) with the Gifts of the 
Mind 3 'tis certain, that without exclaiming' a- 
gainft her Inconftancy, he is always contented 
with a Mediocrity, according to the Precepts oi 
Philofophy. 
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Max. XIII. 

THe Juft is^ of all Mankind, he that l#res 
freeft from Trouble and Diforder j 
whereas the Injuft, on the contrary,is always 
difturb'dand perlcx'd. 



Rei^lection. 

** The Juft (fays Solomon) is not fubjed:to InCOn^ 
" ftancy j he is ever the fame, he never fullys thd 
*' Beauty of his Character ; he is both Man and 
** Iinmortal at the fame time. " How bleft is the 
'* Juft ! (fays Tbemlftm) he is not infiaiour to y«^'- 
** ter in Power ; he not only commands Men, but 
** the very Elements ; 'tis he is the Canfe of their 
** fruitful EfFeds, and 'tis through his Means, and 

for his Sake, that their Utility anfwers the cx- 
pedtatiofi of Men. 

He is of an undaunted Courage, and toid of 

Fear : Thus Cefelim the Lawyer, could never be 

prevaird with to regifter the cruel Adb of the 

' Trmrrviri ; the Threats of thofe three Pcrfecutors 

of Mankind, could not (hake his Conftancy, 

Caracal la having defir'd Pafinianui to juftify be- 
fore the Senate the Murther of his Brother, which 
had been perpetrated by his Order, this eminent 
Man, who was look d upon as the very Reftige of 
the Law, refiis'd his Eloquence to the Injuftice of 
this Prince, and chofe rather to die, than coward- 
ly to obey him and betray his Duty j which 
would have rendered his Life unhappy. 

The Juft Man is not blinded with Ambition; 
j^ulus being declared Regent after the Death of his 
Brother Eumcnes, never would fufier his own Chil- 
dren 
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dren to be educated as if they had a Right to the 
Empire, notwithftanding the prefling Inftances of 
Stratmiccy who ^as Widow to the dece^fed King, 
and whom Atalm had afterwards marry'd : On 
the contrary, he refign'd the Scepter to his Pupil, as 
foon as he had attain'd the Age that was required 
to govern. 

The Juft Man condemns himfelf, rather than to 
be tormented with the thought of having acSed con- 
trary to Juftice. Char$ndas, one of the Athenian 
I^egiflators, having made a Law, by which he for- 
bid any-body to appear arm'd in the public Af- 
femblies, chancing to be at one of 'em in his return 
from the Country, without having laid by his 
Sword, kill'd himielf upon the (pot, to ratifie the 
Law he had made,and to confirm it by th^ Punilh- 
ment he inflided on hipifelf 

In fine, the Juft Man is always happy ; 'twas 
what made the Emperor Nerva^ after a ftri(3: Exa- 
mination of his Life, declare. He did not find him- 
felf confcious of any thing that could hinder him 
from living without Fear, tho' he fliould abdicate 
the Dignity of Emperor. Twas ufual among the 
PerJianSf rather to dilbbey the Prince, than adt any 
thing that was unjuft j nay, the Kings themfelves 
made ^tm take ^n Oath to this eflfeA, when they en- 
tered upon any Office or Employment. 

*Tis with great reafon that our Philofopher pro- 
mifes the Juft Man an unalterable Tranquility,and 
aflures us at the fame time. That the Unjuft is ever 
Unhappy^ bepaufe every thing fcares him, and he 
is in continual Fears and Oiftxuft. 

Dionyfius the Tyrant cntrench'd his Houfe, no- 
body was fufter'd to enter his Chamber, which wa^ 
always well guarded ; notwithftanding this, h^ 
was not free from Fear^ his Wives, his Brother, 
nay, his own Son, were pot fufier'd to approach 
him without being fearch*d, whether they bad'nq 
"Arms ^bout *em under their Cloathes: All tbi^ 
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Precaution could not make him cafic ftiU : He 
caus'd his Hair to be finc^'d off with live Coals,iiot 
daring to truft 'em to make ufe of Sdflars, left they 
ihonld attempt his Life; he wa3 rcfklcfe and uneafic 
ftill, notwithftanding aU thisCarc, and trembL'd at 
his own imaginary Fears. What a Kfturt is here 
ofan UnjuftMan ! 



Max. XIV. 

THE Pleafurc of the Body, which is no- 
thing elfe than the feeking to avoid 
that Pain that attends the wantof fomcthing 
Nature requires, is incapable of cncreafc or 
augmentation i it is only diverfify'd accord- 
ing as Circumftances are different: But the 
Pleafure the Mind propofes^as the End of its 
Felicity, depends entirely on the manner 
how we cure ourfelves of thofe Chimerical 
Notions, and whatever has any affinity with 
^em, by reafon they difturb the Mind. 

REFLECTIpN. 

Our Philofopher docs not imitate the Stoics, he 
does not make ufe of InveAives to repel their Ca- 
lumnies, neither docs he malicioufly interpret their 
Sentiments ; he is contented without naming 'em, 
to declare in feveral Places of his Writmgs,that his 
Opinion concerning the Nature of Good is mifin- 
terpretcd and difingenuoufly explained i and it be- 
ing a thing of Confequence and Moment, he fre- 
quently repeats what he means by the Word P*^- 
fi*re. " '■ JT^i 
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'Tis (fays fac) the Tranquility of the Mind ; 'tk 
the Contempianon of all that pafles in the Um-% 
verie ^ 'tis to check the Fury of the Paflions \ 'tis, in 
fine, the knowing how to cure ourlelves of falfe Im- 
preffions, which being for themoft pan nothing 
but Fables, are moft commonly the aource of all 
our Frights. 

Man would be happy, Ms in his Power to he 
£b, and neverthelefs he rambles from the way thar 
leads to that State, at the very time be labours to 
attain it ; for the Felicity of Life confifting in that 
unfhakeable Finnneis and Conftancy we have arm*d 
pur felves with againft all Events, he on the con- 
trary is furpriz'd at the fmalleft Things ; his Re- 
fleddons difturb him, and he is perplext in his En- 
quiries, and finking under the Burthen of his Mifr 
fortunes, he pafies his Life tx^iferably in imaginary 
Fears and Alanps. 
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Max. XV. 

IF it were poflSble for Man to live for ever, 
the Pleafure he would receive therefrom 
would not be greater than what he might 
experience during the limited fpace of his 
Life, if he could fufficieutly refine nis Reafoju 
to kqoiy the true &;ope and Eqd thereof. 



Reflection. 

Pleafufe, according to Eficurm] confifts in the 
being void of Fear, without Difturbance, and fim 
from Paiiu Phijofophy teaches us the Megos to ir 
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void thefe things ; She places us in that feaire 
State that is the very blifs of Life, and fo compleats 
its Felicity ; fo that were that to be much longer, 
this would not be more perfed, becaufe nothing 
can go beyond the Calm of the Mind and Health 
of the Body, thefe two things being the Confti^ 
tuents of Pleafure. 

Seneca is of this Opinion ; TPhen once (lays this 
Philofopher) J have difcharg^d the Duty I owe to my 
felf^ that my Mind isfo fixt andfettN, that no Event 
r»hatever can ruffle or difturb it, and that it is duly 
informed wherein conjifts the Haffinefs of Man ; f 
maks ^^ different between a Day and an Age. 



Max. XVL 

NAture has prefcrib'd Bouods to the Plea- 
fures of the Body ; we lofe all the 
Sweetnefs thereof when we wifhit werce- 
verlafting:But the Mind reforms this Error, 
and reafons with exadnefs on the Scope ^nd 
End the Pleafure of the Body ought to have, 
as well as concerning what is to caufe its laft 
Diflblution. 

. It fliews us, that the defire of an unlimit- 
ed Pleafure is ridiculous, and by fo doing 
renders our Life perfeftly Happy; infbmuch, 
that Man being fatisfy'd with his manner of 
Living, has no need (iov its Felicity^ of Infi- 
nity of Time ; nay,he is not deprived of Plea- 
fure, tho' he jDcrceives that his Mortal Con- 
dition leads hijm infenfibly to the Grave, 
lince he tlicre finds wh^t happily fiuilhw his 
Courfe. . RE^ 
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Reflection I. 

Ipicurm (hews in this Maxim, that the Unhap- 
efs of Man proceeds from his being infatiable ; 
rebels againft Nature, that is content with lit-. 
; and far from following the Didates (he in- 
es, be-hears her Counfels with Contempt, and 
ters himfelf, that he knows better than ihe, how 
ought to lead his Life : If he obtains what he 
ires, he foon grows weary of it ; he is never con- 
ted, becaufe he is always upon the fearch ; he 
icies for his Felicity what caufes his Unhappi- 
"s ; he will enrich Nature by overlading it ; he 
nks there can be no Pleafure but in Excels ; and 
len he has plung'd himfelf therein to gratify his 
^idity, he is more Unhappy than before, by rea- 
i.that very Excefs is but Temporary, whereas 

would have it Everlafting. 
Seneca, has well digefted our Philofopher's Notion.' 
^at Enemy (fays hej hoi been more cruel foxvards 
e OhjeBs of his Hatred^ than irregular andunxpar" 
ntable Pleafurcs are to tho/ewho abandon themfelves 

their criminal EffeBs ! Tis with the greateit: 
iftice they are perfecuted by the Fury thereof, 
hich muft needs be infinite, when thefe Pleafures 
3 beyoud ahe Bounds pre(crib'd by Nature, who 
as a certain Medium, beyond which to force her, 
J to ule Violence to her. But whatever Luxury 
nd Debauchery require, is without Bounds. The 
skcejfary is meafur'd by' its Vt^lity^ whereas what 
s fuperfluous, can have no Moderation, 



Reflection 2. 

The later part of this Maxim is a Confajuence 
^f the Sentiments of our Philojbpher 5 he will have 
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us conftantly meditating how to live well, and 
how to die well j he looks upon thefe two things 
to be infcparable, becaufe they conftitutei the Hap- 
pincfs of Life : To live wcll,according to him,is to 
keep in fubjedtion the violence of the Paffions ; and 
to die well, is to have forefcen this laft End, and 
be prepared againft its Alarms. 

He fays in feveral places. That Life k fkdfant 
and delightful^ when wefafs it in Cmtetnplation^and 
make a good ufe (fits ^fletiions, and en/qy the ex* 
ceUency of their PraBice. Death u alfi a good things 
when we heboid its apfroacb without Bear\ but we 
ough not to dejire it^ fays our Philofipher, according 
to Seneca, Wejhould neither be too fond of Life, nor 
too much out of conceit with it^ and we ought mot to 
leave it, by a rajh and frecifitate ^fo&tion. A 
Wife and M/tgnanimous Man may upon oecdfiom re* 
tire from the World, but *tis unvfottby if him, bii 
JOefarture (hould loo^ lil^e a Flighti 



rf0» 



Max. XVII. 

HE that has difcover'd after what mait; 
ner Natuf e has liinitted all things tt^ 
lating to life, mult needs know the Means 
to get rid of that Uneafinefs the Body feels 
when it wants any thing, and muft have 
found out the happy Secret of rightly order- 
ing the whole Courfe of his Life fo, that he 
has no occafion to feek his Felicity in thofe 
things, the Acquifition whereof is full of 
Uncertainty and Danger, 

■ 
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Reflection. 

"While Nature is our GuiJe^ we know how to con- 
fine ourfelves to what fhe requires ; we are fenfible 
what is requifite to prcfcrvc the Body free from 
Pain ; we know, in line, what is neceflary for thai; 
fort of Life that is without Difturbance or Fear. 

Happy i be (fays Seneca) that applies the A^ivity 
efhis MindtoQood ; V«r then he may befaidto eman" 
cifate himfelfjrcrn the tyrannical Power of Fortune ; 
he « moderate in Profperity ; Adverjity cannot affeti 
him fo m tojhakfi hn Conjiancyy and he beMds^ mtk'-^ 
out Concern what aftonifhes other People : To him a* 
lone it belongs to defpife^ by the Strength of his I^a^ 
fony what may be his Huin, and to prefer an exati Me^ 
dium to all that is Excejfive ; becaufe the one ii ufc' 
fulfor the Comfort of Life ; and Excefs^ as it is fuper^ 
fiudus, can have only dangerous Confi^uences. 



T 



Max. XVm. 

Here are two forts of Pleafurcs; thofe 
_ that Nature infpires, aud thofe that 
are fuperfluous: There are others, which 
tho' Natiiral^are neverthelefs of no Utility j 
and there are fonie that are not conformable 
to the beat of Nature,and which flie no way 
requires i thefe fervc only to gratify the 
whimikal Chimera^s Opinion raites. 

ThoUt Eficwiu efkeems natural, and neceP- Dieiginu 
fary to banifli Pain*, as it happens when we fpeaks. 
Drink, being very dry. Etc calls thofe 

Na- 
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Natural Unneceflary ones,that only ferve to 
diverfify Pleafure, and that are notrequifite 
to drive away Pain ; of this kind is deUcions 
Fare. There are others again neither Na-- 
rural nor Neceflkry, as Crowns of Flowers 
and Statues. 

Thofe Fleafures which are Natural, caufe 
no Uneafinefs, provided there be Moderati- 
on in the Cafe : If they go beyond the Bounds 
prefcrib'd to Pleafure, they are forc't in 
their End, but we hope to find fomething 
agreeable in that Excefs •, which vainEx- 
peftation proceeds from the fooljifii Opini-^ 
on of Men. 



Reflection, 

This Maxim is admirably defcrib'd by Lucre^/of: 
Epicurus (fays he) l{new very well tU Art of fixing our 
bejircs by the Precepts of pPifdoniy and bMni/king 
whatever creates our Fears : He hasjhew^d us where 
to find the fiver cign Gocdf and how to enjoy it ; he 
condemns the in/at iable Avidity of Man, and bm made 
him finjible, that the Occupation of his whole Life 
was nothing elfi than the fruitlefs Labour of the 
Donalds. 

Moderatiion is always the Character of our Phir 
lolophcr 5 (he is, according to him, the very Source 
of Felicity, and the only Means to want nothing : 
In fine, Wifdom tqaches \is how to reftKun our 
Paffions ; (he (hews us that certain Medium, whofe 
Bounds muft not be pafs'd, if we confult the Satis- 
fadion of the Mind oi|: Body, and makes us know, ' 
that the cliicfeft Utility of Life confifts in the 
nequid nifnis. 

MA3C, 
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Max. XIX. 

OlF all the things Wifdom fupplies us 
with for a happy Life, there is none 
more confiSerable than th^ of a true Friend. 
He that is ftrongly perfwaded that there is 
nothing in Life more folid than Friend fhip, 
knows how to fortifie his Mind againft the 
Fear tliat is caus'd by the Duration or Eter- 
nity of Pain. 



Reflection. 

A true Friend is fo charming a thing, that Self to 
would never leave the Forutti, till he had gain'd 
the Friendfliip of fome-body* Solomon zSxxrtsMS^ 
That he is a cmftans^ ProtcBor^ that never forfak^s 
our Interefty that in our abfence oppofes the Ene- 
mies of our Fortune or Merit j that parrys the 
Strokes of thofe that envy or calumniate us. It is 
(fays this WifeXing) y«cA a Jreafure as far exceeds 
whatever vpe can imagine. Gold and Silver (that 
make Men violate thofe things that are moft holy) 
have not Power enough to alter hisFidelity. He there- 
fore concludes, That a faithful friend is an infaU 
lible Remedy againft alt Misfbrtunes^and that bjhk 
means one maj in a manner become immortal, * 

'Tis this pcrfeA Friendfliip that Eficurusht^ty^d. 
none capable of but the 14^fe Man ; he maintain'd^ 
that he alone. could know its Delicacy, and that 
his whole Application was neceffary to acquit him^ 
felf duly thereof. He (hews in feveral places the 
value he had for. this Commerce,which he thought 
none but Phil^tfhers could carry on with Difcrc- 

cion: 



EpicurusV Moralsy 



cibn : And he adds here, Tliac nothing can fb much 
concribure to make Life happy, as this mutualZJnion, 
of whofe wonderfiil Efie(^s there has been hereto- 
tore fcveral inftances, that Pofterity has look'd np- 
on as inimitable, through the Corruption of that 
noble Caufc that gave *em Binh. 

How raviihing is the Coniblation of a true 
Friend ! ^tis an in vinciUe Succour againft Fortune ; 
^cis an impenetrable Buckler againft the Darts (^ 
Infidelity ; he fuffers with Pleafure for what he 
loves ; nay, encounters Death it felf to preferve its 
Life : But fuch a Friend is, now a-days, fought for 
in vain. This is well olrfervy by the Oracle of 
Wife Men ; Man ((ays he)JhaBioudfy declare h has 
been all in vain^ the indefatigable Paint I have ta* 
ken to make my felf Friends ^ Adverfity has made me 
fenfible I was imposed upon ^ and that aUthe Premifes 
that were made me ^ were never intended to ieexeetH 
tedy if Occajjon required: The Oaths that were tiakps^ 
to cement our Vnion, werefo many Perjuries i Esc- 
ferience has tauf^ht me they were only fVindi^ is it 
witljout caufe then I affliH my felf^ and die alm^ 
with Grief? 



Max. XX. 

Common Right is nothing elie than that 
Utility, which has been acknowledg'd 
by XJiiivcrfal Confent to be the Caule of 
that Juftice Men have obfervM one towards 
another. It is by the help thereof, (hat 
without offending others, or being offended 
the mfelves, they liv'd free from Infult,be- 
caufe in all their Defircs they had Nature for 
their Quide- RE- 
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Reflection. 

The Stoics^ as Cicero reports^ pretended, tfaac 
Mature had infpir'd Men with chat Common l(tghfi 
chat maintained their t^iiiWy and that eftablifhM the 
CMl Society by the Equity of its Lsws. Cujoi the 
Famous Lawyer was of their Opinion. But Efic$^ 
rm, as Lucretius well obferves, had a Notion, that 
the Primitive Men, being the ProduSt of the Earthy 
were llkewife tainted with the l(ttfticify of their firft 
Mother, and that they liv'd after a Beaftlike man- 
ner, without Method or Order^ and without any 
Partition of the Wealth of the World ; from whence 
it happened that the Strongefl always overcame the 
Weakeft, and chat all things were in fuch Confufi- 
m^ that Mankind had nothing to exped:, but utter 
Ruin and Deftru&ion, had not they who had a 
clearer Sight than othersy made it their bufinefs to 
improve the reft^ and made 'em know, that it was 
Df the laft Coniequence to make L^itpj, which by 
their own Nature, and of themfilves, could redrefs 
their Evils, 

They afterwards (hew'd, as Plato relates, treat- 
ing of the Origin oijufticcy that the Vengeance that 
xvasufually tak^n^ was the Caufe of frejh Outrage ; 
and that it was therefore neceffary to conftituce 
fuch Laws, as might refkrain the one from offend- 
ing, and the other from being offended. This 
was alfo Eficurus^s Sentiment, as Lucretius reports 
it, which is agreeable to his Syftem concerning the 
fortuitous Birth of Men ; he look'd upon it as a 
thing impoffible that Nature ihould give 'em foper- 
fed: an Idea of that mutual Juftice which the Laws 
enforce, becauie She was rough and unpolipo'd in 
'em, and they foUow'd entirely their Inclination 
and Temper, which Lining had not yet reSn'd : 

And 
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And as our Philofbfber was convince, as Seneca in- 
forms us, that there was a fort of Wife Men, who 
ow'd all their iVifdom to their natural Principles 
and Cotfipofition, fo ir happened in this firft Co!>- 
ftitution of the World, which afforded fomc who 
faw the indifpenfible Neceflity of prefcriUng to 
Men a Regular way of Living, and at the &me time 
make *em fenfible of the NecefGtj there was to 
fubmit to certain Laws, the innringing whocof 
ihould be Capital 

UJuftice and Efuhj were by Nahare imprinted 
in Man^s Soul, has not Epicurus Reafon to enquire 
of the Stoics, how it came to pais, tliat more than 
Natural H^ajon was requifite in the firft JnfiituHn 
of LawSf and that the Primitive Legiflators were 
obliged to have recourfe to Divine Power, to noakc 
their Laws recciv'd with Applaufe ? 

Numa Pomplius prevaird with the l(fmMni to 
fnbmit to his Decrees and Ordinances, by firft per- 
fwading 'em, that he conversed £uniliarly with 
the Goddeis Ef^eria, for whom they bad a particu- 
lar Veneratioa Licwrgus made the iame ule of 
the Oracle of AfoUo, to gain Credit with the Jtht' 
nians ; and :2^leucus gave what Laws he ploui'dtD i 
the L<vri/iwj, oecaufe he had the Adrefs to make 
'cm believe, chat Minerva fiiequently appeared to 
him, and inftrudted him bovv to reform and .poliih 
'em. ' " " ' 
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Max. XXI. 

WE arc neither Juft nor Unjutt t6 
Brutca, whofe fierce Nature will 
lot fuffer 'em to abide with Man, without 
Lttacking him,and confequently without bc- 
ng attack'd by him : The Cafe is the fame 
Arith thofe Nations, with whom we cannot 
iettle fucH an Alliance as is requifite for ^ 
mutual Safety. 

« 

Reflectioit, 

Bficsi-us look*d upon Nature as die fureft 
Guide for die Happinefs of Life 5 and although 
he had a due Regard to Man, for the Excellency 
g£ his Reafon, he confider'd at the fame nme the 
tJnhappinefs into which his falfe Notions had caft 
him ; infomuch, that he feem'd to be prepofle&'d 
in favour of Brutes, on the fcore of their caiie way 
of Living, fined he would have us (in. Imitation of 
'em) make ourfelves Happy by feeking Pleafure 
and avoiding Pain 9 which they did by a natural 
Inftina:. 

Our Philofifherf therefore, pretends, that thofe 
Brutes who live inoffenfively amongft us, deferve 
a Gentle, and as it were, a Juft Ufage from us ^ 
whereas thofe we find to be deftru<3ive and pernio* 
cious to us, inay be deftroy'd withput Injuftice. 



This 
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This Opinion has had its Followers. The Fi- 
delity of Dcgs, and other Animals^ has been bt^ 
quentlv experienced, and Poftericy has been careful 
to pre^rve the Memory thereof in feveral Inftan- 
ces. Plutarch tells a Story of oneC^rnriuir, of the 
Ifland Paros, who having bought feveial Dolphins 
that were frefh taken, he flung ^em immediately in- 
to the Sea again ; a little rime after, a fiiudl Boat 
in which he chanced to be, fiink, and one of 
thefe Dolphins c^rry'^d him fafe to the Share. He 
adds fomething ftill more furprizing, that the fame 
Man being dead, as they were burning his Corpse 
thofe Fifh were obferv^d to continue thdr Grati- 
tude, appearing near the Bank, as if they affifted 
at his FuneraL 

Alexander the Great, who had concper'd fb ma- 
ny Kings, thought he did an ad of Juftice, when 
he built Bucethala in memory of his Horfe, that 
would never luffer any-body elfe to set upon his 
Back, and had carry *d him in moft of his oatde^ 
and dy'd of the Wounds it received in one. 
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Max. XXIL 

JUflice is nothing in it fcJf : Mankind 
united in Society, difcover'd the Utility 
and Advantage of agreeing among them- 
felvcs, to obierve certain Conditions for 
their living inofienfively one towards ano- 
ther. 

RE- 
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Rbblecti^oV* 

Ariftipm (as Dkgetas iJ^tfku relaceil^ didtM« 
allow of any natural Right %\ h^ would have i^ 
that Laws ziaA Cufioms made the ^tfi or Vniu^ 
Ariftoih afliires us,^ fome Philofophers have nd4 
that Opinion, and that for this Reafon, Thafwkai 
Nature ordain% wm fixt and unalterable ; whereas 
the Laws were liable to change. He fiiys in ano* 
tber place^ Hat thefe xtbo maintain there i amp 
tWntj Naturally Juft er Unjuft, exclufive #/ Society^ 
rather Jfeat^at random, thanfrtroe their Ofinion. 

One would think, Eficurms here fuppofes, there 
are fome People fo altogether Wild and Brutifh, as 
to live without any Order or Rule, which is not ve- 
ry probable ^ there are none to be found who have 
hot iome Laws to govern them£blves by, which at«^ 
at leaft Juf^ with reiped to themfelves, Th^ 
Men-eaters, die Cannibals, and other Nations late- 
ly diicoVfrM, have a fort of Juftice among theos^ 
felves, which they Religioufly obferve one towardf 
another. It is impoflible for four or five Perfbni|^ 
how ^^d ibever or Brutiih they may be, to hold 
any Commerce among themJCblves, without I^ariH 
ing from Time and Experience, That -there are 
fome Points to be agreed upon, in order tothjduif 
Peaceable and Qiiiet Living, and to prevent Mii^ 
chiefs from whence it follows, by a natural. Con- 
iequence, that Epicurus was much in the righ^ 
when he aflened. That it was Seeitty tbatfirft Jiif\ 
covtrd the Vtility of LawSi 
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Max. XXIII. 

INjufticeisnot in it felf afl Evil, bccatife 
what is Unjnft in one Country, is Juft in 
another : It is only fo far an Evil, as it holds 
us in peq)etual Fear, by the remorfe of a di- 
iiurVd Confcience •, wh^ch makes us appre- 
hend, that our Cr imes may come to the 
Knowledge of thofe who have Power to pu- 
oilh 'em. 



Reflection. 

This Maxim has afforded Matter ro Efiewrush 
Enemies to Exercifi their £«v;, but without Rea- 
fon, fince Injufiicc^ generally fpeaking, is nothing ; 
and that the diftindion between what is Tuft and 
Unjuft in his Opinion, owes its Rife and Eftabiifh- 
menttothe Divifion of Wealth: Moreover, i^i- 
Jtotle ftys, That what was not yet obfirv^dj was in it 
felf indifferent ; but when by a general Confentfach 
Conditions and Regulations were agreed to, it became 
a NeceJJitJ to obferve Viw, or undergo the cottfiquent 
Penalty : And is it not very plain, that the diffe- 
rence of Places caufes the Variety o( Laws. 

It was net reckon'd a Crime, in Perjta^ to mar- 
ry one's Sifter ; 'tis now almoft Univerially e- 
ftecm'd one. Theft was allow'd of in Sparta, 
when at the fame Time it was punifliable every 
where elfe. 



There 
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There are Things that arc Capital in fome 
Placed chb* Lawful in oehexs::: Thiu. which -ih^e 
thefirft&£an's Grime, was in iofeif Indiffererit^ 
%wastiie/ifie«rJt£(iQ0JJhac jrnder'dh/Cr/miM^.: ^ 

What o\Afbil$Mj€r advwoesiierev'ls 4 Ohfe-' 
quence of what he before aflbrtedylTfaaiPniitff^ 
and die other Krtms^ wece£jaBrl!M»iOnly 'by^^tU^ii: 
£flei9s ; neither ia Jn/itftiec isvilrib in Jfelf, Smt dd^ 
by^whacan^ihdi'kfoneiatoisfid^ the Pear 6£ 
Puniihnient^\i£ the Crime . bd\Mown^ and-chd 
Gonfeience is. • rifk'd with KeflMrft, if it 1;>e Md. 
Eficurut would haVe k,:thac J^V/rir depended en- 
tirely xm die Benefit Men received by the Obferva- 
tion thereof, and that the LegiJUMrt 'wt-^tmAb' 
termining it, had ftill a Regard to the Climate, to 
theT^ifi^^of the Inhabitants, and their Inciina* 
tions. tie, therefore, argu'd after this manner: 
Whoever is gnilty of foch a Crime; Is Ohly fo bf 
reafon of the Law ; and that fame Law does not 
obtain in another Country, and there, by confer 
quence it would be poniie. And fuppofe it were, 
he would then.g6 £uther, and have recourfc to Na- 
ture, which in the Opinion of iome Philofiphers, 
fays Plato, does infpire, that whatever we are able 
to do, is ah Injury. He would, therefore, oiily be 
afraid that his Crime ihould be detedred : And 
this Fear, (ays Efictfruf, if there were no other 
Reafon, ought to l>e fufficient to deter hio^ froo^ 
It. 

No Conclufion can be drawn from this to the 
Prejudice of our Philofifher, fince in one of his 
Maxims he has made the Elc^um of the Juft 
Man, whom, he fays, i$ always Prudent, Magmi- 
nimous and Wife, and by C!onfequence isQiiiet 
and Undifturb'd ; whereas the Injuft pafles his 
Life in continual Piforder. 
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Pl§itmreb, dw' ft pfofe&d Enemy of die Aiom 
reMUj owns ncverdieiefi, diac Bficmrm did ^cIuk 
lay in hit Po^wcr ta ^Te a Honour of Vkfe i and 
uJuiiiate, chat it wardie maftdeficsdiledubg in 
she Worlds to luttre a peaceable Confcirnce. In 
inei ^eiwM qnoKt «i Senceflce of fais^ tfaatqiae 
fldierthrowsalirdiifa'tfae Envkns can aHod||t m» 
pinft him. fBe ;iiif il^iays onr PhUtfiftn doted 
by the Sfoie^'iMimkjL^o frofefe fa omfthes^ ^km^J^' 
dkm, fime^bodj wLfir Life mdyfirv^tMfmtgM,JUo* 
dm^le, kf^fing him coatimuMit^ tlftrt mm £|f% Mltd 
Ipvejufi aswemmld if bebd»U^im^jmims^m» 
tt4d di §mr Tim^hts, 



Max. XXIV. 



IT is impoiEble, that be Wbo has rio- 
lated (though never fo privately) the 
Laws Eftablifli'd, to prevent eithef dnr 
doing or receiving Hurt, Ihould be fore 
his Crime will not come to light \ for al- 
though he has not been deteded in a diou* 
fand Occafions, he a;iay with Rfalbn fear 
be ihall be before he dies. 
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Reflection, 






EfieUrus, who knew perfedly well the Cqi^ 
rupQon of Maokiiid, wa$ ie&fible, chat the firft 
Obftacle to the Comniffion of Crimes, is the, 
Pumflunent that enffiej^ ; ^nd that when Men a*. 
baodonM themfelve^ tg £yil Courfes, 'twas ftilL 
with hopes it (ho^ld not be known : But that -is 
Folly, as our Pbilcjifim' excellently obferves ; jfqr 
the Criminal is pemcuted by the Knowledge he 
himielf has of it, U carries bis Vntajinefs along 
with him jpherc'^vuLhe^ gdcs, and fooncr or User 
he is dijcwei'd^ 

The Truth is known at the long run : Children 
in the Cradle have call'd for the Punifhment of 
the Guilty j nay, the very Elements have fome- 
times tum'd Informers of Crimes. -The Mur- 
therefs of ihicm were difcover*d by Cranes : That 
Ijric'Pott having been afla/Iinated in a "Wood, 
call'd thofe Birds, which chanc'd to fly by when 
the Faft was committing, to be Witnefles of his 
Death ; fbme time after, one of the Murtherers 
ftanding in one of the public Places of the Town, 
and {ieeing fome Cranes fly by, calls to his Com- 
panions, and bids *em behold the Inftruments of 
lbicus*s Vengeance : The Magiftrate being in* 
formed of this Saying, caus'd 'em to be appw^' 
hended and punifliM, they all confeiltng the V^f 
being put upon the Rack. 
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The Pains of the Mind, the Tortures of a di- 
fkurb'd Confcience, far exceed thofe of the moft 
cruel Torments the Body can undergo 5 the Truth 
whereof has been often confirmed by Criminals, 
who have voluntarily delivered themielves up to 
Juftjce^ preferring public Pnnifhment to thor in- 
'ward DiiquieL 

But if it were poffible for a Man to be ft har- 
denM in Vice, as to have mcr Remorfe nor Con- 
cern after the commifSon of it,* and that his Po- 
wer wasfuch in this World, a^ iet him abeye the 
fear ofPunifliment, tho* his Crimes were ktewii, 
how will heanfwer it to the Almighty, whofe- 
Knowledge nothing can efcape, and who leaves 
nothing unpunilhM, either here or hereafter? Ffis 
criminal Ohftinacy will then be chang'd into De- 
foair, his Power utterly abolilhM, and EtemiCy it 
felf ihall not be able to find an End to his Tormems. 



Max. XXV. 



WHatever Experience teaches us to 
be ufefiil and beneficial in refe- 
rence to the Community, ought to be e- 
ftecm'd Juft, provided that it be fo con- 
trived, that every one may find an Advan-: 
tage in it j from whence 'tis manifeft, that 
vvhoever makes a Law by which no Benefit 
accrues in the profecution thereof, does 
that which is Unjuft in its JSIature. 
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** Our Anceftors, fays Cicero^ had no other 
View in their making of Laws, than the pnW 
lie Good ; and if it h^ppen'd that upon Ex« 
perience thereof they were fund detrimental^ 
they immediately abrogated them. 
Laws were not made, becaufe they were Juft 
in themfelves ; but on the fcore of the Utility the 
Public received from the obfervance of *em. So 
that it plainly appears, that the Legijlator ought to' 
confider a great many things, when he prefcribes 
Laws ; They may be good on certain Occafions, 
and bad on others; not but at the fame time, it 
is of ill confequence to make fuddcn Changes ; 
for the People being us'd to the Laws already, 
eftablifli'd, all Innovation is fufpe(9^dby 'emJ 
*Twas for this Reafon that T^eucus faid, That 
they who ofierVi to make new Laws, ought to 
propofe *em with a Rope about their Nedc, to 
this? end, that in cafe the Legipanve Aflembly.' 
found any Advantage in the Change, they might 
go off dear; but if, on the contrary, the Com^ 
monweaUb received any Prejudice thereby, every 
body might lay their Hand to the Rope, thic 
he might perifli immediately. 
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Max. XXVI. 

IF a Law is made tomedmes without any 
]>iTieflt Utility, provided tiiat it after* 
wards proves Beneficial to the RepoUic, it 
fliall ftill be eftecniM Jnft ; but more parti- 
cQlarly by thofe who make a general eftir 
mate of Things, and who take no delight to 
cofiyfoand Matters by a frivoloos 0i&oifflf* 



Reflection, 

A State, in die making of Laws^ flioqld chiefly 
confiderdieir Vtiliij^: l£ywever, it may happen 
ibmecimes, diat chey may not anfwer AcIjigiM' 
fori Deiign alcogedicr, yet fbrall diftc, diey fliaU 
hcfmft, ^ they are BeneficiMl: For example The 
Prince ordains tfaac Com be tranfported into For 
rei|^ Coontriesi it may prove euhef Ufefnlor 
Prqodicial ; diere is Utility in ii; if by that 
means Money is broaeht into the Kingdom | on 
the other fide it is pemiciouSyif a Famine iscans'd 
thereby : But that (hall not hinder • this Law, 
from being thought Juft, during the Utility 
thereof. 
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HE Who (by the Cbunfel 6f Prmkncc) 
ihall tindertake t6 feeK Support in 
thofe ThiAgs that are foreiga to us., Ihall 
find their AqquUition, eafie aijd adyanta^- 
ppus ^ |)ut he. fliaU not trifle away his Tig^ 
[a the fearcb of thdie chat are dm{)offibte4 
nay^ he ihall ncgleCt agrtatmany of iCbofb 
that are ^ttainabl^y andabfototely rejedsti 
thofe Wfcbfe tH>ircffion is nt^t ttfecefiary. 



RtFtECilTOK. 

Akhough this Pai&ge be corrupted in the 
Greek, and that all the Tranflators have found^ 
it intricate, neverthelefe the Senfe I give it feems 
probable enough; becaufe Epicurus hzs faid here- 
tofore. That 'tis in vain a Man feeks for Safety 
in Things that are not ufeful to him, and which 
can never contribute any wife to his Tranquility j 
and that admitting he were ihelter'd from Fear, 
EnVy, and the Malice of Men, that would not 
be fufficient to make him Happy, if he be pot 
cur'dofhis groundlefs Fright, and has notfiip- 
preft his Paflions. 

Qur Philofifher means then, That he who go- 
vern^ himfetf according to the Rules of Prudence, 
may feek to ftrengthen himfelf againft the Power 
of Men, as being necefTary for him fo to do : 
Thus we fee Pericks the Athenian General, pof- 
(efs'd himfelf of the Goyernmenti that by the 

^" ~ *^~ ' means 
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means thereof he might be aUe to oppoCe his E- 
oemieSy Cimot and Tbmeidides : But as he had 
leam'd the Precepts of Wifiiom under :(em and 
Xtm^Atciy he did not become the TTtant of hii 
Counrry, neizlitr ma he dated on the (core of 
nine Victories he bad obtained ; and nocwithftaod- 
ing he had rais'd himfelf above the reft» he does 

not for that iwenre from the RoliS of Jnftice*? «r 
Eficurus iays afcem^anis^ That the lame ^rf- 
dence mikes osfenfible thete ve ibme things aUb- 
hitely unattainable, and therefore wt oogfit toliy 
afide all Thooghts about *em : There are a great 
imany others tbusit the Wfi Mm ought to demoe^ 
dKMi^ he might compafe the Xcqdfidoii of 
'cm, tfi:{. Honours, Riches, Statues, .aiid.the liioe; 
but there are ibme again, that hegogluitntirdy 
to reje(3:, as being fuperfluons, and bnfie hinifiBlf 
only with thofe that are unavoidably nectary, 
which are only thofe that Nature ends for its 
Prefervation and the Happinefi of Life. 
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: Max. XXVIII. 
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THofe who have been fortunate enotfgh 
to live with Men of the fame Temper 
and Opiniofly have found a Security in their 
Society : This reciprocal bifpofition of 
Humour and Mind, has prpv'd a fure Pledge 
of their Union, and has made the Sum of 
their Felicity. They have had fo ftriO: a 
Friend fhip for one-another, that they were 
ready, without any Reludancy, to lay their 
Lives down for each other, if either of 'em 
was fentenc'd to die. 



Ref lection. 

This PalTage is altogether faulty in the Greeta^ 
nevehhelefi, I flatter my felf I have hit upon BficW 
rw's Thought in my Tranflation. This Philojofher 
having fhew*d, that the difference of Tempers 
and ConftitutionSy was the Cauie of the difference 
of the Minids, and that by Reafon Civil Society 
was composed of Men diffefrently incIinM, fomef 
being Prudent, others Rafh, fome Choleric and 
Furious ; others again Peaceable and Timorous, 
and fome likewife Ambitious and Afpiring ; and a 
great many other different Characters, which 
made it impoffible to exped: fo perfedl an Union 
amongft 'em, that nothing ihould be able to 
ruffle or difturb their mutual Qjiiet. It became 
neceflary that certain Laws ihould be agreed up* 
on, that might reftrain and curb the Violence 
and Ambiuon of the Haughty and Turbulent, 
and fecure to the Mild and Gentle, Safety and 
Tranquility. s Hcg 
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He, cherefcM^ extok the Happineis of thofe 
who, dtber by Nature, or by the Precepts of 
Wifdom, have fouad themielves d]Q>05*d to an 
hmmoniom Symfntfy i and who have obfervM that 
certain Medium that could fix their Tenqpets^uid 
unite their Mincb» by which means liiej finfiS 
outthe Secret of living peaceably and Miecablj. 

They have always been cautions of oflfendioi 
<me-another, have mllow'd the Rules pttfiarib*! 
h^ Prudence and Juftice ^ they have mewn an 
Indulgence for their Faults, have lovM on&-ano- 
cher with Sincerity, and have eAeqn*d it an He** 
toicAA to die for diofe of their Sociery. 



The End of Epicukus's Morals. 
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)UR Modern Philofophers ate very 
induftrious toleffen the Reputati- 
on of EpicurM^ they explode his 
Ddrine, not oiily as unworthy of a Philo- 
pher, but as daingerous to the State ^ ima- 
aing that a Man muft nedefTarily be vici- 
s as fbon as he becomes one of his Difci- 
Bs. They take all Occafions to brand hi^ 
pinions asop|)ofite to good Manners, and 
id his Name with Infamy and Reprroach; 
Jt fome among the Stoicki whp were his 
eateft Enemies have not iifed him thus 
iJgl^ly 5 their Praifes agree not with the 
jdcrn AfiJcrfions ; they have attacked^ 

M h\xt 
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but not vilified hira, and the Writings they 
have left us, ftill fpeak in feveral Paflages, 
the great Veneration and Efteem they had 
for him. 

From whence then proceeds this to migb- ' 
ty Difference^ and why are we no longer j 
of Opinion with the Philofophers of Old ? ' 
The reafon is plain, we do not ad like 
them, we make no enquiry, we do not fift 
Matters, we only adhere to what is told us, 
without iriCrufting our felves in the true i 
Nature of Things: We efteem thofe belt j 
which have the greateft Number of Appro- 
vers, and do not follow Reafon, bat the 
Refemblance of it. We hug our Errours, ^ 
becaufe they are juftified by thofe of other 
Men, we had rather believe than pdge, 
and are fo unjuft that we defend againft 
Reafon the fpurious Opinions which have 
been handed down to us. Through this 
Infirmity hath Epicurus fallen under a gene- 
ral Averfion, and ignorant Men who know 
not his worth, have endeavoured to ftrikc 
him out of the Lift of Philofophers -, they 
have condemned him unknown, andbanifli- 
ed him unheard, they never enquired into 
the Merits of his Caufe, and feem to be 
afraid of his making his Defence, left they 
fnould become Converts to the Superiour 
Excellence of his Divine Precepts. 

The firft and only reafonable pretence 
that Men had to flight his Doftrine was, 
the Lives ot fome Vicious Wretches, who 
abufing the Name of this Great Man, gave 
their Vices the Infcription of his Vertne ; 

and 
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* and thus fathering their Defefts upon tWt 
Principles of his Phiiofopy, leflTened the 
Reputation of his Seft. Multitudes flock'd 
to Places where they underftood that Plea- 
furewas commended, but the Misfortune 
was, they neither apprehended that Plea- 
fure, nor undA-ftood the Praifes bellowed 
upon it; they retted fatisfied with the 
Name in general, not doubting, under the 
Authority of fo great a Man, to fcreen their 
Debaucheries and Palliate the Lewdnefs of 
their Lives \ fo that, inftead of Profiting in 
his School, and correfting their loofe Incli- 
nations, by the Good Inftrudions and Ver- 
tuous Example of that Philofopher, they 
even loft that which could only be left them 
the (hame of Tripping, and proceeded fb 
far as to extol Aftions at which they blu(h- 
ed before, ^nd to Glory in thofe Vices 
which they had. formerly concealed. In 
fhort, following the bent of their own Vi^ 
cious Appetites, they publickly, without 
Shame indulged themfelves in the Pleafure 
they brought along with them, and not in 
that which their Great Mailer inculcated 
into them. However, the World judg- 
ing by Appearances, and feeing Perfons 
who ftyled themfelves Philofophers thus ex- 
tremely diflblute, that they made aPublick 
profedion of their Failings, and cited £/?/- 
curm to countenance their Impurity, Lazi** 
nefs. Gluttony and Drunkennefs,^ made no 
difficulty to pronounce this Piiilofophers 
Doftrine moft pernicious and fcandalous; 
and to compare his Difciples to the vileft 

M a Animal 



» I ■ ■ ^ 



1 64 Monfteur St. EvremontV 



Animal in Nature ; Eftcuri degregt Parcimh 
was a Sarcaftick Expreffion of a Poet, re- 
fleding upon the Followers of Eficvrmj and 
reprefenting them as Perfons wallowing 
like Swine in all manner of fenfbality, aiid 
more than beaftly Pleafures. The Zeal of 
our Philofophcrs Adverfari^ hath fo con- 
founded his Opinion, with the Errors of his 
Difciples, that it is highly Criminal, with 
the generality of Mankind, to attempt his 
Vindication-, though the greateft of his 
Enemies fix no greater Crime upon him 
than what he hath in common, with the 
reft* of the Philofophers : Nay, even Chri^ 
ftianity it felf, fufFers under the like Mis- 
fortune, and is difgraced by the fcandalons 
IJves of bafe pretending Hypocritical Pro- 
feflbrs. 

Thus unreafonably do ignorant Pretend- 
ers treat Epcvrm^ and fet his Morals in a 
very bad Light, but the Wifer and more 
judicious fort, who (feparating themfelves 
from that Multitude, which hath cvier been 
an Enemy to Wifemen \ and which, upoa 
a groundlefs Opinion, condemned the Di- 
vine Socrates^ though approved of by the 
Gods ) have taken a nearer and more pcr- 
feft View of our Philofophers Life and Do- 
drine, not giving Credit to cotnmon Fame, 
or taking things upon Truft, but fearching 
to the bottom, have upon the refult of their 
Inquiry, given large and honourable Tefti- 
monies of his exalted Vertue and fablime 
Precepts. They have fully proval his Plca- 
fure to be as fevere as the Stoicks Vertue^ 

that 
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that though his Tide be (oft and delicate, 
his Precepts are difficult ; and that to bp 
debauched like EfkurM^ a Man muft be as 
ibber as Zcno. 

And certainly it is very ridiculous and 
inconfiftent to fuppofe, that our Philofo- 
pher fliould poDp^gateLewdnefs, or inftruft 
his Dildples in the Praftice of Vice ; if we 
confider that his Friends and chief Follow* 
ers were Rulers in the Grecian Cities ; 
that his Reverence for the Gods, Love to 
his Country, Piety t^ his Parent*, Libera- 
lity to his Countrymien, and gentlehefs to 
his Slaves, were fo remarkably Eminent i 
that his Ccmntry, to reward fuch exempla- 
ry Virtue, ereficd Statues iix his Honour* 
His Modefty kept him from engaging in 
Affairs of State ; and his Temperance was 
fo great, that his ordinary Diet was faothing 
but Bread and Waten 

However, This Great Man apprehend- 
ing that the Title he beftowed upon his 
Doftrine, might be made ufe of to counte- 
nance the fenfual Inclinations of ibme, and 
others thereby induced to calumniate his 
Pleafure j as if he had forefeen the unjuft 
Cenfure of fucccding Ages, and the Vicious 
Lives of his pretended Followers, hath pre- 
vented the World with a fufficicnt Juftifica- 
tion of his Pleafure, and fully explained the 
fame to be fober and (evere. Ht banilhed 
from his Garden, where he Philofophi^'d 
with his Friends, all fuch as al)ufed the. 
Name of Pleafure, and confidered Vice as 
the foveraign Good of Man, and Tranquil- 
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lity of Life. For Proof whereof, I will 
produce you one of his Letters written to 
Meneuus ; wherein he fpeaks thus, 

Notwithfianding that we ajfert Pleafwre to he 
the end of Man-, we do not fnean vile and infor 
moHs Pleafure s fuch as proceeds from Tdfie and 
Gluttony : This is an unlikely Opinion ofPerftms 
that are Ignorant ofy or opfoje our Treceps\ 
they wrefi them to an ill fenfe^ and we fefara^ 
our [elves from their Company* 

Thus you fee, how careful he was to de- 
fend himfelf againit Ignorance and Mifcon- 
ftruftion, which he forefew were the only 
two things capable to prejudice the World 
againft him. His Life, though Innocent, 
Sober and Difcreet, hath not, however, 
been free from Inveftives and Detraftion, 
which have been fufficiently anfwercd and 
refuted, by learned and judicious Writers, 
who have taken the Pains to write our Phi*. 
lofophers Life> in which they have not 
failed, with clearnefs of Judgment and 
found Reafbn, to vindicate his Reputation 
againft the trifling Cavils of weak and par- 
tial Enemies. But, as it is not my Defign 
to entertain you with a Detail of his Afti- 
ons, but to defend his Pleafure s I fhall refer 
you to Diogenes LaertiusGafendus^and others, 
for the relation of his Life-, and Philofophife 
with you awhile upon the Nature of that 
which hath fo many Enemies ; and enquire 
whether it be fuch as will exclude thofe 
who defend and follow it out of the Rank 
of Good Jind Wife Men. 

Eficurtu placeth the Felicity of Man in 
Pleafure, and eftcenieth that ^-ife happieft 

whici^ 
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which is atteaded with an indolence of Bo' 
dy, and tranquillity of Mind. And where-) 
in can aWiftman better place his Ha ppi-- 
nefs than in a Serene and undiflurb'd Mind/ 
All the Motions of our Soul center in Plea- 
fiire, and thofe who condemn it mull con- 
fequently condemn Nature, and accufe her 
3f Faults in ^11 her Works \ for this wife 
Mother hath mingled Delight with all our 
^ftions, and by an admirable piece of Wif- 
lorn hath fb ordered it, that as thofe Things 
vhich are moft neceflary^re the meaneft, io 
:hey are moft pleafing \ and certainly had 
he not found out this innocent Slight, th€ 
A^orld had periflied long ago, and Man 
vho is the nobleft part thereof, neglefting 
lis own Prefervation, bad left it a Prey to 
Vild Beafts. Who would trouble himfelf 

th eating, did not Pleafurc as well as ne- 
eflity invite him to it? Who would endure 
hat Sleep Ihould benura his Senfes, take 
rom him theufe of Reafon, and make him 
xchange Life with the image of Death 5, 
id not the fweetnefs of her Poppies allure 
ira, and make the remedy as charming as 
: is fhamefiil ? So neceflary is Pleafure to 
s, that the Indigence of our Nature con- 
ributes to it. 

Pleafure is fo interwoven in our Nature, 
hat fhe ftands not in need of an Advocate, 
nd fo prevalent are the Charms of her 
leauty, that when (he appears, all Oppoli-. 
ion fells before her •, and when abfent, fhe 
J the Objeft of our Defires. The Stoicks 
ainly endeavour to enflave the Body to the 
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Tyranny of the Soul. The Feripateticks 
wrangle much about what they do not un- 
■ derftand, and are great Lovers of Vl^ealth; 
the Academicks are Proud, Ccfaceited and 
Vainglorious Pretenders to Univerfil Kn6w- 
ledgc and Wifdom, but it hEficwrus alone 
that hath found out that Soverai^n gbod, 
which is. the Complement of an happy Life, 
and thoje only that follow his Steps are 
Rich, Powerful and Wife, and at once en- 
joy whatever is defireable. 

The true Felicity of Life, and the Go- 
vernment of our Paffions (from the pijfor- 
der of which none can abfolutely and at all 
times defend them'felves^ hath been the 
Subjeft upon which Philofophers have' chief- 
ly employed their Studies,and is that part of 
IMoral Philofophy which hath Keen oftnelE 
enquired into ^ yet no one Point oiF the 
whole Body of Philofophy hath been treat«| 
of with greater Oftcntation, and to lefi la-» 
tisfaftion. Some have taken great Pains to 
defcribe the Paffions to us, and to dilJpover 
their Caufes and Effefts, but never idftraa- 
ed us how to regulate and govern them, j 
very careful they were to let us know our 
Difeafe, but unskillful or negligent in ap-. 
plying Remedies toCure the fame. Others 
of lefs Judgment but greater Zeal, have 
confounded them with Vices, and made no. 
difference between the Motions of the Sen-, 
fitive Appetite, and the Mifgovernment of 
the Will, fo that according to them., a 
Man cannot be paffionate' without bein| 
Criminal. Their Difcourfes which lhoul( 

•have 
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liave been Inflxudions to Vertue, were on* 
ly fo many Inycftives againft Vice, and hur- 
ried hy a miftaken Zeal , they made the Di- 
ftemper greater than it was, and the Cure 
left Prafticabk : Others again* vainly puft 
lip with Pride, have pretended to ftifle Paf- 
lion, and to raiie Man to the Condition of 
Angels. They hare not feared to debafe 
their Gods that they might exalt their 
Wifeman, and have often times made him 
happier than their Jupiter. They have gi- 
ven him the upper Hand of Fortune and 
Deftiny, and make his Happinefs to depend 
entirely upon his own Free Will ; Pain and 
Pleafure they reprefent as imaginary Di- 
ftradions, tli:it Paflions are the Sicknefs of 
the Souf, and that a Man mult renounce 
bis Liberty if he obey fuch infolent Mafters. 
Thus they have framed aWifeman only in 
idea, and whilft they h^ve endeavoured to 
make him equal or fiiperiour to the Gods, 
they have made him leB than Man. 
' Thus did thefe vain Pretenders to Wif- 
dom bufie themfelves in a blind and eager 
purfuit after Happinefs ; but the more haft, 
they made in a wrong way, the more La-^ 
bor and Pains they took to be further from: 
their Journies end. And though Wifdom* 
and Happinefs was the fble aim and drift of ■ 
every one of them j yet they all took a dif- 
ferent way to attain the defired End •, and 
notwithftanding, amongft fuch different O* 
pinions, one only could be in the rights 
each of them jgretended to be that only one 
which couW 5^ve accefs to Vertue, and|ws. 
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its Followers into the right way, pafling by 
the reft as leading them aftray and befide 
the Mark. In this, however, they unani- 
moufly agreed to explode the DoSrine of 
Epicurus^ and to reprefent his Plcafure as 
Voluptnoufnefs, his Philofopy as Vanity, 
and his Precepts fuch as plunged Men into 
an manner of Diflblutenefs, but upon a due 
enquiry into the matter, we fhall evidently 
find that thefe their heavy Cenfures of Epi- 
curus^ proceeded more from Pride and Ig- 
Biorance, than from Knowledge and found 
Judgment. 

The Stoicks and all other Philofbphers 
agree with Epicurus in this ; that the true 
Felicity of Lite is to be free from Perturba- 
tions, to underftand our Duty towards God 
and Man to enjoy the Prefent, without any 
anxious Dependance upon the future, not 
to amufe our felves either with Hopes or 
Fears, to curb and reftrain our unruly Ap- 
petites, to reft fatisfied with what we have, 
which is abundantly fufficient ; For he 
that is content wants nothing. He that 
can look Death in the Face and bid it Wel- 
come, open his Door to Poverty, and bridle 
his Appetites, he is the Man ("they all a- 
gree) whom Providence hath eftablilhed in 
the PofTeflion of confummate Happinels. 
The difference between them is this, the 
Stoicks and the other Philofophers deny the 
Faffions, and rank them among things 
which are not in rerum Natura h Epicurus on 
the other Hand aflerts them to be neceflary 
to the Soul, tliat they are Seeds of Vertue, 

and 
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and that Joy muft perfea that Felicity 
which defire nath begun. Their Happinefi 
is purely Speculative, but that of Eficurus 
is praftical. 

But as there is no Beauty without Ibnie 
Moles, no Chryftal without fome Specks j 
neither is Eficurus without his Imperfedions, 
which ( tho' it is not my Defign to juftific 
, are ) however, ealily pardonable if we con- 
fider the dark time he lived in, when there 
was Icarce any Religion but fbttifh Idola- 
try, more Gods than Nations, and no other 
Light by which to fteer his Courfe, than 
the dim Lamp of Nature. He feems ra- 
ther to be honoured for copiing fo near to 
' the Knowledge of the true Goo, than con* 
demned for coming no nearer •, rather to b* 
admired for having fuch agreeable Concept 
tions of Ibme of the Divine Attributes^ 
^ than reproached for not comprehending 
them all, efpecially if we compare his No- 
tions relating to the Gods, with thole of 
^the Elder Grecian Philofophers and Poets, 
as well as the common and received Opi- 
nions of thofe Days. ^ 
Who can blame our Philofbpher, who 
^ fway'd by the higheft Reafon, trac'd Na- 
ture in her Primitive Innocence, and not 
l^only taught but praftic'd Vcrtue to fuch a* 
; Excellence, as few in thele days, to oW 
I Shame be it fpoken, tho' we enjoy the glo- 
f rious Sunlhine of the Gofpel, can equal f 
► The Bounds Nature hath prelcrib'd, arcf* 
thofe of Juftice and Equity v Avarice camc= 
^not from Nature, Ihe hath concealed Gold 

m 
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in the lowed: Bowels of the Earthy aad we 
have torn it from thence, Katare was not 
theCanfe of Ambition, which tormeatsusi 
flie brought us into the World, and with 
Equality fends us out of it i wc onJly;difier 
from one another in as much as wetormpt 
ter. We all equally enjoy Liberty, and 
the Sun \ Servitude was introduced by Vio- 
lence, and the firft Kings were Tyrants. 
Is it Nature, think you^ which indtes to 
Luxury ? The Poets, themfelves, who have 
foifted Defers into the very Heavens, to 
icreen their own Follies with CelelUal Ex- 
amples^ and made Jufher Wicked that they 
might be fo themfelves, durit not own 
fuch a Thought. In their Defcription of 
the Golden Age, they tell you, that Acorm 
were then Mens Food, that Rivers quench- 
ed their Thirft, that they dwelt in Caves, 
that they had no Cloaths to defend them 
againft the Injuries of the Weather, and 
that they followed Nature in all their Ani- 
ons. I readily grant, that there never was 
fuch a Conftitution of Human AfHiirs ^ and 
that Mankind was never reducM to fuch a 
Level with Brutes : The Poets have indeed 
carried the FiQiion too far, but their D^ \ 
fignwas to inftrud us \ that Excels proceed- 1 
edi not from Nature ; (he doth not Prompt| 
or Encourage us to it *, Experience plainly: 
teacheth, that the Neceffities of Natnrej 
may be plentifully fatisfied with Sender and I 
eafily provided Fare. Hear how the is- • 
comparable Mn CowUy^ our Englifh PmUn \ 
exprefles himfelf on tfie occafion. . 
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When £picor»$ 19 the Wirld had taught j 
That JPkafun was the chiefefi Goadj 
i was f^hafs ftV Bight iif rightly, mderjhod) 
His Life he to Jbij Jhflrine hr^vght^ 
JnAin a Gardts^s Shade that Sovereign Pleafare 

L fought i 
Whoever a true Epicure iMvld be^ 
May thetefind cheap and vertwus Luxury* 
Vitellius'^ Table which did hold 
jts many Creatures as the Ark of old : 
That BJfcal Table^ to which ev^ry day 
jiU Qmntries did a conflant Tribute fay^ 
Could nothing mert delicious afford^ 

Than Nature s Liberalityy 
Helped with a little Art and hdufiry^ 
' . ABows the meaneft Gardners hoard* 

The wanton Tafte no Fijh or Fowl can choofe^ 
For winch the Grape or Melon Jhe would loofe^ 
Though all tV Inhabitants of Sea an Air 
Be lifted in the Gluttons BiU of Fare ; 
Tet ftiU the Fruits of Earth we fee 
Placed the third Story high in aU her Luxury* 

awUys Garden to J. Evelyn^ Efq» 

la (hort, 'tis we that abufe the Gifts of 
Heaven, and the Advantages it confers up- 

' onus, fince thofe things without which Na- 
ture cannot fabfift are very compendious^ 
and may be obtained with great Eafe, with- 

> out the violation of Juftice, Liberality or 
Tranquillity. How then doth Nature re- 
quire that a Man Ihould abltain from thofe 

» things which are fubmitted to him, and 
o^ver which ihe hath made him Lord ? No, 

Wc 
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We ought rather to ufe them, provido! 
we ufe them according to Nature. W< 
mult fo ufe things as that we may be with 
out them, we mult be their Matters, ao^ 
not their Slaves j we muft not be impatieai 
for them, nor dejcfted at their Lofi, enjo] 
them peaceably as occalion offers, and not 
purfue them with dif^uiet and fatigue. 

There is no Condition of Life out maj 
become a Wife Man, aiPhilofopher is nol 
to be blamed for dwelling in a Palace, but 
in not having the Power to be contented 
with a Cottage -, I (hall not be fcaddalized 
at feeing him in his Robes, if he have not 
the Ambition of a King. Let AnJHffm 
pofFefs the Riches of Cntfus^ what matter? 
He will throw them away when they ifl* 
commode him. Let PUto be at Diimyfivs 
the Tyrants Table, yet in the midft of tnat 
abundance of Delicacies, he will feed only 
on Olives ; the poneflion of Goods is not to 
be condemned, but our Slavery and Sub- 
jeftion to them ; it is not Poverty will make 
us Wife, it may take from us, indeed, rfic 
Opportunity of committing fome Faults; 
but there are others which it cannot reme. 
dy. The Cy nicks Rags contribute not the 
leaft to Tranquillity or Moderation : Ambi- 
tion dwelt with Diogenes in his Tub, and 
there it was he had the Infblence to inlblt 
jilexander^ the haughtieft of all Mankind. 

Undoubtedly, there is more diflSculty to 
follow Nature in Affluence than in Necefli- 
ty \ the Spurs which our Delights make ufe 
of to try our Moderation, are much more 

keen 
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keen than thofe which Adverfity employs 
for that purpofe ^ but the greater the Dif- 
ficulty the more Glory in furmounting it, 
and the lofs of falfe Joys fecures to us a 
much better Pofleffioa of real ones. We 
are not fenCble of a Felicity which cofts us 
nothing, and for which we are indebted to 
chance, it muft be given us by WiOom 
and Prudence, if we would have a true Re- 
lifhof it, and Pain muft foraetime ufher us 
to pleafure : Suppofe a Man fhould enter 
the Lifts at the Olympick Games, with a 
Defign to try his Strength and Skill •, if no 
body encountred him, he might poflibly be 
crowned ^ but neverthelefs, that would not 
render him Viftorious. Skilful Pilots gain 
their Reputation from Storms and Temp- 
efts. If Penelofe^s Chaftity had not been 
try'd, the envious World would have faid 
(he only wanted Corrupters. Wherefore, let 
us not fly the World, nor fly the Court i 
let us not fculk in Deferts, from whence 
Philofophy fetch'd the primitive Mankind ; 
let us poflefs Riches, and refufe not the ad- 
miniftration of Publick Offices •, if we are 
Wife, we may enjoy thefe Things without 
any Danger to our Eafe and Tranquillity j 
we may fail happily amidft thefe Rocks, 
and view all with an unconcerned Eye. If 
we be ftript of them by our not looking 
back, we may teftify our Contempt, and 
that we were not wedded to them. It is 
Ihameful for a Wifeman to be weaker than 
thofe Defires, which as they are unnatural 
fb are they vain and unneceflary, only in 

Opinion. 
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Opinion. This is Efkurus^s Plealbre, this 
is what he calls living according tx> Nature, 
this is his DoArine, and thefe hl$ Senti- 
ments* 

Confider then, whether this Opinion de- 
ferves to be ill treated, and fee wnedier we 
have Reafon to defpile it; whedier this 
Pleafure pimps to Debancbery and BarcdSy 
and whether any thing can be more Sober 
or Chaft. If yon ask Epicurus what it is to 
live pleafantly, he win anfwer you, Thu k 
confifts not in a Fondnefs for worUly CmeemSj 
but in refijting corrupt jiffi^ions and hcUmui^ 
ms^ contemning Honour^ g^^^i^g ^^ nuifierf $f 
Fortune \ and in a Word^ Pfjf^^^S ^^ ^jihtte 
Peace and TraneptiBity ofMind^ TO this Point 

are all his Precepts leveled, in this you meet 
with Pleafure) and in this, indeed, we 
ought to feek it, not in the fatisiadion of 
the Senies, nor in giving a I00& to out 
Appetites. This Pleafure is too pure to dc^ 
pend upon the Body> it depends on the ia- 
telledual Part 5 Reafon is its Miftrefs, Resi- 
fon is its Rule, the Senies are only its Mi* 
nifters: Befides, Whatever Delights wc 
may hope for by indulging the Palate in 
Pleafures of the Sight, in Mufickor Pcr^ 
fumes •, if we do not receive them with a 
ferene Mind we are deceived, we fell under 
the delufion of a falle Joy, and take th^ 
Shadow of Pleafure for the real Snbftance* 
We will burn, if you pleafe, the moft coil- 
ly Perfumes, we will Clofet up our felvct 
with Venus-, we will Riot our felves upon 
Ne^ar and jimhojia^ and enjoy the utmott 

Pleafure 
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Pleafiircthe Wets havcltnaginied:, ^5.t all 
will prove bitter if our Minds be difquieted 
and in fpight of tKefe Delights, forjrow will 
appear maAifeftly upon our Brows. 

I will give you one Inftance to prove this 
Afiertion, and demonftrate to you how iiw 
capable that Man is of Pleafure, whoft 
Mind is dilcompoftd. You have read, no 
doubt, of that Feaft which TipU'mus made 
for AVrt?^'and may remember that great De- 
bauch, theNoife whereot hath lafted to our 
Age •, it feems to have been the utmoft Ef- 
brt of Prodigality, Art and Luxury, which 
licceeding. Ages have not been able to rivals 
niich lefs exceed. Agnffah Pond was the 
Place pitch'd upon for this extravagant Re- 
pafl: ; it was made upon a {lately Bark, 
which being drawn by a great many others, 
feem'd infenfibly to move. All the Bar- 
nes were adorned with Gold, and inlay'd 
with Ivory \ the Rowers were fo many 
lovely Youths habited like Cupids. The 
Tafte knew no Fowl, which it was not 
furniihed with at that Entertainment ; the 
Ocean provided it with Fifh, and the Pro- 
irinces of the Empire with divcrfity of Flefli* 
[n fliort, every thing was there in Plenty 
md Perfeftion. I omit thofe infamous 
Houfes erefted on the Banks, which were 
lock'd with Women of the beft Quality, 
md ftark naked. Courtesans. The Night 
tfelf contributed to the Pleafure of his De- 
bauch •, its Shades were difllpated by an in- 
tnity of Lights, and its Silence a^reeibly 
lifturb'd by the harmonious Coaforc of f(^- 
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veral Kiads of Mnfick. Would you know 
what delight Nero took in all thefe thingiy 
and whether he departed latisfied ftom tUs 
Entertainment? Conlider only, that he 
carried with him thither, the Memory of 
his Crimes, and the ftin^ of a bad Gonlci- 
ence, and you will readily condode, that 
he had no Veal Satisfadion thronghoat the 
whole Entertainment \ that he there felt 
the penitential Whip, add that though he 
appeared outwardly gay and brisk^ yet he 
was inwardly tormented with Horror and 
DeFpair. If he had any Joy, it was that of 
the Menades \ he was obliged to his Drunk- 
ennefs for that little Pleafure he enjoyed, 
andhisHappinefs encreafed with the Dimi- 
nution of his Reafon. I conclude his whole 
Retinue under the fame Circumftaoces \ 
for, I conceive, neither Seneca^ nor Tbrafe* 
as Patusy nor Boreas Soranus^ were of die , 
number of the Guefts ; they lived according 
to Nature, amidfl: the corruption of a moK 1 
profligate apd degenerate Age, and were . 
confequently improper Company for fuch a . 
Crew of Debauchees •, doubt left luchonly 
were prefcnt, as endeared themfclves to his 
Converlation by a Congruity of Manners, 
fuch as fpurr'd him on in his Crimes, and j 
pimp'd to his Lufts \ before fuch, he had | 
no Opportunity to blufh, where an eager | 
defire to excel each other in Vice^ had fti- 
fled all manner of Shame. Certainly, fuch ' 
vile Wretches were far from being Happy j 
there was no finding a found Man in the 
whoje Company, Pleafure could get no ad- 
mittance 
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mittance into thofe Breads which Lewdnefs 
had Ib^ntirely poflefled. They were entire- 
ly govefn'd by tnofe Paflions which deftroy 
the Tranquillity of the Mind ; and by confe- 
quence^ were not in a Condition to relifli 
that Pleafure we fo much approve. Had our 
Philolbpher been prefent at this Debauch,he 
would have declared the Truth before Nerdj 
and in the Face of the whole World, he 
would not have feared Death,which he held 
indifferent, but would have boldly exprefled 
his Mind after the following Manner. 
* Unhappy Prince ! How wretchedly are 
you deceived in believing Pleafure is to be 
found in thefe ExcefTes ! it is as far di- 
ftant from them as you are from Lifes trui. 
eft Happinefs. You drag your Mifery 
along with you, in all Places, wherefb* 
ever you go •, and do what you will, you 
cannot hide your felf one Moment from 
your Confcience. Cover your Table with 
Meats yet more delicious than thofe it 
now abounds with, add the richeft Wines 
oi Greece and ttaly^ or the whole World ; 
Nay, heap up all that Luxury and Luft 
can think on or invent, yet you will find 
nothing in all thefe things to afford you 
Satisfaftion, for tho' your Body be fatia- 
ted, your Mind will ftill be in fearch after • 
Pleafure. Thefe are not the Things 
which render Life happy, it is prudence 
alone which direds you to the foveraiga 
Good i it is Ihe only, which will teach 
you to regulate your Defires according to 
Nature ^ and in this Rule it is that you 
will meet with what you cannot find in 
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your Dilbrders \ if any thing be wanting, 
turn your Eyes towards tha^ common 
Mother, and (he will give you, eafily, 
wherewith to be content. Are you Thir* 
fty ? She hath every where pbced Riven 
and Springs where you may quench your 
Thirft. Hungry ? Places where you will j 
find Fruits to live on. If you are not fi- ' 
tisfied with thefe things,- you will never j 
be fatisfied with all your Excefles \ con- ' 
fult your Hunger, and your Thirft, they 
will find Delights for you in the fimplici* 
ty of Nature, and Bread and Water will 
ferve you inftead of the beft Difli upon 
Earth you can call to mind, when yon 
are in Neceffity : But now you are not, 
fo you give no time to your Stomach to 
digeft your Meat-, your Intemperance 
daily contrafts Crudities, and accelerates 
the Hour of that Death which terrifies 
you with fuch difmal Apprehenfions, 
Thus you make Fcafts which afford you 
no Plcafure, becaufe you ftrain Nature, j 
forcing it to obey your Defires. But know 
this, your Defires interfere with yoor 
Nature, and the Errors of your Mind 
darken the Light of your Reafon \ where- 
fore flatter not your felf with tafting | 
Pleafure as you fondly imagine. There a 
is nothing bounded but in Nature, what-^ 
ever is repugnant to Nature is infinite, | 
and confequently above us. Ambitious 
Subjefts afpire to Crowns, if they became 
Kings, they would aim at being folie Mo- 
narchs of the Earth ) if Monarchs> they 
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would wiih for Incenle and Sacrifices s 
And the Fable of the Gyants informs us^ 
that the Earth hath dared to contend 
with Heaven for its Dominion. It is the 
fame with other Evil Appetites, none 
can be Happy but he that knows how to 
govern them, and as it belongs only to 
a Wife Man to undertake that Province, 
fb it only belongs to him to fway the 
Univerfe. He only can extraft Pleafure 
out of all thefe things ^ he alone ufes De- 
lights l(;^riy, and pofle&th them ia 
their true Perfeftion., For your part, 
youdiQionour the Race of Aui^vfius^ and 
are the Infamy of Mankind, over whom 
the Anger pf the Gods hath given you the 
Command -, but do what you pleafe, you 
will be always Miferable, your Grief will 
barrafs you at all times, and in all Places \ 
you will never fteal ont Moment from your 
Confeience, and in the mid ft of all your 
Good Cheer, you will drink no Wine but 
what Ihall reprefent to you the Blood of 
thole Innocents which your Cruelty hatb^ 
Ihed on one bafe Pretence or other. 
Thus would Epicurus have delivered him-p . 
lelf, thus would he have juftified his Philofo- 
piiy, and thus reprov'd that Emperor's moft 
abominable Vice and Folly : But as it is im- 
poflible that t\\tMnd Ihould truly relijh?\e^^ 
lure, if her Companion, the Body,labour un- 
der any Afflidion. Epicurus^ or rather Truth 
it felf teaches, that Privation of corporal 
Pain is a very neceflary Compofition in that 
Supreme Good or Felicity of Life which 
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Pleafure doth produce •, and in truth, there 
is fo clofe an Alliance between the Body 
and the Mind, that^ their Pleafures and 
their Sufferings are infeparable, the Mind 
cannot be entirely happy whilft Pain affli&s 
the Body •, neither can the Body retain its 
Vigour if the Mind be afflidedand.diftnrbcd. ] 
Hence it evidently appears, that the Sum 
of all Pleafure confifts only in the amotbn T 
of Pain, or in that State which follows upon 
that amotion ^ for where-ever Pleafure is, 
there can be nothing of Anxiety or Pain; 
and confequently it muft be a great Pleafure 
not to be in Pain^ for a further Proof 
whereof, if any Man doubt, let him con- 
fult thofe who have been tormented with 
the Gout, Cholick, Strangury, or any 
other acute Difeafe. Let the Stoicks boaft 
as much as they pleafe of the infenfibility of 
their Seft, and that rigorous Vertue which 
makes a mock of Pain ; one fit of the Stone^ 
or fuch like Diflemper, will fully convince 
them that their Bodies do not center with 
their Opinion, and that their Difcourfes, 
tho' molt eloquent and fublime, arc nei- 
ther agreeable to Truth nor Humane Na- 
ture. 

It will not be amifs to illuflrat? this Af- 
fertion with a fuitable Example, and the 
fame Ihall not be taken from the Crowd of 
pretending Philofophers. I will make ufe 
of a Name the Stoicks themfelves ihall noC^. 
fcruple to admit, and pitch upon aPerfon 
whofe Vertues they never doubted of ^ Her^ 
cules Ihall bear witnefs to the Truth of what 
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I aflert \ that Hercules whofe Labours have 
g^inM him a Seat amongib the Gods, and 
rendred him fb ^orious to Men, that the 
Poets have always made choice of him as a 
perfea inftanee of the Force and Power of 
Wiiclom. We wiU take a view of this 
Hero dying, and confider him in the laft 
Actions of his Life ^ this invincible Man's 
Exit^ we exped, (hould be like his En- 
trance, illuftrious in performing fomething 
worthy of his Charafter, that he fliould fay 
nothing which would fully his Noble Ani- 
ons, or feem nnworthy of his former Ver- 
tue. But alas, we are deceived, the ftrength 
of his Pain gets the Maftery of his Courage, 
his Conftancy yields to the Heat of that 
Poyfbn which devours him s he does not 
only Complain, he Weeps, he Cries, he 
Howls *, and it is with the utmofl: EfTedis 
of Rage and Defpair, that he quits this Life 
to taj^e his place among the Gods* Let not 
the Stoicks then rattle any longer of their 
Infenfibility, nor pretend, that a Wife 
man may be happy in the midfl of Tor- " 
tures i neither let them defpife Pain, to 
ivhich Hercules himfelf was forced to yield, 
after fo many Viftories. 

But if the Stoicks, in fkvour of this their 
darling Hero, rejeft the Authority of Po- 
ets, and the confent of Theatres, asreprc- 
fenting Hercules contrary to the Truth: 
Toffidomus^ Mafter to Gceroy and by him 
[tiled, the greatefb of the Stoicks, will ferve 
js an illuftrious Example to prove the 
Truth of my alTertion ; here we fliall fee i\ 
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mam Pillar of the (^a) Porch ftaggefd, 
and by^confcqucnce, the whole Fabrick rea- 
dy to fall i Pompey the Greats underftaxjding 
that this famous Philofopher lay grievoufly 
tornieutcd with the Gout, made him a Vi- 
fitjto fee whether fo great aMafter was able 
to bear that Pain with the fame Eaie, now 
when aflifted, as be contemned and defiled 
it by his florid Harangues, when in Health. 
The Philofopher was furprized at the Pre^ 
fence of fo noble and uncxpefted a Gueft i 
and judging that the true caufe of his com- 
ing was fome thing more than a friendly 
Vifit, he bore the violence of his Pain with 
the utmoft uneafinefs j and tho' the ex- 
treme Agony thereof, made fweat trickle 
from .him, in abundance ^ yet obftinately 
refolving not to contradid his former Do- 
drine, either by Words or Groans, before 
fo great a Witnefsj in the midft of hisPain, 
cries out, / ne^cr will own you to he an Evil i 
by which Expreflioii, he only confirm'd his 
Noble Gueft in his former Opinion : That 
the Doftrine of the Stoicks confifted more 
in haughty and vain glorious ExprefGons, 
than a right conformity to Truth and Rea- 
fon. Cicero comes in as a full Proof of this 
Wifeman's Wcaknefs and Inconfiftency ^ 
Jhavefeen^ lays he, Poflidonius the Greatefi 
of the Stoicks.^ have as little power to undergo the 
Pains of the Gout^ as my Hofi Nicomachus *, 
a Perfon whom Tully accounted an ordinary 
fort of Fellow. 

As 1 have given an Inftance of Hercvles in 
his laft Moments^ that I may fully difpatch 
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this Point : I will examiip that grand Quc- 
ftion of the Stoicks. What think, you of 
Hercules zhA The feus^ whofe Lives' wffe one 
continued Series of glorious Labours^ which 
if they had not undertaken^ the ]parth had 
been over-run with Mdnfters andlnjiiftice ?. 
By which Queftion, it is undeniably eViHient, 
that the Stoicks are nothing more thgri v^n. 
ignorant Pretenders, and blind Guides, 
who lead their Admirers on in a Wildgoofe 
Chace, from which they have reaped no- 
thing but Confufion, and made themfelves 
ridiculous to all Ages. For, had they un- 
der flood the Matter right, or had they not 
been blinded with Pride and Arrogancje, 
they would readily have perceived that the 
Adions of thefe brave Men were fb many 
Ihining Proof? of the Truth and ExceDcncy 
of the Epicurean Dodrine ; for 2i$ much as 
all their great and glorious Labours were 
undertaken and performed by them, in or- 
der to obtain that Pleafure, which our Phi-' 
lofbpher, with fo much Reafon, affirms to 
be the Soveraign Good, and true Felicity 
of Life. Nature hath dififcrifed Pleafure 
through all her Aftions-, flieufeth'it as a 
Motive and Affiftance to us, in dojng every 
thing that is Good and Commendable, and 
its recompence, when done, according to 
that received and approved Axiom, Vertw 
is its own Reward. Man's Life is full of Mi- 
fery, and were not ourPaffions to beTweet- 
ned with Pleafure, they would end in Grief 
or Defpair j we fliould be prelTed to Death 
under the Load of our Misfortunes-, and 
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loGng all hope of conquering our Enemies : 
We fhould likewife lofe the Defire of re- 
fitting them. To heighten our Conrage 
therefore, this wife Mother folicits us by 
Pleafure, and propofing that to us as a fuB 
recompence of all our Labours, encouragech 
BS to defpife Difficulties, and banilh Fear ; 
ibr though the Mind of Man be naturally 
ambitious J yet would (he not attempt to 
cbtak Vertue, and fubdue Vice, were there 
jiot as much Pleafure as Glory in the Afli- 
on ; or to fpeak more properly, were there 
not an inward, excellent, and inexpreffible 
Pleafure attending every fuch Glorious 
Attempt. 

The Pleafure which our Philofopher re- 
commends,is,the enjoyment of a real pleaf* 
ing Good *, fuch as fills the Soul with Con- 
tent ; fwallows up Defire in Fruition, and 
banilheth Sorrow and Fear, fb that he ex- 
cludes from thence all thofe falfe Delights 
which l]?ring from Indigence, or cncf in 
Sorrow, for as they are defired with fo 
much Anxiety as far exceeds the Pleafure 
they promife i they are fuch Enemies like- 
wife to our Peace, that it is impolGble to 
tafte of them, without dilbrdeiing our 
Nature ; they wound, at once, both our 
Soul and Body, they weaken the one, ani^ 
corrupt the other; they are worfe Remedies 
than the Evils they would Cure ; they are 
conftantly attended with Repentance, Sor- 
" row and Shame, and dare not appear to 
publick View j for being confcious that 
they lefl'^n our Reputation, they feek out 
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Shade, and court Solitude and Silence ; they 
would blufh y were they forced to difcover 
themlelves, and Confufion would fo over- 
whelm them, that all their Joy would be 
turned into bitternefs and mourning. The 
Iblid Pleafures are thofe of the Mind j and 
Man cannot enjoy Peace and Tranquillity, 
unlefs that which is the nobleft Part, where- 
of he is compofed,be Happy s the Knowledge 
of Truth, andPrafticeofVertue, ought to 
be his chief Delight j he muft remember 
that the Body is the Souls Slave, and that in 
choice of Pleafures it is reafonable that the 
Soveraign have the Preference. Thofe 
which the Soul reliflieth, are the trtieft ; 
and if any Man be of another Opinion, we 
may conclude him void qf Reafbn, Senfe, 
and Underftanding. The Pleafures 6f the 
Senfes are limitted, whereas thofe of the 
Soul have no Bounds 5 the Pleafures of the 
Body are Strangers, thofe of the Soul are 
Natural *) the former may be taken from us 
without great Difficulty, but Death itfelf 
cannot deprive us of the latter, which tho' 
it rob us of our Riches, cannot rob us of 
oar Vertues ; the Pleafures of the Body are 
Tranfitory and Dangerous, but the Tran- 
quillity of the Mind produceth trtie and 
folid Content, and is a Permanent and Ef^' 
fential Good. 

Now, though we do elteem Pleafure as a 
real Good, and Pain to be a real Evil j yet 
we do not affirm that we ought always to 
purfue the one, and avoid the other : Foi^ 
it may be convenient for us, at fomethnes. 
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to fufferPain, that we may, afterwards^ 
enjoy more abundant and (atisfadory Plea- 
fure, and to abftain from fome Plealiires, 
left they draw upon us more grievous Pain^ 
for fome things there are, which tho' they 
yield fome Pleafure, yet they are of fuch a 
Nature as to occalion Pains much greater 
than chemfelves. It was this Maxim that 
made Reiulvs put himfelf again into the 
Hands of his enraged Enemies, where the 
Cruelties of his Tormenters were Icfs pain- 
ful to him than his Remorfe would have 
been, had he broke his Faith and Promife. It 
was this Maxim that made Fabricius defpife 
the offer cdTrea fur es oftheKingof f^irjii, 
whereby he loft alfo thofe Evil DeGres 
which attend the Pofleffion of Riches, and 
preferved to himfelf that repofe of Mind, 
which is the chief of Pleafures, and Supreme 
Good. To this Maxim may be referred all 
thofe great Deeds, and commendable Ani- 
ons, aone by the^ Heroes of former Ages; 
you will find that if they at any time em- 
braced Pain, it was to avoid a much greater, 
or if they refufed fome Pleafures, it was by 
fuch abftinence to obtain others much more 
folid and fatisfeftory. For to what other 
Motive can we afcribe thofe their illuftrious 
Aftions. They would not have turned 
their Backs upon Riches, embraced Pover- 
ty, or hunted after Enemies, Difficulties, 
and Pain \ had they not found therein that 
Plcafure which is the only folid Good, and 
Complement of a Happy Life. Hercules 
and Tloefeta had nevpr done fuch great 
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Thrngs for Mankind, had they riot taken 
Pleafnre in doing Good, tho' it were at- 
tended with Pain and Labour. R^ulus had 
never returned to Carthafe^ haa he not 
Tightly confidered that breach of Faith 
-would have tormented his Mind with morie 
exquifite and durable Pains, than any hiis 
Body could endure. Neither had Fabricius 
rejeded the Royal JBp/re^r's.Profer, had not 
Wiidora convinced him that there was 
more Pleafure in an honeft undefiled Pover- 
ty, than was confiftent with fach Riches as 
were to be gained by lacrificing his Honour 
to the Enemy of his Country. 

Thefe great Men, it is true, were not, 
as we can find, theprofefled Difciples of £- 
picurus \ but it is fufficient, that whatfbever 
is Praife worthy in their Examples, is to 
be found in the Doftrine of our Philofo- 
pher h and the World may know, that it 
was not Vertue alone which was the motive 
to their glorious Aftions *, or at leaflr, 
what they called Vertue, ought more right- 
ly to be called Pleafure. And yet, out of 
our Wifeman's School have proceeded Spi- 
rits truely Heroick ^ who in the midft of a 
corrupt Age, have performed Aftions as 
highly Honourable as any we have or can 
mention. Under the Reign of Nero^ tft? 
World as much admired the Death of Pe- 
tromtiSy as that of Seneca* The Emperor^s 
Tutor gained no Glory by Dying, which 
was not equally beftowed upon the Arbiter 
of his Pleafures ^ and the general Opinion 
was, that the Stoick w£) had alway* 
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preached up a Contempt of Life, did not 
quit it more generoufly, or with a braver 
Refolution, than PetronitUyVfho bad courted 
all its Pkafures. 

I will not omit, therefore, for the Ho- 
nour of Epicurus •, to give you a fliort ac- 
count of the Life and Death of this his 
great Difciplc •, who without Ofience, mav 
be Rank'd amongfl: the Bravefl: and moft 
Illuftrious of Men* Pttromus became a 
Courtier under the Reign of the Emperor 
ClaudtHs ; where following the Methods of 
the Court, he became infenfibly Luxurious \ 
tho' at the lame time, it was obferved, 
that he took no delight in the brutal plea- 
fiires of lx)ve, like Mefalina \ nor in thofe 
of theTableand Drunkenne{s,like Qaudim ; 
only in a pliant and delicate manner, took 
aRelifli or both,rather to gratifie hisCurio- 
lity than indulge his Senfes. In this manner, 
he employed a part of the Day in Sleeping, 
and dedicated the Night to Bufinefs and 
Pleafure. His Houfe was the Rendezvous of 
the better fort of the People of Eome^ with 
whom he fpent his time, agreeably in the 
moft charming Pleafures j not like a Pro- 
digal, or Debauchee -, but like a nice and 
learned Artift in the Science of Voluptu- 
oufnefs. Having thus pafs'd away his 
Youth, in a Life of Softnefs and Tranquilli- 
ty , he refolved to convince thofe that 
doubted of his Abilities, that he was capa« 
ble of the weightieftAffairs in Government: 
For putting a ftop to his Pleafures, he ac- 
cepted the Office of Proconful of £iVA)iw/4, 
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went into that Province, where he diC- 
charged all the Duties of his Place, with 
Applaufe J and having finifhed his employ, 
upon his return to Rontt^ was by the Em- 
peror Nero^ in Recompence of his Services, 
made Conful. This new Dignity gave hint 
a ready Accefs to the Emperor, who at 
firft honoured him with his efteem, and af- 
terwards, with his Friendftiip, inacknowr 
ledgment of the Sumptuous Entertain-- 
ments, he fometiraes gave that Prince, to 
refrelh him, when fatigued with the Toil 
of State Af&irs. The Confulate of Petrf- 
fiius being expired, without quitting the 
Court, he re-aflumed his firft manner of 
Living ; and whether it proceded from his 
own inclination, or a defire to pleafe Ner0 ; 
he foon became one of the Emperors Con- 
fidents, who could find nothing agreeable 
to his Humour, but what was approved by 
Petronim \ thus being poflefled of the Au-» 
thority of deciding what might be accepta- 
ble, he gained the Sirnanie of Arbiter^ as 
Matter and Comptroler in thofe Af&irs. 
Nero^ in the firft part of his Reign, afted 
like a prudent wife Prince, and applied 
hirafelf with care to the management of 
the State. However Petronins obferved that 
he was naturally inclined to Luft and Senfu^ 
ality, and therefore, like an able Politician, 
being in PofTeffion of his Princes Mind, he 
feafoned it with honeft delights j and pro- 
cured bim all the innocent Charms imagi- 
nable, in order to remove the thought of 
feeking after others^ which would have been 
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more irregular, and of worfe confequence 
to the Common Wealth. Things continu- 
ed in this Pofture, while the Emperor Jcept 
himfelf within the bounds of Moderation 5 
and fo long Petronius aded chearfuUy under 
him, as Intcndant of his Pleafures. 

But the Emperor, fometime after, com- 
plying with his Nature, changed his Con- 
duft, not only in refpeft to the Publick Af- 
fairs of the Empire, but in relation, alfi) 
to his more private and Domeftick A^irs 5 
to his Sports and Recreations. He liftened 
to others, rather than to Petronius ', and in- 
fenfibly plunging himfelf into Debauchery, 
he abandoned himfelf to his Paflions 1 and 
became as Monftrous in his Pleafures, as 
before he had been Nice, and Delicate. 
The high advancement of Petronius drew 
upon him theEnvy of all thofe who courted 
the Princes Favour, and of all others 
TtgeUinus Captain of the Petrorian Guards, 
was a molt dangerous Rival. This Man, 
from an obfcure Birth, had in a fliort time, 
by his corrupt Manners, gained an ablblute 
fway over the Emperors Temper •, and as 
he knew his blind-fide perfeftly well, he 
fet himfelf ferioufly to bring about the ruin 
of his Competitor *, and by fuch means as 
very much endangered the Ruine of the 
Empire. The curious Artful Pleafures in- 
vented by PctroniiiSy were of a more refined 
Nature, than the grofs Debauches of 77- 
gellintis J who foreleeing that the Credit 
PecromMj thereby, gained with the Em* 
pcror, would always be an Obftacle to his 
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Defigns ; endeavoured therefore, to pofleft 
himfelf, entirely, of the Princes Heart, and 
engage him in the fouleft Brutalities, For 
Nero'^ no fooncr, hearkned to the Perfwa- 
lions of Tigellinusj but he fignalized his 
Power by the Deaths of Sylla and RubelUus 
Plautusy Perfbns dreaded by them, for 
their eminent Vertues, and in great Efteem 
and Favour with the People \ thus proceed-^ 
ing from one Degree of Infamy to another^ 
arrived, at laft, to fuch an Excefs, that all 
manner of Crimes were perpetrated by him. 
Our ancient Favourite thus fupplanted in 
his Employment, by the Artifices of a new 
one, and. highly difgufted at the horrible 
Aftions he had feen, gave way to his Suc- 
ceflbr i withdrew from Court , indulg- 
ed himfelf in the Pleafures of a Retired 
Life •, and then wrote that incomparable 
Satyr, in which he fo exadly rcprefents th*e 
Nature and Charader of Nero^ and under 
feigned Names of Lewd and Vicious Per- 
fons, expofed the Vices of that infamous 
Prince and Court. Whilfl: Petronius thus 
lived in a retired Tranquillity, T^gelllnns 
laboured with all his Power to deftroy him, 
and to eftablifti his own Fortune upon the 
Ruine of his Rival •, for he greatly feared, 
that i( Petronius were once reinftated in his 
Matters Favour, he might, by the Means of 
honeft Pleafures, have reftored Nero to him- 
felf, to the great Blefling of all Honeft 
Men, and the Confufion of TigeUinw^ and 
others, his molt flagitious Pimps and Pan* 
ders i Knowing, therefore, that the Prince ^ 
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was naturally inclined to Cruelty % he in- 
finuates that Petrmlm was too familmt widi 
Stevlnusj not to be concerned in /V/J's Cour 
fpiracy, and having fuborned one of Tetro- 
mush Slaves to fwear againfl: his Mailer, to 
deprive him of all Means to )uftifie himielf, 
he fends the greateft part of his Domefticks 
to Prifon. Nero was well enough plealed 
to find an Opportunity of parting with a 
Man who was become a check to his Af&irs ; 
for the Vicious cannot endure the pretence 
of fach whofe Sight reproaches them with 
their abominable Praftices \ he readily re- 
ceived the Accufation againfl Petronius^ and 
ordered him to be apprehended at Cumesj 
when the Emperor made a Voyage thither, 
and Petronms fhould be one of the Company, 
but as it required time to deliberate, whc- 
.ther they ought to put a Man of his Figure 
to Death, without clear proof of the Crimes 
he ftood charged with : Petroniw perceiving 
that his Life was a burthen to his Prince, 
and that he only wanted fome colourable 
Pretext to take it away ^ that he mi^ht no 
longer be the fport of Slaves and Villains, 
he refolved to die. However, that he 
might not give himfclf a Precipitate Death, 
he opened his Veins, then clofed them again, 
that he might have time to converfe with 
his Friends, who came to fee him, in his 
laft Moments, which he fpent not in Di- 
fcourfes of the Immortality of the Soul, and 
thofe celebrated Axioms which the Pride of 
Philofophers had .invented to acquireGlory, 
and a Vain Opinion of Conftancy, but with 
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the rficitel of curious Pieces of Poetry s and 
to coavince the Spcftators that he did not 
die, butpnlyceafe to live. He continued 
iis ordinary Fuhd^ions, took a pirticnlar 
Account of the Behaviour of hisDomefticks, 
pnnillied fome, and rewarded others j late, 
as ufual, at his Table -, and. flept very qui- 
etly •, infbniuch,that he rather feemed a Man 
in perfed Health, than one that was Dy- 
ing ^ at length, perceiving the time draw 
near of (baking off Bllortality, after ufing a 
little Exercife, he fell into a calm and gen- 
tle Slumber •, io that his Death, tho' vio- 
lent, appeared to his Friends as if it had 
been nktural. Thus fell the Great, the Vo- 
luptuous P^fr^»/ir/ a Sacrifice to the Ingrati- 
tude of iV^r^r, and the Ambition oiTtgetti" 
nus* Boaft no more then of the Divine &- 
crates^ and that conftancy and firmnefs of 
Mind wherewith he drank the Poifbn \ Pr- 
tronius yields not to him in the leaft parti- 
cular: l^z^yPetronitu may claim the advan- 
tage of having quitted a Life infinitely more 
delicious than that of the Greek Philofo- 
pher, with the fame ferenity of Mind, and * 
the ikme equality of Countenance. 

But there remains one Objeftion ftill, 
againft Epicurus h his afferting the lawful- 
nefs and expediency of Self-Murther .- This 
is certainly a very heavy Charge, but it is 
plain,that in this as in all other,his Enemies 
have had more regard to the weight, than 
the Truth of the Crime they charge him 
with, not confidering that at the fame tinte 
the weight of the Objeftion lay fuller up- 
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on themfelves. Sclf-murthcr is undoubted- 
ly a very heinous and abominable Crime t 
if we confider it, either as a Chriffiian or a 
Philofopher dt is a Violation of the Law of 
Nature; and exprefly repugnant to the 
Law of God. That we may not therefore 
feem to juftifie that in our Philoibpher, 
which God, the Church, nay, moral Phi- 
lofophy itfelf, fo highly Condemns : Let us 
compare the DoSrine and Praftice of £^ 
cm-US', with the Doftrine and Prafticc of 
thofe, who fo vehemently exclaim ag^inft 
him •, and if I cannot fully clear him in this 
point, 1 Ihall at leaft prove, that he was 
not fmglc in his Opinion •, and that his Ene- 
mies were much more guilty herein than 
hinifclf. Every Jl/fan ovght^ lays Epicurusj 
to make it his care fo to Live^ that Life nutf 
not he a burthen to him ^ and not to be willing te 1 
fiirt rcith Life^ till either Nature^, or fome inr 
Tolrrable Cafe call vfon him to furrender it \ I 
a?'d lii that Cafe-i rve are to weigh ferioufly^ ' 
tvhcthcr It be more commendable for us to fiaf \ 
till De^ith come to as^ or to go and meet it \ for i 
tkovgh it be an Evil indsed for us to live in ' 
Ntccjfty^ yet there is no Ncceffity for us to live \ 
hi ncctjfity : Since Nature hath beenfo kind^ to 
give us though but one Door into the World., yet 
many Doers out of it. But although there be 
fume Cifes fo cxtrcam^ that in reJpeSl ofthem^ 
nr are to Lift en and fly to the SanUuary of 
Death *, yet we £:re not to attempt any thing in 
thjit kind^ but when it may be done Opportmiely 
ar:d Cmmtndably* Thus you fee in what li- 
mited Senfc our Philofopher delivered this 
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Doftrine ; it is not to be purfued<^ udlefs 
feme intolerable Cafe require it ; nor theih nei- - 
ther, except it may be done Offortfihely and 
Ommendahly* And what is this: iiitolerable 
Cafe, which may jnftifie a Man-Vpllintarily 
to leap over the Battlemeht^ of Life ? 
Do his Precepts any where Ihew it ? l^d.* '■ 
Poverty it cannot be, for Wife and Boun- 
tiful Nature hath fo provided againft that •, 
that thofe things which are neceflary are 
eafie to be procured y whereas thofe things 
which are unneceflary, are hard to come by. 
Jfyou live according to Nature^ you jhall never 
be Poor 5 if according to Opinion'^ you Jhall never 
be Rich \ Nature defires little^ Opinion is never 
Satisfied. Neither can it be wnen any Pain 
whatfoever afflifts the Body. No Pain is 

both intolerable and perpetual \ for if it be long, 
it muft be light, and if great, Ihort *, it is 
either determined of itfelf, and fucceeded, 
if not by an abfolute Indolence, yet by a 
very gfeat Mitigation •, or it is determined 
by Death, in which there can be no Pain. 
Neither can it be when the Mind is loaded 
or oppreffed 9 for difcontent of Mnd is not 
grounded upon Nature^ but ufon meer Opinion of 
Evil ; and it is Reafon alone which makes Life ' 
Happy and Pleafant v by expelling all fuch falfe 
Conceits or Opinion s-^ as may any way difiurb 
the Mnd. Why then doth Eficurm fo high- 
ly extol that Perfon, who when forae into- 
lerable Cafe calls upon him to furrender his 
Life, leaps over the Battlements, of Life 
bravely ? To this I anfwer. Our Philofo- 
pher was of a Modeft, Humble Temper *^' 
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and Difpofition ; not pofitive and Dogma-, 
tical as his Enemies generally were ; and 
therefore tho' he had nilly anfwered aU t^e 
Arguments which have ever yet been made 
ufe of to juftifie that abominable Crime, and 
had plainly demonftra ted that it wasRidica- 
lous for a Man out of a Wearinefs of Life^ to 
fly to Death as a Sanduary *, when his owb 
Imprudence and Irregular Courle of Life^ 
is the only Caufe of that Wearinefs. But as 
our Philofopher would no^pofitively deter- 
mine, but that fuch extream Cafe, m\^t 
at fome time or other happen \ for which 
Philofophy could find no other or more pro- 
per remedy than Death \ then and then on- 
ly he encourages to diffatcbj and leap ^vtr 
the Battlements of Life bravely ^ for neither is 
it ft for hinS'^ who thinks of fight to Sleep , mr 
are we to defpair of a happy Exitj even from 
the greatefi difficvlties ; in Cafe we neither ha* 
fien before our Time^ nor let it flip when it 
comes* And the Praftice of EficttruS'^ fnlly 
evinces that he was very carefnl, not to tei- 
ften before his time ■> for he endured the 
Tormenting Pains of the Stone in the Blad- 
der, and other molt acute Difeafes for many 
Years together, with a moll admirable 
patience , and invincible Courage ; and 
waited till extream old Age gently put 
out his Lamp of Life. 

On the contrary, if we enquire into the 
Dodrine and Praftice of other Philofophers j 
we (hall foon find that tlie Stoicks not only 
approved of it, but ftriftly enjoyncd Men 
to Embrace Death Voluntarily j and from 
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5jeir own Hands. The Doftrine you have 
from CFr^tf, who in his Treatife De LegibuS', 
'mplicitely Commends it in thefe Words : ' 
tiuJige th^ Man wrthy of Omdernnatiofi', who 
hSs l^lmfeifi if he 4o it neither by order of 
&ate^ nor (^felled by any intolerable or inevl" 
table chance of Fortunes nor Off raffed by any 
Ignominy of a Poor and AftferablelAfe ^ and in 
ms id Tufcvim Qpeliion, he expreflyeh- 
joyhs it in thefe Words: That Rule ought 
to be obferved in lAfe-,^ which prevails in tfie 
(Sreciati P^afls V either let a Man drinl^ or let 
him leave the Cbfnfoj^ ; becaufe a Man Jhould 
drink with the fame Freedom as others doj orh 
awav^ leafi bting Sgher^ he fijould he abujed 
by his drunken CQmpanions j fo if you cannot 
bear the h juries of torijine'^ yen ought to avoid 
them by Flight. Agreeable hereunto was 
Aeir Praftice i for thus Zeno^ Father of the 
Stoicks, a Man of themoft Spotlefs Cha- 
racter of any of the Philofophers, having 
by a fell bruifed one of his Fingers, inter- 
preted it as a Summons to the Grave, went 
prefently home and Hanged himfelf, and 
was therefore by Diogenes Laertim^ honour* 
cd with this Elogy : A mofi happy Man who 
Jafc'i founds and without Difcafe-, departed this 
Life. Thm pemofihenesy to prevent being 
beholding to any one, but himielf, either 
for his Life or Death, drank mortal Poifon 
out of that Quill, which had given him im- 
mortal Life long before. Thus alfo U^- 
modes to prevent his Pollution, by the un- 
natural heat, of a luftful Greek Tyrant j 
who attempted to force him, leaped into a 
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a Copper of Scalding Water: And thus 
Qeamhest ChryfippHs^ and EmfedocUs brake 
open the Gates of Death, and forced their 
Paflage into another World. To theft we 
may add the Memorable Examples, of that 
Prince of Roman Wifdom, ( as La^lantim 
calls him) Cato^ who with his own Hands 
and Sword, opened a Flood-gate in his 
Bowels, to let his Life flow out, having the 
Night before,prepared himfelf to fall brave- 
ly, by reading tlaroh Dilcourfe on the Im- 
mortality of the Soul ^ and of the Famous 
Cleombrotus^ who upon no other inducement, 
than Platoh Reafons in the fame Difcourfc, 
threw himfelf from a Precipice, as if he 
went inftantly to experiment the Truth of 
what he had fo lately Read. 

From all that hath been faid, we . may at 
length conclude, that Eficums was a Perlbn 
of a Sublime Wit, and profound Judgment \ 
a great Mailer of Temperance, Sobriety, 
Continence, Fortitude, and all other Ver- 
tues, no Patron of Impiety : Gluttony, 
Drunkennefs, Luxury, or any other lur 
temperance •, that he was the greateft of all 
Philofophers, that the Doftrine which he 
Taught, was of all others the jnoft Condu- 
cible to a happy Life ^ and fuch as none be- 
fides himfelf ever Taught, by the pure 
light of Nature, unaflifted by Grace : Nay^ 
thonph Eficurta and his Doftrine, havp 
been Exploded and Rejefted ; through thQ 
l£;norance of fbme, and the Malice of o- 
thers ^ I will not be afraid to fay, that Good 
and Pious Chiftians^ are the the truefi Eplcur 
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re^s i they only have a right Notion of 
that undeniable Truth, which he fo Strenu- 
oufly inculcates, viz^That aU Felicity conjifls in 
Pleafure i they only know, that to exercifi 
onefilfi to have a Cmfcience void of Offence '^ both 
towards God^ and towards Man^ is a Fradice 
full of Pleafure, in this Life •, and will be 
rewarded with Inexpreffible and Eternal 
Joys in the World to Come. Whereas oa 
the other Hand, the Confcioufnefs of aa 
ill ipent Life, is a conftant and infeparable 
Tormentor, which perpetually haunts and 
afflifts the Guilty in this World, and will 
be a never dying, ever gnawing Worm of 
Mifery to them in the next. In fliort, if we 
do not with Epicurus Place our Happinefs, 
in Pleafure, and run that Race which is fet 
before us, with Cheerfulnefs •, it will be vain 
for us to expeft to hear at the laft Day, that 
joyful Salutation of our Great Captain and 
Saviour \ Well done thou good and faithful Ser* 
vantj enter thou into the Joy of thy Lord* 
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WE aregoing,D^tf»if ii/,todifcourIc 
of Things, that will afford us aa 
Opportunity of diftinguilhing 
between the Good and Bad Men, in refe- 
rence to their Sentiments *, there's a World 
of difference between them, even in their 
Converfation and Behaviour, for the one 
has only a regard to his Friends, when he 
is with 'em, the other Loves 'em at never 
fo remote a Diftance •, the Friendfhip of 
the one is deftroy'd in a little time, the 
other feenis to be permanent and lafting i 
as 'tis natural then to think that they who 
are in purfuit of Vertue and Honour, will 
take for their Patterns the Virtuous, rather 
than the Wicked. I prefent you with this 
Difcourfe as a diftinguilhing Token of our 
mutual Friendfhip, and a clear Demonftra- 
tion of the Familiarity IJiad with fffpfonkus^ 
for Children are not only entitled to their 
Paternal Eltate, but alio to the Friendfhip 
and Intimacy of their Parents Acquaintanoe. 

Now 
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Now I have the Comfort to fee not only 
Fortune willing to favour our Delign ; but 
O{)portunity likewife to declare it felf for 
us. For you feem defirous .of Inftimdioo, 
and 1 make Profeflion of inftru&ing. You 
are in purfuit of Wifdom and Ptuloibphy, 
and I take iipon me to Guide and Direa in 
thole Studies. 

They who write to their Friends exhor* 
tatory Difcourfes, dilcharge a very^good 
Office, and do a very good Deed h butitbat^ 
notwithftanding, is not the chief Task of 
Pbilofbphy. For they who inform Youth, . 
not only how to attain to aPowerfiil an^ 
perfwadifTg Style, but how to corred their 
Lives and Manners, are by fo much the 
more ufeful to their Difciples, than the o- 
thers, that thefe teach them only how to 
fpeak, while thefe inform 'cm how to live ; 
we therefore, not finding any real Occafi- 
on, for the firft Part, and having chiefly 
in View the latter, (hall take upon^ us, on- 
ly to advife you, in reference to thofe 
Things, to the Profecution of which Youth 
ought to be fpurred up and excited, and 
thofe which they ought chiefly to decline 
and fbun ; and at the ftme time to prefcribe 
what Perfons they ought to pitch upon for 
their Converfacion, and how they ought to 
difpofe and Oeconoraife their Life \ for they 
alone who have followed this Track, have 
been able truly to attain to Vertue, than 
which, there is not a more eftimable, nor 
ccjually valuable Good \ as for Beauty, 'tis 
cither deftroy'd with time, or impaired by 
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Sicknefs \ and for Wealth, 'tis more Tub* 
fervient to AVickednefs than Honelly and 
Yertue, for it not only promotes Idlenefi, 
. bnt enables Youth to purfiie their Pleafin-es i 
and tho' Strength govern'd by Wifdom, is 
a bleffing of great ufe, yet without that, ^tis • 
more Pernicious than Beneficial ; and as 
it may be laid to be an Ornament to Wreft- 
Jers, and other Praftitioners in that kind, 
fo it may be laid to hinder and obftruft the 
Improvement of thfe Mind » whereas Ver- 
tue alone ( if it has taken due rooting and 
encreafe in our Hearts) does accompany us 
even in our Old Age, is more profitable to 
us than Riches *, and more advantagious 
than Birth and Nobility, for fhe alone 
makes that compaflable to her Followers, 
that all others find impoffible;, they under- 
going with Fortitude what appears terrible 
to the Multitude ; ranking lizinefs among 
thofe Things we ought to blame, and La- 
bour and induftry among thofe we ought to 
Praife. This we may plainly learn from 
the mighty Labours of Hercules^ and from 
the great Atchievements of Thefeus* The 
known Vertue of thele great Men has ftampt 
fuch a noble Charadker upon their Perform- 
ances, that Time it felf can never impair it. 
If you do but refleft on your Fathers way 
of living, you'll find in that, a Noble and 
Domeftick Inftance of the Truth of what 
I fay, for he neither negleflied Vertue, nor 
paft his Days in Idlenefs and Sloth, but in- 
• ur'd his Body to Labour, and his Mind to 
undergo Perils and Dangers j he had neither 
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an inordinate nor unfeafbnable Lore fb 
Wealth, but enjoy'd the prefent Good as 
being Mortal, and took Care at the &m^ 
time of his Subftance, as if he had been im- 
mortal \ he did not live after a fneaking ni- 
gardly Manner, but honourably and mag- 
nificently, and was bountiful to his FrienoSi 
preferring thofe that were diligent and 
lerviceable to him even to his Relations by 
Blood. He was of Opinion that in contra- 
ding a familbr Friendihip, Nature was to 
be confider'd, preferably to Law, Morality 
before Lineage, and a judicious Choice be- 
fore Neceflity. 'T would be an endlefs Work 
to relate all his Anions •, and we fhall ac- 
count tor them exaftly at another time. 

We have here given you a Copy of Hif- 
pomcus^s Natural Difpofition, which yoo 
ought to take for a Rule in the regulating 
your Life, making his Praftice your Law, 
and endeavouring to be a zealous Emulator 
of your Fathers Vertue. 

'Twould be a fhameful Thing that Paint- 
ers fhould be able to come up to the Perfe- 
ftional Beauties of Animals, and that Chil- 
dren fhould not make it their Bufinefs to 
imitate the diftinguifhing Vertues of their 
Parents. Be convinced therefore, that no 
Athlete ought to prepare himfelf more a- 
gainft the Encounter he is to have with his 
Adverfary, than you to ftrive to come up 
to a Par with your Father in his excellent 
Study and Endeavours. Now 'tis impoflible 
you fhould execute this, unlefs your Mind 
is fiird with due Preparatory Inftrufti- 
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creas'd by. propprtfoi^bte Laborifp $he Soal: 
h fortif^'d :b^j proper aiid jvcrtuous bL- 
fcourfcs. :»j /' 

WHereforoj4 fhatt endeavoof \fi a fuc-' 
cinftand^flfbrlSimajiner^ tol^y-b^fore you,: 
the Means, 'hyyvhkh you mayv aj: the lame-* 
time, Jibt. only * attaia to jthe moft cojifum- 
mate Vcrtuc, but likewifc gain the general 
Applaufe of all Mankind. Let this then be- 
your firlt Rule, not only to Venerate the 
Gods by Sacrifice and WorQiip, but to ob^ 
ferve religipufly your Oaths ^ for as that 
implies a plentiful Ella te^ this is a Teftimo- 
nial of Real Honour and Vertue- ; 

fle carefiil then conftantly to pay your 
Duty to God in private, but never omit it 
in the Pablick Worfhip s by which mean$ 
you'll Ihovir ypurfelf to Venerate the Gods, 
at the fame time to have a due regard to 
the Laws. " 

Ldt your Carriage and Behaviour to your 
Parents be fuch, as you would wifhi your 
Children ftiould be towards you. 

Exercife your Body not to improve your 
Strength, but fo far foith as tends to the 
Procuration of ybbr Health;, you may pro- 
pofe to come up to this, if you moderate 
your Labour fo, that you ftill are capable 
of doing more. 

Neither applaud an impertinentLaughter,' . 
nor Clofe in with a lafli Difcourfe^, for 
the one is Foolilh, and the other Madneft. 

Never think that can be fiy)ke with t5c- 
ceney, thatModcftv is alham'd to aft. Don't 
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afieft a demure or fe vef e Ixxdc," bat alwa]^ 
have a prefence of Mind: For by therone* 
you will appear felf-conceitcd^ by the odier 
always Wife. 

Elteem that tnolt to become you ^hkb 
is Decent, Modeft, Juft, and Temperate. 
for in thefe chiefly confifts the Morality ol 
Youth. Never confent to do a fliamcfol 
Aft by the Hopes you may conceive tbat it 
may never be known, for tho' you ooooKd 
it from others; you'll ftill be 'Confeious of 
it to your felf. 

Fear Cod-y and honour your Tartnts* 

Have a Modeft and due Refpeft for yonr 
Friends, but be obedient to the Laws. 

Purfue thofe Pleafures only that areao 
companied with Honour and Glory ;^fbr 
that Pleafure that has Vertue for its Coitt- 
panion, is a valuable Good, whereas with- 
out it, 'tis a deteftable Evil. 

Be careful to avoid the Occafions of being 
afperft in yo^r Reputation, tho* you know 
thcy^are Lies you are charg'd with, for as 
a §(reat many will be ignorant of the Truth, 
as to Faft, fo they'll be liable to be imposed 
upon, by Rumor ^nd Report. 

^n all you do, imagine every body will 
know it, for admit you could keep it a My- 
ftcry foi: a While, 'twill be at lafl: unfold- 
ed and madeJ'ublick. 

You'll gain a confirmed Reputation if 
you are known to avoid thofe Aftions, you 
Cenfure and blame in others. 

If you are a lover of Learning, youMl ac- 
quire great Knowledge. 

Thofe 
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Thpfe thiHgs you bav^.^tt^f aM the Know- 
ledge of, mm be retaiuM by Pradice, and 
at ^ fame time ¥011 muft take c^re to in- 
fortxi yoar fclf (rf^thofe things you are Igno- 
rant of. 

Twpuld be as great a Shame not to leara 
9 uieAii pilGwrfe) as not to receive a good 
Pr^fent your Friends fliould make you. 

Spend your leifure Hours in hearing good 
Pifcourles, by fo doings you'll learn with 
Kaie and Facility what has colt others a 
great deal of Labour and Pains to find out. 
. Set a greater Value on the having rcceiv'd 
many inftruftivc and ufeful LcflOns, than 
on the poflefling great ftore of Wealth ; for 
the one is a fleeting, periftiable, and tranfi- 
tory Good, the other is durable, nay, cver- 
Jafting , among all the Things this World 
afFcM-ds us, the Pofleffion and Enjoyment of 
Wifflom alone is immortal. 

Don't Jhink much to take a long Journey^ 
to hear thofe who make Profeflion to teach 
ufeful and profitable Things, for 'twould 
be a fhamefol and foul Reflexion, that 
Merchants Ihould undertake fuch tedious 
Voyages by Sea, for the Lucre only of 
encreafing their Wealth, and that Youth 
Ihould repine at a little Land Journey to 
Refine their Notions and Cultivate their 
Mind. 

As to your Behaviour, be afTible and eafy 
of accefs, and let your Language be Courte- 
ous and civil •, the one requires you fhould 
take notice of thofe you njeet ; the other, 
that you fhould fpeak obligingly to 'era, But 

P 2 be 



_._ . - ■ ' ■ 

212 Ifocrates his Advice to Demoaicus;. 



be fure to carry it handfomly; to all take-. 

neral, tho' you converfe Familiarly^ fiit 

with the belt, by which Procedure you'll ! 

difoblige nobody, and be certain of the E- | 

fteem and Friendlhip of the Men of Men^ ' 

Let not your Vifits be too frequent to I 

the fame Perfons, nor your Difcx>urie top j 

long on the fame Subjefts, for there's a Sa- I 

tiety of all Things. . I 

Enure your felf to Voluntary Labour, j 

that you may be the better able to under- I 

go what Neceffity fliall lay* upon you. i 

Take fpecialCare to govern and Supprefi ' 

whatever can be the leaft Blemifh to a | 

handfome Mind, as fordid Gain, Anger)Vo- < 

luptuoufnefs and Grief. 

You'll Compafs this,if you efteem that the | 
greateft Gain, that procures you a good 
Reputation , rather than that which Aug- 
ments your Wealth ; you'l Conquer Anger, 
if you behave your felf towards Offenders, 
as you would have others behave theitifelves | 
to you, when you Tranfgrefs : And youl | 
bid fare to get the better of Pleafure, if . 
you frequently refleft, how Ihamefttl it is, I 
to have the Command over your Servants ; | 
and at the fame time be a Slave to your '• 
Paffioiis: And you'l mafter Afflidbion, if | 
yoa fcriouQy look into other Men's Misfor- 
tunes, and at the fame time confider, that 
the Condition of Man, renders you liable 
to the fame. 

Be no lefs cxaft in keeping the Secretsen- 
trultcd to you, than you would be feithfol 
in reference to Depolitum's of the greateft 
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Value 'I ^ for a Good and Vcrtuous Man's 
Morals fliould Gain |iim more Confidence 
and Credit than any Oath. 
\ As you ought to diftruft the Vicious, fo • 
ybu^qught to belieye the Vertuous ^;:neYer 
Reveal your Secrets to any, except 'jJt is as 
much their Intereft to keep, them as it is 
yours, they Ihould &. kept If an Oath be * 
tendered you,, take it on two Accounts.- 




Danger 

lake of Riches^l^itear. by any Gpd,; although 
you might do it with a fafe 'Confciencei^ 
for by fo doipg^ yoii'l be^ thought perjwr^ 
By Tome, whUe other* tfiink you virtr'arici- 

; Never Contraaa Frieadthip with any- 
Bp4y,*till you have firfl; examia'd how he 
Ijebav'd himfelf to his former Friends •, for 
yotf 1 have good Reafon to hope, that, he'l 
J)e die fame .to you, as he wag to them. 
Take a fu|Bcient time before you profefs 
your felfa Friend ; but that once done, 
endeavour to be always fuch; for it is e- 
qually Ihameful to have no,Friendsatall, 
and to change them often. 

Do not try your^Friendsto your preju- 
dice, and yet at thjB^lame time take care to 
j^now their difpoCtion towards you ; yoiil 
eafily do this if you put on ncceflity, vfhta 
you really don't wantj and Commpnicate 
things to 'em as fecrets,Vthat ^ .Faft are 
not foj by which means ypuU^bg i^re tp 
receive no Damage from their^uriffdfetity, if 

■ P 3^' ■" '• Uey 
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they are falfe i and if they are faithful, yoa*l 
thereby difcover their Integrity. 

You may make a Trial of your Frieacb 
in the Misfortunes that attend tiffe, and 
by their (baring in your Dangers ; fiA: as 
we Try Gold by the Fire, fb we diftinguifli 
cur Friends by Adverlity. 

You'l difcharge your felf beft of ydur 
Duty to your Friends, if you do not wait 
till they apply to you ^ but freely, ajid of 
your own accord Relieve and Aflili ''etft 
when occafionrejju ires. 

Think it as diflionourable fo be; out done 
by your Friends in good Offices, as to bje 
overcome, and worfted by the Malice and 
Evil praftices of your Enemies. 

Do not reckon them only to be your 
Friends, who grieve at your Misft)rtune5 i 
but likewife thofe who do not envy yoiir 
Profperity s for a great many will exprefs 
concern when their Friends are AfflSed^ 
that fliall look with an invidious Eye on the? 
Liberalities of an Indulgent I^brtune. 

Speak kindly of your abfcnt Friends, t(l| 
thole that are prefent, that they may not 
think you are unnjindfu} of tnemfelves, 
when they are abfeiit. * 

Be decent in your Apparel, but not Fop- 
pifh : now he that keeps up to decency, may 
pe fplendid in his Apparel, whereas tBc 
Fop fliall be extravagant, atd Whimfical. 

Do not Covet a Superfluity of Riches, 
but the Enjoyment of ''• a Competency \ 
entertain a mean Opinion of thofe, who aire 
continually heaping up 'Wealth j and yet 
- : know 
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know nbtliow to nakeufeof what they 
hare ^ for^it fafes with thefe IVIen, jufl: as 
: it do's with thofe, that Foflefs a gne Horie, 
without having .ther skill to, Ride him* 

JBndeavonV to js^uire W^Jlth) that it 

' ntay. be u&fol tp you, asv!^eU.3>^pofle|n: by 

you^ liow it is ufefol to tliqSL jij^o reli/h 

tl^ fruition tiSfHtofy whereas i^ is bareli: a 

. Fbfleflioa tx> tho&^ who lui^w abt how to 

makcarightufeofit^ . . / ,< 

Setadneyaltift on the .S^c^es yon are 

':Afafterofifbr:twQ Reaioa^. sr ^"f^^) that 
?yoi| iriay be tUc ^ Fay a l^fge^F^Qe if it be 
, ireqnifitfc ; the othe^)! that - you.* may have ^ 
wherewith tf^rdicYe a Friend in* Diftrels i, 
'M'f6T the otter .'Cegards of Lifq, Love *em 
: wfith Moderation) i and not $ ^(^fs^. 
'i vjBc. Contented with wh^i;.|[ou have, aq4 
vfi9ek.at;the.:iame time to make the beft Im- 
prpvtraeht of it lyou can. 

'Nfev»er npbraid any .one^ with bis Misfor- 
tttfueS^ for Bcirtuneis common to all, and 
no :Body can ^ee. into futurity • • 

Do all the good yowcgn to Vertuous and 
.good Men; frn:'a good^ Office done to a 
Man of Worth aid Merit, is a Noble Trea- 
^re* 

If you oblige unworthy Mpq, you'll be 
requited as they are, who feed other Peo- 
ples Dogs, atid as thefe bark as weQ at 
?thofe that feed 'em, as at Strangers, (b 
thofe are. apt to iu jure as well their Bene- 
fedors, as their Enemies : fie as much a- 
verfe to Flatterers as to Sycophants and 
Impoftors , for both the one and the 

P 4 other 
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other ' are equally -Perniolpufc if bcBcv-'d 

' If you admit for Prieads thrirc that grati- 

• fy and encoivrage your Wickedne^,- yon'll 

diChfearteii ■ ill V one, fmm incutriiig: your 

JfcGw-t Of y wtuei • 

_- - ^ - ^. ibW tbwafrib thfcm Idmt 

- -Approscfi i^ 4ie faniiiiar 'aiid'obligingiJand 
^ jiot ftirfj ?n^y are very^tfifRiient perfbnages; 
' for Yh^^fiaafehty CarridSctrf the onc^.tia 




- ih'ew 'jrottr ftlPCJourte^ arid wia the ^ood 
'; i^ill of eveiV^iie,; if y^-;fi?re.itt)t Oapt|fliB, 



_ fl^aToWiirtfiofe 

"you Conveffe with 5 ia':ordefitav^hich':yaa 

mult not bppbfe too roughly. tbofe; Mi t 

Paffion and' Anger (ball huwyiawayy tiidugh 

at tbe fame time they are ahbgef her. idJiSe 

wrong, but on the contrity givewayrto 

, their Traiilpdi-tfi, and whfen ttt^y ace Cfilm, 

take an opportwhity to rertiind 'em of thrir 

Error : nevet put on a -ferious and >graxe 

Countenance. ,/' When the Jcft Is gDing 

round, nor alfcd Levity and Airinefs, 

where gravity is renuir'd, for wbatcvet* is ' 

ill-tim'd and unfeafbnable is Vexatimis^ 

above all thiiigs take care not to doa'good 

Office after an ungraceful manner,!: as a 

great many do, who at the fame time they 

ftrve their Friends, doit difagreeably and 

difguftfully : Avoid wrangling, becaufe 'tis 

odious-, and fliun Cenfbrioufhefs, becaiifi^ 

it is provoking, . •. - 



I . 



Have 






Ha>^e ;? r ifte^jal Care hqw^ yfiu aflbciate 
fvith Men of the. Bottle v liut,pe'fiire (if oc- 
rafion makes y qa rail mto Juch Comply) 
:o wtb^raw .before , thje^ "L^iibr gets-^l^ 
>ctter of )rou ; for he whcSiJe Mind isqv^- 
)Owcr^(i ^Ath^Wlne, is like the Chaript, 
vhofe I)Wfr«:cafl:.out of the Box.- This 
joing a^f;itan(j[om for want of the han^ fo 
juide it,n.an4 dieotljer running all manner 
)f Riiqiies an^lDangers foffwant of ttiougjit. 

H?v^ grcatncfs c2t Soul enough to .Reli^i 
mnic^rfcuitv, land at the feme time JVfojd^- 
Son^nflugh iiQ m J^^^ 

'^&8ef^ Ijas iefiow'd upon you. '^ . , 
■'Make LRight Eftimate of the. Advantag 
E.ducation hasSbyeir.jIguc^fnce ; They wj^ 
are polle^rof tfte'oney -tui:h^aJJ,to 
irantage j wjiile^the o^^eT-s are general^ 
mortify'dind amiacd-/lt* fremiently hap- 
pening that they fuffer in Fa&, for wifat 
they, have indifcreetly ufter'd. 

Speak well of thofe you. dpfire to ni ^ 
your Friends, before them you are fure w 
tell it 'em again \ for Commendation is t 
beginning of Friefl4ftiP> ^h^r^^s Slander 
and Backbiting is the fource of Hatred i^ji 

Enmity* 

in point of Counfel ^nd Deliberation, 
take Examples of the paft, for the future » 
for what is Dark and Myfterious, bccojttits 
Plain and Bafy by what has already happen'^. 

Take time to deliberate and advife ; ISjpt 
lofe no time in executing your Refolutions. 
It belongs to Heaven to profper our under- 
takings. But it is our Bufincfs to confider 
what we do. Thofo 
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''■"Thofe things :■ you are ^Ifhapi^ to fpcak 

"of with reference to your ftlfj ami at tfte 

iame time woii!cl.bfegladto A&fire with 

^tiends aljQdti ftlatt: 'cm asif theycftn- 

bc^n'd others,- atiduot you, by vvhifti means 

'^6u'H knpv^ the Sentiments '^f ttofe ^ 

Coiifult, wIt?ioi(t dircoveringJ-6ltt fdf. ' ' 

When ytfa Have a mind to AdHfe v*iUi 

pny ope cCTice^ijtig your priva'te Affaff^ 

examine tvelHrft;- how he has managed, his 

'tiVT'n : For he that ha's beeii ftulty rn the 

"Adminiftfafioii' qfliis own'CoHcmisi'wffi 

'Hem be able tb AdTife^HJ'W^li Heft. 

rence to thofe iff athett : Yon'JJ ht iwflt «■ 

cited to Coi^rult and Adriftiffjoa ferfevflT 

'look into the Miftari-iagcs Hi Te^Jefity aao 

"ftalhncrs ;"fbf Wc 'then~ tak^the si^tfft 

Care,, of ouV BcSltJi, wbh tfifefaios and 

Torttecs ofoiirfefitt]lititt;3i"c fttlh &i orir 

Memory. ' ' .' , '. '. ' " "^' "^ 

Imitate th6 mariners of 'priirc^'v'«Bd 

,ttai&ice their StuHies :■ Ndk Tpti 9iaH feem 

'to Copy ind feffiBlate 'em, ttiat'yoii may 

impr6ve yonr Rcpntatioa tt fth'the PubliA, 

and Gonliffii the Prinfees:^5ddtfpofitioQ 

'towards you. ■ 

Be Obedient to the Lawsofthe-Priilcte^l 
but look ujwn their ManneH'tft be more 
ppwerfiil tii^n their laws :' For fis lie that 
Lives uadera Vnttofracy, ifinft; wHerfe the 
teople, fo it behoves hira-'tliat'. Lives ia^ 
Motiarchicd Government, to admire'the 
Prince : If you are ukc*d in Power^ talie 
care to make ufe of no ill Men in the 
Adminiltration thereof; for ^hat cvdr 
tbcy 
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;hey do amifs, wiH be afcribM to you. 

Do not make it your BuGnefs to ac(juire 
raft Riclics mpubKck Employments. But 
ake care to Difcharge'eM with fo etach 
ntcgrity, that when ycu leave 'em, you 
nay do it, with Honour and Reputation, for 
the E.fteem and Favour of the PuWick is 
nuch inorfe valuable than Wealth. 

Neither he prefent at any Evil Aaion, 
lor proteiat dny that ihall be guilty thereof; 
or you'll be thought your felt to aft what 
^u Defend ahd Patrpqize in others. 

Procute to your felfas much Power dnd 
:nterelt as you can, and at the fame timelbo, 
:ontented to live upon the Level with dr.! 
thers i that you may appear to love |arid 
pradMceJuftice, not through want of Power^. 
)ut for the lake of Decency and Equity^V . 

Prefer a Juft and Honouratde Poverty to . 
ill gotten Riches. For Probity and Jullice 
ire by fo much preferable to Wealth, that 
rhis is only of uie to us whUe we live,wfaiie 
:hofe do us Honour even after our Death ; 
>e(ides, the Wicked may participate of 
that while none but the Vertuous can par*- 
Cake of theft. . ! 

Do not rival thofe that thrive throu^ 
Wickednels, but rather approve and imi- 
tate them that fuffer for the fake of Juftioe j 
for the Juft have this Advantage, at leaft, 
over the Wicked, ( if no other ) that they 
exceed 'em in good Hopes and Expeftancy.A 

Have a neceflary regard to all that re- 
lates to the fupport ofLife. But Cultivate 
your Mind as much as you can ; for a hand- 
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fome Mind is a Noble Thing, tho' Ihut Up 
in a Human Body. 

Enure your Body to Labour, .^nd your . 
Mind to Wirdom, tijat by the one ypu may 
be able to execute your Refolutionis and 
by the other det^rrmin what yoii. otogjit to 
do for your Ad^'^antage and Interett. 

"Confider /ferioufly with your felf what- 
ever you are to fpeak to j for it is the fault 
di a great many to let their Tongue out- 
run their Thoughts. . 

Imprint this Maxim deeply ill. your Mind, 
that there is nothing certain in this .'Human 
and Mortal State j by which l^feans .".you'll 
fliun being traniborted with Prpljperity, 
and being dcjeftea in Adverfity. ' 

There are two feafbnable Times to fbeak, 
cither on thofe Siibj^s you know perfc^My 
well, or on thofe; fliat neceflity puts upon 
you : Now it is id the latter that it is bet- 
ter to fpeak than be filent ^ in the other it 
is better to be filent than talk. 

It is allowable to be pleas'd with good 
Fortune, and to be Moderately grievM at 
Afflidions •, but never manifcft your felf ei- 
ther in the one or the other \ for it is pre- 
pofterous and .ridiculous, that we (hould 
take the utmoft Care to hinder our Riches, 
and at the fame Time expofe our Mind. 

. Be more cautious in avoiding any thing 
that is Blameful and Faulty, than of Dan-, 
gers and Perils \ for as the Wicked ought 
to be afraid of Death, fo the Vertuousand 
Good ought to fear doing any thing that is 
difhonourables 

Ufe 
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XXfe your utmoft Endeavour to live ,fe-' 
cirely, bat if you are at any time oblig'd to! 
hazard' your Perlbn; then feek no other' 
Safety during the War, than what is cpn- 
flftieht with Honour and Glory, and liot 
that which is attended with Shame and In- 
famy ; for D'eftiny has decreed all Mea 
Ihoulddie, but to die well, is the particu- 
lar. Privilege of the Vertuous and Good. 
Do not wonder if a great deal of what I 
have faid to you, don't fuit with your Age-, 
for I am not unfenfible of that my felf. ^But 
I chofe at one and the fame time to give 
you my Advice concerning your preient 
Behaviour, and leave you Precepts and Di- 
reftions to guide you hereafter. You^l ea- 
fily dilbover the Utility of thefe Things \ 
but you'll find it a difficult Matter to meet 
with a faithful Counfellor, that Ihall advife 
you with Tendernefs and Good-Will i 
Therefore, that you may not be neceffitat- 
ed to have recourfe to others,but may here 
find, as in a Magazine, what you have oc- 
cafion for, I thought it convenient to omit 
nothing that I was able to inftruft you in. 
1 (hall give God a great many Thanks if I 
am not deceived in the Hopes I have con- 
ceiv'd of you : As it is the Common Pra- 
ftice of molt to delight rather in that Food 
that gratifies their P^/^r^, than in that that is 
wholfome and Salutary ; fo they feek the 
Converfation of thofe Friends that are Co- 
partners in their Vice, rather than that of 
thofe who remind 'em of their Faults. But 
I no wife doubt but you have refblv'd to do 

quite 
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quite otherwife. I ground my Judgment 
on your Diligence and Labour in your other 
Studies \ for it is reafbnable to believe that 
he that enjoyn'shimfelf the praaictof what 
is moft Commendable and Beft *, wiOcorte- 
oulOiy receive from others^ their Ezhortati- 
ens to Vertue. 't will be a mighty incen- 
tive to your profecuting what is Vertnous 
and Honoutable, if youduelv confider that 
the Plea/bre ariling there from is genuine 
and unmixt. Sloth^Idlenefs and Luxury are 
fbHowM dofe at the Heels by Vexations 
and Trouble-, whereas a laborious and Arid 
Adherence to Vertue, and a Temperate, 
Sober, and well regulated Life, renders our 
Pleafures more folid and fincere : Thofe af- 
ford us at firit fbme fort of Satisfadion . 
which is afterwards fucceded by Grief and 
Sonrow *, while the difficulties and uneafi- 
nefs that accompany this, is ever attended 
with delight. Now in all our Adlons, 
when they are paft, we are not (b deeply 
affefied with their beginning as we are fen- 
fibly touch't with their Conclufion and End- 
ing ) for generally fpeaking, the greatefl: 
part of the Aft ions of our Life are not tranf- 
afted fo much for their own fake as for the 
enfuing Confequences thereof; Conlider 
with your felf that the Viciousand Wicked 
are Capable of doing any things and ftick 
at nothing ; they having lay'd that as the 
Ground and Foundation of their way of Li- 
ving ) but the Honcft and Good cannot 
fwerve from the Rules of Vertue, buttheyl 
immediately be CenfurM and find a great 

many 



mmtft 



IfocrafieB hi^ Jdvit^:^^ Dipoionicu^l 92 ) 



Raay lUpJfOV^ll?. Wp jasfl p^j: Jbr the rooft; 
part To mpcbine^nsj^ pgftieftjTranfgreilbrs 
and O0c9dQi^9 )as w^ar^j^g^l^ft thofe that 
prctendLitpa^ippH th^ftr;prd^p^ry Vcrtucj^ 
AOd yet di^, W nbt|iiag|^jr(#.the Vulgar ; 
^nd thfe ^«th*ll the !juftice)ii|i^ginablei % 
fince w€ with Rfaiibfl :WsviiQ;|^9ft that arc 
unfaithful in their word ^ f^^ are giv'o 
to Lying •, fhall we fcruple to Condemii 
thofe who through the whole Courfc 
of their Lives, have under a fpecious Ap- 
pearance praftis'd, nothing but Vice ? We 
may juftly fay of fuch a Call of Men, that 
they are not only injurious to themfelves, 
but alfo, that they are Traitors to Fortune; 
flie having liberally beftow'd upon 'era. 
Riches, Honour and Friends, when at the 
fame time they fhew themfelves' unworthy 
of her Favours. If it be no Crime for 
Mortals to guefs at the Thoughts of the 
Gods *, I think they notifie to us by familiar 
Examples, how differently they are difpos'd 
towards he wicked,and the Good. For Jupi* 
ter having beg'd of both Hercules and Tan^ 
talusj (as the Mythologifts tell us, and as it 
is generally believ'd) he made the one Im- 
mortal, for his Vertue, and adjug'd the o- 
ther to the greateft Tortures. Now they 
that look into thefe Examples, ought there- 
by to be fpur'd up, to the Praftice of what 
is Vertuous^ and not be Contented with 
what we have faid, but likewifc learn the 
belt things the Poets have expreft, and 
read whatever the Wife and Learned have 
writ that is of any ufe. For as we fee the 
Bee fettle upon every Flower, in order to 
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